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SLR  DISTRIBUTION  i 


1.  SECTION  I  -  SIGNIFICANT  ORGANIZATION  OF  UNIT  ACTiVlIIbS 


a,  (C)  General; 

(1)  During  May,  June  and  July  1968  United  States  and  Free  World  Mili¬ 
tary  Forces  (FV31AF)  Kith  37  mareuver  battalions  (19  US  and  16  hOK)  supported 
by  21  artillery  battalions  and  Arm;’  Republic  of  Vietnam  (ARVN)  with  28 
fieneuver  battalions  supported  by  aix  artillery  battalions  continued  opera¬ 
tions  ii  the  II  Corps  Tactical  Zone  (II  CTZ).  Operations  were  conducted 

in  the  uest  along  the  Cambcdian/laotian/Republic  of  Vietnam  (RVN)  horder 
in  Darlac,  Pleiku  and  Kontum  Provinces,  and  along  the  east  coast  in  Binh 
Dinh,  Phu  Bon,  Phu  Yen,  Khanh  Hoa  and  Ninh  Thuan  Provinces,  and  in  the 
south  in  Tuyen  Due,  Lam  Dong  and  Binh  Thuan  Provinces.  As  the  quarter 
started  military  operations  were  offensive  in  nature  and  oriented  toward 
the  location  and  destruction  of  enemy  forces,  interdiction  of  enemy  in¬ 
filtration  routes  and  surveillance  of  the  western  border.  On  the  east 
coast,  cordon  and  search  operationa  to  destroy  enany  forces  and  support 
revolutionary  development  were  emphasized.  ^  early  June  the  enemy  for¬ 
ces,  which  had  suffered  several  military  defeats  during  May  chose  to  avoid 
decisive  contact  throughout  the  zone.  Increased  reconnaissance  operations 
geared  to  locating  the  enemy  forces  wert;  partially  successful;  however, 
where  possible,  the  enemy  continued  his  evasive  tactics  and  refused  to  be¬ 
come  engaged. 

(2)  Friendly  loasea  for  the  period  were  137^  KIA  and  3898  KIA.  Enemy 
losses  were  5023  KIA,  531  captured  and  1671  individual  and  137  crew  served 
weapons  captured.  Additionally,  11  CTZ  accounted  for  403  Hoi  Chanhs. 

b.  (C)  Intelligence; 

(1}  General:  The  I  KFORCiV  Intenalfied  Reconnaissance  Program  ini¬ 
tiated  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  was  continued  during  the  past 
quarter.  Minor  modifications  and  refinement  of  the  program  have  been 
made  during  the  period.  Evaluations  have  been  made  to  measure  the  effect¬ 
iveness  of  the  program,  and  means  of  improvement  are  continuously  being 
sought. 

(2)  Sigivificant  Sources,  Agencies  and  Techniques: 

(aj  There  were  no  major  changes  in  sources,  agencies  or  techniques 
noted  during  the  reporting  period. 

(b)  G2  Air; 


1.  The  Intenalfied  Reconnaissance  and  Surveillance  (K&S)  Program 
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which  was  started  on  10  March  1968  requires  that  areas  be  selected  for 
Intensified  Reconnaissance  and  Surveillance.  The  areas  selected  on  a 
weekly  basis  include  known  or  suspected  base  areas,  infiltration  routes 
and  other  areas  of  intelligence  interest.  During  the  first  week  of  May 
1968  this  program  was  evaluated.  The  evaluation  revealed  a  need  for  minor 
modifications  in  the  program  to  include  the  reduction  in  the  size  of  R&S 
areas  and  closer  coordination  with  tactical  units. 

2.  In  an  effort  to  provide  increased  responsiveness  to  the  requests 
of  tactical  units  for  aerial  reconnaissance  and  to  bring  about  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  reconnaissance  ob^’ectives  completed,  1  FfOKGEV  02  Air  and 
DASC  ALPHA  Reconnaissance  have  implemented  new  procedures  for  the  diily 
selection  of  USAF  recon  targets.  These  new  targeting  methods  have  been 
coordinated  with  KACV  TASE  and  will  be  conducted  on  a  trial/evaluation  ba¬ 
sis.  The  following  benefits  should  be  realized:  (1;  Reconnaissance  ob¬ 
jectives  will  be  targeted  according  to  the  desires  of  tactical  commanati s, 
providing  timely  intelligence  information  in  the  areas  of  their  primary 
interest.  (2)  More  detailed  analysis  of  the  weather  conditions  in  each 
area,  prior  to  targeting,  will  greatly  reduce  the  number  of  targets  nor¬ 
mally  lost  due  to  bad  weather.  The  overall  objective  is  to  provide  a  dy¬ 
namic  tactical  aerial  reconnaissance  program  which  is  responsive  to  the 
commanders'  requirements. 

2*  During  the  period  555  photo  targets,  1450  IR  targets  and  180  SLAR 
target  areas  were  planned  and  completed.  Readout  information  from  the  re¬ 
connaissance  missions  was  furnished  to  all  commanders  concerned. 

(c)  55th  MI  Detachment  (Corps): 

1.  For  the  period  01  May  through  29  July  1968,  the  55th  Ml  iietachjient 

received  606  missions  and  processed  499.  In  addition,  20  Dorsal  Fin  mis¬ 
sions  and  21  Yankee  Team  missions  were  received  and  processed.  Forty-four 
Special  Photo  Interpretation  Reports  were  sutmitted  which  included  20  area 
studies,  two  trafficability  studies,  17  area  studies  in  southeaste’'n  Laos, 
one  coastal  study  and  four  border  studies.  Twenty  Supplementary  j  In¬ 
terpretation  Reports  were  also  submitted  covering  the  Dorsal  Fin  .-f  In 
addition  to  reports  submitted,  four  area  studies  were  completed,  sales 

were  made,  SLAR  plots  were  maintained  and  numerous  overlays  were  urnished 
to  requeeting  units.  The  64th  Engineer  Detachment  (Terrain)  was  furnished 
with  uf/datod  master  plates  covering  the  entire  II  Corps  Tactical  Zone. 

2,  During  the  period  01  May  through  31  July  1968,  66  individual  wea¬ 
pons,  32  crew-served  weapons  and  200  pounds  of  miscellaneous  quartermaster 
and  medical  items  of  equipment  were  evacuated  to  MACJ2.  Effective  1  June 
1968,  CMEQ  Team  #2  ceased  picking  up  these  items  as  tins  is  now  a  C4  func¬ 
tion.  During  the  period,  IFR  teams  screened  and  classified  221  detainees 
and,  as  a  result  of  these  interrogations,  a  total  of  158  PlP.s  and  IRs  were 
prepared  and  distributed.  Captured  documents  were  screened  and  19.6  feet 
of  documents  were  forwarded  tc  CDBC  for  further  exploitation.  IPrf  teams 
translated  58  Korean  language  documents,  18  courtesy  translations,  and  83 
Vietnamese  language  trenslations  for  a  total  of  159  Allied  translations. 

(d)  Detachment  D,  1st  Ml  Bn  (ARS): 

1.  During  the  period  1  Hay  1968  through  31  July  1968,  Detachment  D 
flew  467  sorites  in  support  of  unit'  of  the  II  CTZ,  transporting  11,554 
pounds  of  cargo.  The  detaclment  also  interpreted  952  targets;  processe: 
292,093  prints  of  which  269,360  were  interpreted;  prepared  1075  II  re¬ 
ports  Including  1280  Items 
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2.  Hand-held  photographic  missions  continuea  to  receive  increasing 
emphasis  within  the  dctachaent'a  overall  operations.  It  flew  60  hand¬ 
held  missions  resulting  in  5510  developed  prints. 

(e)  Long  Range  Patrol  (UtP)  Companj’! 

1.  Training:  Cycle  one  of  the  ARVN  LRP  training  program VLaitiated 
during  the  last  quarter  has  progressed  to  completion.  Of  the  I2I  Atudents 
in  Training  Cycle  One  who  were  tested  during  the  period  22-28  July  1968, 

22  will  be  qualified  as  ARVH  LRPs.  The  LRr  qualification  test  is  admini¬ 
stered  by  the  ARVN  Ranger  Training  Center  at  DUG  MY.  This  test  is  an  AhVN 
imposed  requirement  on  all  ARVH  LRP  trainees  and  is  the  basis  for  deter¬ 
mining  wi.ich  personnel  will  be  award  the  ARVH  LRP  badge  and  LRP  incentive 
pay.  The  high  attrition  rate  is  attributed  to  the  stringent  standards  ob¬ 
served  by  the  Ranger  Training  Center.  Alternative  utilisation  or  retrain- 
irig  is  being  considered  for  the  99  LRF  personnel  who  have  completed  train¬ 
ing  but  were  not  qualified.  Ranger  testing  procedures  are  also  being  stu¬ 
died  more  closely  to  ascertain  which  areas  nay  require  greater  training 
emphasis  for  fviture  students.  Training  Cycle  '.'wo  of  the  program  began  on 
29  July  1968.  If  required,  modifications  of  the  fOI  wiij.  be  implemented 
as  soon  as  possible.  Mobile  Training  Teams  are  now  provided  by  the  173d 
Airborne  Brigade  (Sep)  for  22d  ARVH  Division,  Company  £  (IHP),  20lh  In¬ 
fantry  (Airborne)  for  23d  ARVH  Division  and  4th  Infantry  D.. vision  for  24lh 
STC  (ARVH). 

2.  Operations:  During  the  reporting  period,  Company  £  (LRP),  20th 
Infantry  inserted  153  LRPs  which  resulted  in  124  pnemy  sightinga  and  45 
enemy  KIA  (BC).  Friendly  losses  were  three  lid-  memsers  KIA  and  12  wounded. 
Integration  of  ARVH  and  US  IRP  persoruiel  continues  to  effect  excellent 
results .  There  have  been  some  outstanding  examples  of  ARVN  IRP  contribu¬ 
tions  with  r.o  derogatory  reports  received.  To  date  33  ARVN  LRPs  have  com¬ 
pleted  integration  with  US  units  and  29  ARVN  Rangers  are  now  integrated 
into  two  platoons  of  Company  £  (LRP),  20th  Infantry  for  LRP  operations. 
Integration  periods  are  normally  60  days  in  duration.  Approximately  50 
aoditional  ARVN  LRPs  are  scheduled  to  begin  integrated  operations  with  US 
unite  on  5  Augtist  1968. 

(f)  The  64th  En"ineei  Detachment  iTerrain):  The  detachment  updated, 
and  after  printing,  aistributed  62,900  copies  of  tactical  data  overprinted 
maps  covering  seventy  1:50,000  scale  map  sheets;  1900  of  the  terrain  analy¬ 
sis  overprinted  maps  covering  1:50,000  scale  map  sheets  were  distributed. 

One  study  on  enemy  infiltration  was  co.Tipleted  and  distributed.  Three  spec¬ 
ial  studies  covering  trafficability,  strea-m  crossings,  and  a  terrain  study 
of  local  areas  were  prepared. 

(3)  Deviation  from  current  intelligence  doctrine:  No  change  from 
previous  quarter. 

(4)  Significant  changes  from  previous  reports:  None. 

(5)  Enemy  Order  of  Battle: 

(a)  Disposition  of  NVA,  VC  Main  Forces  and  VC  Local  Forces  is  shown 
at  Inolosure  i. 

(b)  Changes  in  Order  of  Battle  holdings  during  the  period: 
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Units  accepted: 

325C  NVA  Div 

Confirmed 

4925 

HQ  ic  Spt  Unit  5/3250 

Probable 

100 

Uth  AA  Bn/325C 

Probable 

200 

15th  Engr  Bn/325C 

Probable 

aoo 

l?th  Trane  Bn/325C 

Probable 

200 

18th  Signal  Bn/325C 

Probable 

200 

19th  Med  Bn/325C 

Probable 

200 

120th  Sapper  Bn/325C 

Confiriasd 

250 

lOlD  HVA  Hegt/325C 

Confirmed 

1725 

HQ  4  Spt  ynits/lOlD 

Confirmed 

600 

let  Bn/lOU) 

Confirmed 

350 

2d  Bn/IOID 

Confirmed 

375 

3d  Bn/IOID 

Confirmed 

400 

95c  KVA  Regt/325C 

Probable 

1850 

HQ  4  Spt  Unita/95C 

Probable 

650 

4th  Bn/95C 

Probable 

400 

5th  Bn/ 95c 

Probable 

400 

6th  Bn/95C 

Probable 

4OO 

K-61  Signal  Bn/NT  5 

Probable 

200 

240th  Bnyte  6 

Probable 

450 

i3Lh  Hvy  Wpne  &i/NT'  1 

Confirmed 

200 

14th  AA  Bn/NT  1 

Confirmed 

200 

K39  Br/33d  NVA  Regt 

Confirmed 

350 

400th  Sapper  Bn/NT  3 

Confirmed 

125 

Units  removed: 

32d  KVA  Regt/93  Ft 

Confirmed  950 

Moved  to  : 

BQ  4  Spt  Uniis/32d 

Confirmed  350 

334th  Bn/32d 

Confirmed  300 

635th  Bn/32d 

Confirmed  300 
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19tb  Trans  Bn/Nl  1  i  J.  t  Disbanded 

K-I3  AA  Bn/NT  1  Confirmed  iiJO  redesignated 

Uth  AA  Dr. 

2d  Br./33d  NVA’Regt  Confirmed  25O  Disbanded  in  i96b 

Rcoth  Mortar  En/M  J  Confi.'ined  100  Disbanded 

youth  Field  hosp/NT  3  Confirmed  90  Disbanded 

2.  ci.anges  in  subordination:  96hth  fa;i  fror.  tie  32d  NVA  Regt  to  the  B3 
Ft. 

Oth^r  changes:  209th  NVA  hegt  row  cariiud  as  the  320th  NVa  hegt  (aka 
209),  Ist  hVA  Division;  H-I5  Dngr  Un  mu  designated  the  i5th  Engr  Bn,  ist 
;r.'A  D. vision. 


{q)  i.nert\y  losses  during 
C]  iteria ) 

the  feriod: 

is  35$  of  klA 

baced  on  MA„V 

f.ONTH  CMT 

KU 

DOW 

PW  hO 

1  oKANl 

i  SA 

ChJLW-SiaTtVKD 

to 

Si 

1105 

35 

256 

20 

F.jK 

513 

66 

203 

15 

•ARVN 

361 

29 

101 

21 

CIDG 

302 

18 

70 

10 

RF/PF 

516 

65 

120 

15 

totals 

2777 

971 

213 

185 

750 

81 

Jun  US 

353 

48 

187 

13 

hOK 

424 

35 

199 

6 

AKVN 

143 

11 

32 

1 

CIdC 

154 

18 

91 

5 

:J/hF 

163 

44 

75 

5 

fOl'aLS 

1237 

432 

156 

92 

584 

30 

Jul*  US 

167 

14 

35 

5 

KOK 

441 

13 

175 

11 

ARVN 

129 

25 

20 

1 

CIDC 

122 

3 

68 

9 

.RF/PF 

150 

ilO 

39 

0 

TO  TOTaXS 

1009 

353 

165 

126 

337 

26 

*Ail  figures  reflect  the  period  01-29  July  1968. 
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SUBJECT: 


15  August  1968 

Operational  Repor  t  of  Headquarters  1  FFOKCuV  for  Quarterly 
Period  Ending  31  July  1968  hCS  QSFOR-65  (Rl)  (U) 


(d)  Total  Eneaiy  Strength  in  il  CTZ  as  of  yj  July  1968: 


NVA  24,455 
VC  MF/LF  Units  8,735 
Admin  4,875 
Guerrilla  19,500 
Infrastructure  17^000 

TOTAL  74,565 


(6)  Eneny  Capahililies  and  VuineraciLities: 

(a)  Enemy  Capabilities: 

^  In  Konlum  Province  tiie  enemy  has  the  capability  to: 

a  Conduct  ground  attacks  against  US/Allied  bases  of  Dak  Pek,  Dak  Seang 
and  Ben  Het  in  up  to  multi-battalion  strength  supported  by  RR,  mortar,  roc¬ 
ket  and  artillery  fire. 

b  Conduct  standoff  attacks  against  Allied  forces  and  installatbns 
using  mortars  of  up  to  HOdbi,  75mm  RR  and  rocket*,  of  up  to  ilOBim  as  well 
as  100nim/105mni  artillery  with  or  without  a  coordinated  ground  attack. 

£  Employ  multi-battalion  NVA/VC  forces  to  interdict  QL  I4N,  Highway 
512  and  other  major  friendly  ICCs. 

d  Restrict  friendly  air  activity  with  fire  from  SA,  AW  and  12.7Bin, 
i4,5nia  and  37inm  AA  artillery. 

2  In  Pledku  Province  the  enemy  has  the  capability  to: 

a  Attack  Plei  DJereng,  Duo  Co,  Plei  Mrong  ClDG  Camps  or  Edap  Enang  in 
multi-battalion  strength  employing  mortar,  rocket  and  ER  fire. 

b  Attack  Pleiku  City  utilizing  62am  mortar,  75mm  RR  and  122iiim  rocket 
fire  as  well  as  sapper  units. 

£  Employ  multi-company  NVA/VC  forces  against  friendly  convoys  and  in- 
stallatoons  along  QL  19E  and  QL  14N,  supported  by  75bbl  RR  and  60inn/82asa 
mortar  fire;  attack  LOCs  509,  TL  6C,  437,  TL7C  and  TL7B  with  company  sized 
VC  elements  using  AT  grenades,  RR  and  mortar  fires. 

£  Conduct  standoff  attacks  against  other  Allied  installations. 

i  In  Darlac  Province  the  enany  has  the  capability  to: 

a  Attack  Ban  Mo  Thuot  City  with  mult< -regimental  forces  employing  75mm 
RR,  60nia/62Bm/12Ctam  mortars  and  L22aim  rocket  fire  in  support. 
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b  Attack  Lac  Thlen,  Buon  Ho  and  Phuoc  An  District  Headquarters  with 
75aa’tR,  60iiai/62inm  mortar  and  I22im  rocket  fire  In  either  a  stand-off  role 
or  in  coordination  with  up  to  two  battalion  site  force  grounu  attack. 

^  In  Phu  Bon  Province,  the  eneisy  Is  capable  of  harassing  Cheo  Reo  and 
district  headquarters. 

i  In  Binh  Dlnh  Province  attack  the  population  centers,  US/GVN  instal¬ 
lations  and  units  In  multi-company  strength.  Etoploy  multi-company  forces 
against  friendly  oonvoys  along  QL  19E.  The  enemy  is  capable  of  employing 
stand-oif  attacks  by  direct  and/or  indirect  lire  weapons  against  Allied 
outposts  and  fire  support  bases  supported  by  sapper  units.  Conduct  ter¬ 
rorist  and  harassing  activities  along  the  coast  near  QL  1. 

6  In  Phu  Ten  Province  attack  urban  areas  in  Tuy  Hoa  and  Tuy  An  Districts 
in  reinforced  battalion  strength,  when  eupported  by  LF  and  HF  units,  infil¬ 
trate  Tuy  Hoa  with  up  to  platoon  size  unit  and  conduct  sapper  and  terrorist 
activities. 


7  In  Khanh  Hoa  Province  conduct  stand-off  attacks  employing  direct 
and/or  indirect  fire  weapons  against  Allied  installations  in  the  Nha  lYang 
and  Gam  Ranh  Bay  areas,  and  conduct  company  size  attacks  against  lightly 
populated  areas. 

8  In  Binh  Thuan  and  Tuyen  Due  Provinces  attack  local  villages  and 
Allied  outposts  in  up  to  two  battalion  strength  when  augmented  by  LF  com¬ 
panies  and  continue  interdiction  of  QL  14  and  20. 

2,  In  Dong  and  Nlnh  Thuan  Provinces  attack  small  Allied  outposts 
and  villages  in  up  to  battalion  strength.  Interdict  QL  11. 

ID  Continue  disruption  of  the  G7N  nation-building  effort. 

11  Employ  any  combination  of  the  above  capabilities. 

12  Withdraw  forces  to  base  areas  and  sanctuaries  for  replacements, 
resupply  and  retraining. 

(b)  Enemy  Vulnerabilitlees 

1  Enetoy  IDCe  are  extended  and  Insecure  with  the  exception  of  those 
traversing  neutral  countries  or  inteinational  waters,  which  afford  some 
degree  of  security. 

2  The  eneuy  is  generally  short  of  medlcins  and  proper  medical  treat¬ 
ment  facilities. 


2  The  enemy's  limited  capability  to  engage  in  conventional  warfare  for 
extended  periods  makes  him  vulnerable  to  superior  Allied  firepower  in  any 
large  scale  offensive. 

The  ease  of  detection  by  friendly  forces  using  aerial  observation  of 
trail  movement,  baee  areas,  and  fortification,  limits  the  enemy’s  mobility 
and  activity. 
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^  Recruited  and  impressed  VC  personnel  are  relatively  untrained  auid 
inexperienced.  NVA  units  are  short  experienced  leaders;  additionally,  NVA 
replacements  heve  received  minimal  training  and  aie  unfamiliar  with  the 
terrain. 

6  The  rainy  season  in  the  Central  highlands  will  slow  down  or  even 
intercept  the  movement  of  NVA  supplies  and  men.  In  audition,  the  enemy's 
capability  to  move  armor,  mechanized  artillery,  and  t.-ucks  is  severly  handi¬ 
capped. 

2^  As  a  result  of  harassment  and  terrorist  activities  and  the  TET 
offensive  the  populace  fears  the  eneiry  and  wiU.  probably  provide  the  enemy 
support  only  under  duress. 

8  Low  morale,  in  laan^.-  units  is  caused  by  onw  or  i-.oie  faclors,  e.g., 
AiLied  firepower,  sickness,  lack  of  food  and  lack  of  significant  victories, 

2  Beplacemsnt  of  VC  personnel  by  NVA  members  in  main  force  units  is  a 
source  of  fric-tion. 

1 j  The  replacement  of  VC  If  personnel  in  MF  units  has  created  a  morale 
problem  for  LF  persomel.  Too,  the  competence  of  MF  units  is  reduced 
because  of  the  inexperience  of  the  LP  replacements. 

11  Due  to  the  generally  low  morale,  the  enemy  is  highly  susceptible 
to  friendly  psychological  operations. 

(7)  Weather! 

(a)  Interior:  The  month  of  Kay  sarked  the  transition  between  the 
Northeast  snd  the  Southwest  Monsoon  over  Southeast  Asia.  Wind  flow  was 
highly  variable  during  the  month  with  direction  varying  from  northeast  to 
southeast  to  southwest  and  bacK  to  northeast  throughout  Kay.  Prevailing 
weather  conditions  were  patchy  morning  low  clouds  and  fog  which  disipated 
between  0900H  and  lOOOH.  Skies  then  became  fair  to  partly  cloudy  with 
isolated  afternoon  and  evening  rainshorwers  and  thunderstorms.  Skies  were 
generally  clear  during  the  late  night  and  early  momln#'  hours.  The  south¬ 
west  monsoon  moved  into  the  11  Corps  area  by  3  June.  This  resulted  in 
increased  cloudiness  and  precipitation  during  the  months  of  June  and  July. 
However,  the  Southwest  Monsoon  has  not  been  as  strong  as  in  previous  years 
and  total  precipitation  amounts  averaged  well  below  the  mon  hly  normals. 
Extensive  low  cloudiness  and  poor  visibilities  in  fog  and  intennittent 

rain  and  drlzale  were  a  coimoa  occurrence  during  the  morning  hours  with  con¬ 
ditions  bsginiiing  to  improve  during  the  late  morning.  Skies  were  generally 
partly  cloudy  to  cloudy  during  the  late  afternoon  and  evening  as  few 
scattered  rainehowera  and  thunderetonia  occuri^d.  Tnunderstorm  activity 
was  occasionally  severe  and  a  few  funnel  clouds  were  observed  but  no  damage 
has  been  reported.  Skies  cleared  somewhat  during  the  late  night  and  early 
morning  hours. 

(b)  Coastal:  Very  little  day  to  day  change  In  weather  occurred  along 
the  coastal  sections  of  XI  Corps  during  ttis  period.  Skies  were  mostly 
fair  to  partly  cloudy  with  isolated  to  few  rainehowera  and  thunderstorms 
over  the  coastal  mountains  during  the  afternoon  and  evening  hours.  Isolated 
shower  activity  occasionally  occurred  along  the  Ijonsdiate  coast  during  the 
afternoon  and  early  evening.  Heaviest  shower  activity  along  the  coast 
usually  occurred  south  of  Cam  Ra<  Bay  during  t).e  late  afternoon  hours. 
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Extensive  cloudiness  and  rain  occurred  along  the  coast  on  3  suid  k  June  as 
the  Intertropical  Convergence  Zone  moved  through  the  II  Corpe  sri,a.  Patchy 
fog  formed  on  sobs  mominge  in  the  river  valleys  near  sunrise  but  diaipated 
by  0900H.  Occasional  strong  southwest  surges  would  bring  cloudy  skies  to 
coastal  areas  along  with  an  increase  in  precipitation,  but  these  outbreaks 
were  infrequent  and  generally  lasted  only  two  to  four  days.  Tropical  Storm 
Olive  developed  as  a  tropical  depression  on  23  July  at  17®  Worth  114®  cast. 
The  storm  intensified  slowly  and  as  it  moved  slowly  northward,  was  declared 
a  tropical  storm  on  25  July  *d.th  winds  in  excess  of  35  knots.  On  27  July 
the  storm  weakned  once  again  and  dislpated  as  the  entire  system  moved  slow¬ 
ly  northward.  Weather  resulting  from  the  storm  was  in  the  form  of  a  strong 
wind  belt  with  moist  equitorial  air  which  covered  the  entire  Republic  of 
Vietnam.  The  worst  weather  occurred  on  the  western  slopes  of  the  mountains. 
Three  days  of  ceilings  less  than  500  feet  and  visibilities  of  one  to  three 
miles  occurred  in  the  interior  II  Corps.  Cam  Ly  Airfield  experienced 
ceilings  of  less  than  300  feet  and  visibilities  of  less  than  two  m/lss 
during  the  4S  hour  period  24/0800  -  26/0800H.  Cam  Ly  Airfield  and  Tuy  Hoa 
both  reported  winds  in  excess  of  30  knots. 

(c)  Effects  of  Operations:  There  were  a  total  of  199  TAG  sorties  can- 
CBil^  due  to  weather.  Helicopter  airborne  operations  were  occasionally 
delayed  due  to  weather  during  the  early  morning  hours  and  for  approxinatly 
46  hours  during  the  period  24-26  July  1968. 

(d)  Detachment  31,  5th  Weather  Squadron  has  the  mission  of  suppoiting 
I  FFORCEV  and  USARV  tactical  units  in  II  CTZ,  Provisional  Coipe  Vietnam 
(PCV),  America!  Division  and  the  ist  Cavalry  Division  (Airmobile).  Support 
is  being  provided  in  the  following  manner: 

1  I  Ff  ORCSV: 

a  Staff  Weather  Officer  (SWO) 
b  Forecast  Support  Center  for  II  CTZ 
£  Climatological  Support 
d  Mobile  Observation  Teams 

2  4th  Infantry  Division 

a  SWD  and  Forecaster  support  at  base  camp 
b  Observations  at  Brigade  Tactical  CPs. 

£  Observations  at  base  camp 
d  Climatological  Support 
2  Dalat  (Cam  Ly  Airfield) 
a  Obeervation* 

b  Forecasts  on  as  required  basis 
£  An  Khe 
^  Obeervations 
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b  Forecasts  on  as  required  basis 

1  LZ  English 

a  Observations 

b  Forecasts  on  as  required  basis 
6  Phan  Thiet 
a  Observations 

b  Forecasts  on  as  required  basis 
2,  Americal  Division 

a  SWO  and  Forecaster  support  at  Chu  Lai 
b  Observations  at  Brigade  Tactical  CPs 
^  Clinatologlcal  Support 
8  let  Cavalry  Division  (Airoobila) 
a  SUO  and  Forecaster  support  at  base  camp 

b  SUO  and  Forecaster  support  at  Division  Forward  when  operational 
£  Observations  at  Brigade  CPs  and  Division  Forward  CP  whan  operatioi^ 
d  Climatological  support 

2  Provisional  Corps  Vietnam 
a  SUO  Support 

b  Forecast  support  center  for  1  CTZ 
£  ClisBtological  suppo. 

10  Task  force  South 
a  Observations 

b  Forecasts  on  as  requested  basie 

c.  (C)  Operations  and  Training  Actiyltiee; 

(i)  Plans:  based  on  guidance.  Intelligence  and  overall  strategy,  the 
G3  Plans  Division  formulated  and  publiehed  2  operation  orders,  U  contingency 
plane  and  1  fragmentary  orders  during  the  reporting  period.  One  combined 
LOI  was  written  ae  well  ae  LOI  to  the  three  headquarters  (^th  Inf  Div, 

173d  Abu  Bde  (Sep)  and  TF  South)  operating  under  1  FFORCEV.  The  eemi-annual 
revision  of  the  II  CTZ  Combined  Campaign  Plan  (CCP)  occurred  during  this 
period,  with  a  quarterly  sumary  of  progress  toward  attainment  of  CCP  goals 
being  euboiltted  and  the  oral  review  being  held.  The  ninthly  senior  com¬ 
manders'  conference  and  weekly  spoclal  operations  briefing  were  continued 
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as  wall  as  Instituting  a  monthly  measurement  of  progress  briefing  on  the 
CCP  goals.  A  major  study  was  conducted  on  the  Five  Southern  Provinces  and 
portions  have  already  been  instituted.  Two  new  concepts  developed  were  the 
"Pair  Off"  and  "Lock  On."  The  "Pair  Off"  concept  teams  US  battalions  with 
ARVN  Regiments  in  close  coordination  with  the  same  AO.  The  "Pair  Off" 
allows  the  commanders  at  all  levels  to  plan  and  eoscute  combined  operations 
through  a  full  exchange  of  ideas,  intelligence  and  tactical  plans.  In 
addition,  at  all  levels,  comoanders  stress  coordination  and  cooperation 
with  district  and  province  officials  to  enhance  the  BF  and  PF  capabilities, 
install  offensive  motivation  in  the  RF/PF  leadership,  and  insure  cooidinated 
support  planning.  As  an  adjunct  to  the  concept,  the  AOs  were  renamed  to 
include  both  the  Vietnamese  and  US  names.  The  "Lock  On"  envisions  a  friend¬ 
ly  unit  target!:^  on  an  enemy  force.  The  friendly  unit  will  "Lock  On"  to 
VC/NVA.  adversaries,  focusing  their  full  time  and  attention  on  his  destruc¬ 
tion.  With  the  concept,  friendly  units  will  come  to  know  their  adversaries 
habits,  tise  areas,  personalities,  weapons  and  doctrine  and  through  this 
knowledge  will  be  able  to  eliminate  him. 

(a)  Operations  Orders:  OPORD  200-68,  Change  11,  (OP  iiCLAIN)  was  pub¬ 
lished  on  11  July.  This  major  revision  of  the  origiral  OPOhD  extends  AO 
KCLAIH  and  provides  for  TF  South  headquarters  as  recommended  in  the 
Soutl.ern  Province  Study-. 

(b)  Contingency  Planss 

1  OPUN  103-68  (LUCAS  GKEEN/SILVEH;  was  pubUshed  on  2  May  1968.  The 
OPIAN  provided  for  3d  Brigade,  lOlst  Abn  Div  to  be  deployed  on  18  hour 
notice  into  the  Ban  Me  Thuot  (LUCAS  SILVER)  or  Kontua/Pleiku  (LUCAS  CZtHH ) 
areas  to  relieve  or  reinforce  US/RVNAF  forces.  OPIAN  103-66  (OP  LUCAS 
GREEN)  was  redesignated  OPORD  103-68  as  of  23  May  for  exscution.  The  OPORD 
further  specified  the  deployment  to  Dsk  To  of  3d  Bde,  lOlst  Abn  Div  to  re¬ 
inforce  1th  Inf  Div, 

2  OPLAU  ROKKE  GOU):  Though  never  published,  this  plan  was  instituted 
by  Frag  Order  on  10  May. 

2.  OPLAN  2-68  (OP  BANJO  ROYCE)  was  published  on  1  June  1968.  This 
OPIAN  provided  for  the  I  FFORCEV  in  coordiralion  will.  II  Coips  to  locate 
and  destroy  VC/NVA  operating  SW  of  Daiat. 

4  OPIAN  101-68  (OP  JAY  SILVER)  was  published  on  19  July  1968.  The 
sensitivity  of  triis  particular  plan  exceeds  the  classification  of  this  docu¬ 
ment  and  precludes  further  discussion. 

(c)  Frag  Orders;  TTie  following  frag  orders  show  a  continued  reliajice 
on  special  type  operations  in  II  CTZ.  The  Long  Range  Patrols  and  Mobile 
Strike  Force  continue  to  provide  accurate  "find  and  fix"  data  on  enemy  forces. 
The  frag  orders  issued  are  as  follows: 

1  Frag  0  17-68  was  published  10  May  68  employing  elements  of  173<1  Abn 
Bde  TSep)  in  the  Southern  Province  area. 

2  Frag  0  18-68  directed  Co  B,  5th  SFGA  to  conduct  a  two  company  KSF 
operation  North  of  PleiLu,  vie  CL  19A.  The  oioslon  assigned  was  RIF. 

Arty  support  was  provided  by  the  52d  Arty  Cp  with  Avn  support  being  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  19th  Avn  Cp.  The  operations  comaenced  27  May  for  10  days. 
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2  Frag  0  22-68  directs  Co  B,  3th  SFGA  to  conduct  a  LRP/ftSF  TF  KIF 
operation  with  three  companies  in  the  Song  Ba  Valley  NW  of  An  Khe.  The 
operation  conmenced  12  July  1968  for  I5  days  and  was  supported  by  the  52d 
Arty  Go  and  the  17th  Avn  Gp.  A  back-up  reserve/reaction  force  wan  init¬ 
ially  provided  by  the  4th  Inf  Dlv  and  the  responsibility  later  assumed  by 
the  173d  Abn  Bda  ^SEP). 

4  Frag  0  23-68  deployed  a  three  company  MSF  TF  to  Eini  Dinh  Province 
for  operations  with  the  173d  Abn  Bde  (Sep)  for  a  period  of  30  days.  OPCON 
was  assumed  by  the  173d  Abn  Bde  (Sap)  on  15  July  1968. 

(d)  Letters  of  Instruction: 

1,  Combined  Letter  of  Instruction  Number  One  concerning  the  Defense  of 
Urban  Areas  was  written,  coordinated  and  signed  by  the  combined  coonanders 
of  II  CIZ,  This  LOI  outlines  In  detail  the  duties  and  responsibilities  for 
defense  of  urban  areas  and  relief  of  Regional  and  Popular  Force  units  and 
other  GVN  activities  in  rural  areas  in  danger  of  being  overrun  by  superior 
VC/NVA  forces. 

2  LOI  to  CG,  4th  Inf  Div;  CG,  173d  Abn  Bde  (Sep);  and  CO,  TF  South 
describes  in  detail  their  responsibilities  in  the  conduct  of  combined 
operations  with  regular  ARVN  and  territorial  forces. 

(e)  II  CTZ  Combined  Campaign  Plan  (CCP) 

1  The  Campaign  Plan  was  revised  to  present  the  second  half,  CY  68 
goals  for  U  CTC.  The  document  was  coordinated  with  ARVN  XI  Corps  and 
signed  by  both  CG,  II  Corpe  and  CG,  1  FFORCEV.  Submitted  on  21  June  to 

MACV. 

2  The  Quarterly  Suanary  of  2d  Quarter  for  II  CTZ  was  prepared  and 
submitted  on  20  J''ly.  The  report  covers  the  progress  made  during  the  quar¬ 
ter  toward  the  25  CCP  goals.  In  addition,  all  major  efforts  of  the  Corps 
are  provided  in  the  report. 

2  The  Quarterly  Review  of  progress  toward  the  II  CTZ  CCP  goals  was 
presented  to  COMUSMACV  and  Chief,  JGS  at  Pleiku  on  30  July.  The  oral 
report  covers  the  progress  toward  the  25  CCP  goals  and  any  problem  areas 
encountered. 

4  A  new  monthly  Measurement  of  Progress  briefing  was  initiated  whereby 
on  a  monthly  basis  the  CG,  1  F70RCEV  and  all  staCf  eleaaeota  are  briefed  on  the 
progress  toward  the  goals  of  the  CCP. 

(f)  Southern  Pixivlnce  Study.  The  comprehensive  study  of  the  five 
Southern  Provinces  of  II  CTZ  was  conducted.  The  study  determined  the 
threat  to  the  area  required  additional  friendly  forces.  The  additional 
force  was  provided  by  moving  3d  Bn,  503d  Abn  Inf,  173d  Abn  Bde  (Sep)  to 
Bao  Loc  Initially  and  placing  TF  South,  a  command  ana  control  group,  at 
Dalat,  to  control  the  3d  Bn,  506th  Abn  Inf,  lOIst  Abn  Dlv  and  the  3^  Bn, 

503d  Abn  Inf.  In  addition,  this  headquarters  will  coordinate  combined 
operations  with  23d  ARVN  Div  and  2d  ARVN  Ranger  Qp. 

(2)  Operational  Actlyitiee.  During  the  quarter  operations  through¬ 
out  II  CTZ  were  characterized  by  reconnaissance  in  force  and  security 
missions  by  combined  operations  of  US,  ARVN,  and  ROK  forces  and  stand¬ 
off  attacks  by  the  enemy,  VC/NVA  forces  avoided  decisive  contact  through¬ 
out  the  zone  where  possible.  Many  of  the  VC/KVA  units  were  reported  with¬ 
drawing  to  their  training  a.  i  'sflttlng  bases  In  and  out  of  country. 
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SUBJECT;  Operational  Report  of  Headquarters  I  FTORCEV  for  Quarterly 
Period  Ending  31  July  1968  BCS  C5FOR-65  (Rl)  (U) 

(a)  Western  Highlands  May  Operations:  In  the  western  highland  pro¬ 
vinces  of  Kontua,  Pleiku  and  Darlac;  Operation  BINh  TAf-MACARTHUR  was 
characterised  by  occupation  of  fire  support  bases  on  key  terrain  viciraty 
Dak  To  -  Ben  Het  and  Pole!  Kleng  in  anticipation  of  large  scale  enemy 
attacks  (see  Incl  2),  Reconnaissance  elements  operated  out  of  the  fire 
support  bases  to  maintain  surveillance  of  and  contact  with  the  enaay  forces. 
Significant  actions  occurred  as  follows: 

1  US  Operations:  On  10  May,  C  and  D  Cos,  3d  Bn  Sth  Inf  located  vici¬ 
nity  YB  886291  were  attacked  by  an  estiMted  VC/KVA  battalion.  Artillery 
and  spooky  supported  and  contact  broke  after  four  hours  resulting  in  three 
US  KIA,  12  US  WIA,  enemy  -  47  KIA,  six  Ffl's,  five  SA  and  six  CSIrf  captured. 
On  16  May,  Fire  Base  Erillo  Pad  received  a  standoff  attack  of  mortar, 
recoilless  rifle  and  B-40  rocket  fire  resulting  in  five  US  KIA,  29  US  WIA 
and  two  105™  howitzers  damaged.  On  25  May  a  mine  sweep  team  supported  by 
one  platoon  of  C  Trp  2d  Sqdn  1st  Armd  Cav  operating  on  Highway  512  made 
contact  with  a  reinforced  company  astride  the  road.  Troop  C  2d  Sqdn  1st 
Amid  Cav  reinforced  and  artillery,  TAG  Air  and  gunships  from  B  Trp  7th  Sqdn 
17th  Air  Cav  supported.  Results  of  this  action  were:  Friendly  -  two  KIA, 

11  WIA;  Enemy  -  5c  KLA.  On  25  Hay  the  3d  Bde  lOlst  Abn  Div  reinforced  the 
4th  Inf  Div  as  it  was  deployed  from  I  CTZ  to  the  highlands  vicinity  Polei 
Kleng.  On  25  May  at  FSB  29j  A  and  C  Cos  1st  Bn  8th  Inf  were  attacked  by 
an  estimated  enemy  battalion.  After  the  enemy  initially  penetrated  the 
perimeter  and  occupied  six  bunkers,  the  US  forces  counterattacked  and  re¬ 
gained  the  bunkers.  Enemy  mortar  and  recoiiless  rifle  fire  continued 
throughout  the  day  with  losses  to  the  US  forces  of  14  KIA,  56  WIA  and  two 
MIA.  Enemy  losses  were  129  KIA,  two  PW's  and  52  SA  captured.  Also  on 

25  May,  FSB  Brillo  Pad,  occupied  by  ist  Bn  I2th  Inf  received  over  250 
rounds  of  60,  75,  82  and  120am  fire  with  friendly  losses  of  four  KIA,  34 
WIA  and  one  MIA.  On  30  May,  the  action  for  the  month  was  completed  by  a 
ground  attack  on  D  Co  3d  Bn  I2th  Inf.  After  reinforcement  by  Spooky  and 
artillery,  the  enemy  withdrew  but  continued  harrassing  direct  and  indirect 
fire  throughout  the  day.  Results  were  seven  US  KIA,  10  US  WIA  with  enemy 
losses  of  43  KIA,  one  PW  and  39  SA  captured. 

2  A.5VII  Operations:  On  5  May,  a  4th  Inf  Div  convoy  was  ambushed  on 
Highway  14,  26  km  north  of  Pleiku  City.  US  gunships  suppoj  ted  and  the  3d 
ARVN  Amid  Cav  Sqdn  deployed  as  a  reaction  force.  Results  were  16  U3  and 
one  ARVli  KIA,  26  US  and  eight  ABVR  WIA,  nine  ARVN  MIA,  five  helicopters 
damaged,  three  V-lOO  scout  cars  damaged  and  two  N-41  tanks  damaged.  Enemy 
losses  were  121  KIA,  two  PW’s,  26  SA,  16  CSW,  38  rds  60iini  mort.ar,  12  rounds 
B-40  ammo,  one  rd  82iiim  mortar,  three  antitank  grenades  and  miscellaneous 
field  equipoient  captured.  On  7  May,  elements  of  Ist  Bn  45th  ARVR  Inf  hegt 
contacted  an  unknown  size  enmy  force  five  km  south  of  B^^n  Me  Thuot .  TAC 
Air  and  artillery  supported  and  contact  broke.  Results  were  14  ARVM  WIA, 
with  the  enemy  losses  at  24  KIA,  one  fV,  and  four  SA  captured.  On  29  Kay 

a  reinforced  VC/NVA  company  with  82iaii  mortars  and  B-40  rockets  ambushed  a 
4th  Inf  Div  convoy  16  km  north  of  Pleiku  City.  The  3d  ARVN  Armd  Cav  Sqdn 
reacted,  supported  by  artillery  anu  gunships.  Results  for  the  action  were 
one  US  KIA,  two  US  WIA,  three  ARVN  MIA,  one  5  ton  truck  destroyed,  three 
tracks  damaged  while  the  enemy  sustained  15  KIA  and  one  PW. 

2  CIDG  Operations:  CI'X}  forces  had  one  major  act-on  when  a  ccmpany 
from  Ben  Het  was  overrun  in  a  defensive  position  west  of  the  camp  result¬ 
ing  in  one  US  KIA  and  one  US  MIA,  one  .VNSF  WU,  nine  CIDG  KIA,  29  CIDG  WIA 
and  28  CIDG  KIA,  Enemy  losses  were  16  KIA. 

i  RF/PF  Operations;  During  May  the  RF/PF  forces  in  the  II  CTZ  wei-e 
engaged  in  some  of  the  more  significant  operations  conducted  during  the 
quarter.  On  15  May  the  K6  Bn  24th  NVA  Regt  attacked  the  Kon  Sum  Luh  Out¬ 
post  located  11  km  SE  of  Kontum  on  Highway  5  B.  The  105th  and  438th  RF 
Companies  defending  Kon  Sum  Luh  and  C  Btry  6th  Bn  14th  Arty  (US)  firi ng  ir 
support  killed  152  VC/hVA  while  having  only  t.'.ree  RF  WIA, 
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SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  KeadquarterSj  1  FFORCLV  for  Quarterly 
Period  Ending  31  July  1968  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl)  (U) 

(b)  Western  Highlands  Jure  Operations:  The  tejupo  of  ground  action 
diminished  throughout  the  highlands  during  the  month.  In  contrast  to 
Hay,  the  heavy  standoff  mortar  and  rocket  attacks  were  at  a  minimum.. 

The  enemy  tended  to  avoid  contact  throughout  the  entire  II  CTZ,  almost 
appearing  as  if  he  had  completely’  withdrawn  his  main  forces.  For  the 
most  part,  action  that  took  place  was  friendly  initiated. 

1,  US  Operations:  The  Ath  Inf  Div  in  conjunction  with  CiDG,  ARVN 
and  RF/PF  forces  expanded  their  reconnaissance  in  force  operations 
during  the  month.  This  increase  in  operational  momentum  was  necessary 
to  seek  out'  and  find  the  enemy  who  chose  to  virtually  disengage  from 
combat  for  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  month.  Offensive  operations  were 
expanded  northeast  of  Kontum  City  the  Dak  Payau  Valley,  and  into  both 
the  Se  San  and  la  Drang  River  Valleys  in  the  Pleiku  Province.  Elements 
of  the  3d  Bde  101st  Abn  Div  which  had  replaced  1st  Bde  Ath  inf  Div  in 
the  Dak  Pek  area  returned  to  the  ill  CTZ  as  the  enemy  threat  in  the 
highlands  decreased.  Contact  during  the  early  portion  of  June  was 
fflode^te  with  enemy  ground  and  standoff  mortar  and  rocket  attacks  dimin¬ 
ishing  by  the  second  week.  Significant  contact  in  the  western  highlands 
eased  toward  the  end  of  the  month  with  enemy  activity  centered  primarily 
in  limited  interdiction  of  Highways  QL  1a  and  19.  The  decline  of 
attacks  by  fire  as  well  as  ground  attacks  may  be  attributed  in  part  to 
the  fact  that  the  forces  of  the  B3  Front  were  under  constant  artillery 
shelling,  B52  and  tactical  air  strikes.  Significant  actions  are  as 
follows: 

2.  US/CIDG/ARVN  Operations:  On  1  June  a  CSF  platoon  from  the  Plei 
He  CIDG  Camp  made  contact  with  an  estimated  VC/NVA  Co  vicinity  2V  1697. 

The  contact  was  reinforced  by  elements  of  the  1st  Sqdn  10th  Armd  Cav. 
Results  were  three  friendly  KIA  and  32  VIIA.  Enemy  losses  were  26  EIA 
and  five  SA  captured.  On  2  June,  B  Co  3d  Bn  506th  Abn  Inf  made  contact 
with  an  estinated  enemy  company  vicinity  XB  8830  resulting  in  11  US  WlA 
and  10  enemy  KIA.  On  3  June,  vicinity  bl  802?,  B  and  C  Companies  1st  Bn 
35th  Inf  received  30-35  rounds  of  82mra  mortar  followed  by  small  arms 
fire  from  an  estimated  two  enemy  companies.  Three  US  were  KXA  and  23 
WlA  while  two  enemy  were  KIA  and  six  SA  captured.  On  A  June  vicinity 

YB  7827,  B  Co  3d  Bn  i2th  inf  engaged  an  estimated  two  VC/NVA  companies. 
Four  US  were  WlA  and  one  enemy  was  KIA.  A  sweep  of  the  area  located 
21  weapons  and  assorted  military  equipment.  Two  ambushes  were  conau..i,ed 
against  a  Ath  Inf  Div  convoy  on  A  June.  Results  of  both  contacts  were 
two  US  KIA,  two  ARVN  and  eight  US  WlA  while  enemy  losses  were  53  KlA 
and  five  SA  captured.  While  conducting  operations  or.  2A  June  in  the 
Dak  Payau  Valley  vicinity  BR  0628,-  Trp  A  1st  Sqdn  10th  Armd  Cav  found 
90  rounds  of  82mm  mortar,  80  rounds  of  60iani  mortar,  800  fuzes,  AO  cases 
of  7.62mm  ammunition  and  50  PRO  -  2  rounds.  On  9  June,  the  Ban  Ho  Thuot 
airfield  received  70-80  rounds  of  6(Jmm  mortar  res’uiting  in  11  aircraft 
damaged.  On  10  June,  vicinity  Dak  Pek  riDO  Camp,  elements  of  the  Ist 
Bn  22d  Inf  received  mortars  and  a  ground  attack  by  an  estimated  VC/NVA 
battalion.  One  US  was  KIA  and  22  CIDG  V/IA  as  16  enemj’  were  KIA  and  three 
SA  captured. 

2,.  Or  19  June  a  CSF  company  erigaged  an  estimated  reinforced  enemy 
platoon  V  nity  ZV  1897  resulting  in  10  VC/ITVA  KIA  and  six  SA  captured, 

Ob  23  June  vicinity  ZU  1272,  a  CIDG  element  from  Ban  He  Thuot  discovered 
an  ammunition  cache  containing  375  mixed  82mm  mortar  and  PEG  -  2  rounds. 

In  addition,  LA  rounds  of  IPPam  rocket,  along  with  I50  PEG  -  2  boosters, 
150  82iiim  mortar  fuzes  and  50  containers  of  sh.oifun  shells  were  uncovered. 
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AVFA-GC-OT  15  August  1966 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  Headquarters  1  F/ORCEV  for  Quarterly 
Period  Ending  31  July  1968  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl)  (i) 

(c)  Western  Highlands  July  Operations:  Activities  in  the  Western 
Highlands  weie  limited,  gainly  by  the  enemy's  continued  reluctance  to 
become  decisively  er.gaged.  Because  the  enemy  was  known  to  have  the 
capability  to  mount  an  attack  from  his  laotian/Cambodian  sanctuaries. 
Allied  Forces  in  the  northwestern  highlands  maintained  a  posture  which 
would  be  capable  of  effectively  countcrir.g  and  engaging  any  large  scale 
infiltration  against  Dak  Pak  or  the  cities  of  Kontum  or  Pleiku.  For 
the  entire  month,  US  forces  concentrated  heavily  on  jatroUing  activities 
from  widely  distributed  company  firebasea  in  close  coordination  with 
CIDG  operations  along  the  northwestern  border.  Operations  already  in 
progress  were  reinforced  in  the  Dak  Payou  Valley  by  combined  US/tBF  luuts. 
In  the  later  part  of  the  month,  an  increasing  enemy  threat  against  Ban  Ka 
Thuot  in  Darlac  Province  became  evident  and  the  4th  Inf  Div  was  directed 
to  expand  Operation  BlhhH  TAY-HACARTHUR  to  include  a  brigade  AO  centered 
around  Ban  Me  Thuot.  This  was  accomplished  by  Q2  Jul  and  while  there 
were  increasing  indications  of  a  large  scale  enesv’  buildup  in  the  Ban 
Me  Thuot  area,  no  decisive  contact  was  established.  Significant  actions 
occurred  as  follows: 

^  US  Operations;  On  8  July,  the  last  US  unit  moved  from  the  Dak 
Payou  Valley  hack  to  the  Kontum-Pleiku  City  region.  Only  M5F  units 
remained  in  that  region  and  they  were  unable  to  establish  any  decisive 
contact.  The  4th  Div  was  deployed  generally  along  the  northwestern 
Corps  boundary  in  a  series  of  small  fire  basis  from  which  they  conducted 
extensive  local  fiatrolling.  This  tactic  was  designed  to  give  early 
warning  to  the  target  areas  of  Pleiku  and  Kontum  Cities  and  to  force  the 
enemy  to  coijriit  hur.self  presaturely  thna  becomirg  vulnerable  to  superior 
US  fire  support.  Only  light  contacts  weie  made  in  the  two  northern 
provinces  and  by  mid-month  it  became  apparent  that  enemy  units  were 
shifting  south  towards  Ban  He  Thuot.  CG,  4th  Div  deployed  the  id  Bde 
with  all  the  necessary  combat  support  and  combat  service  support  element"; 
to  Ban  Me  Thuot  to  conduct  extended  operations  in  thiat  area.  Tie  id  Bde, 
with  A  Troop  7th  Sqdn  17th  Air  Cav,  ist  Bn  22d  Inf,  2d  &i  35th  Inf,  Ist 
Bn  12th  Inf  ar4  one  troop  Ist  Sqdn  10th  Cav  moved  fran  19-22  July.  As 
the  units  arrived,  they  deployed  north  of  the  city  in  an  expanding  recon 
naissance  in  force  semi-circle  towards  suspected  VC/NVA  sanctuaries  and 
likely  jump-off  points  for  a  large  scale  effort  against  Ban  Me  Tbuot.  By 
the  end  of  the  month,  US  forces  had  established  several  lighit  contacts, 
but  none  decisive  ard  none  with  anything  larger  than  a  platoon  sited 
force.  These  smaii  enemy  unics  were  felt  to  be  quartering  and  reconnais¬ 
sance  parties  for  a  larger  force  which  had  not  yet  arrived  in  the  area. 

In  Kontum  and  Pleiku  Provinces,  the  1st  and  3d  Brigades  4th  Inf  Div 
realigned  their  forces  to  lill  the  gap  created  by  xd  Bde's  departure, 
and  continued  operations  previously  described. 

2  ARVN  Operations:  In  Kontum  and  Pleiku  Provinces,  the  24th  STl’a 
operations  were  limited  mostly  to  local  security  missions.  Early  in  the 
month,  the  42d  ARVH  Regt  conducted  bomb  damage  assessment  of  an  ARC  Light 
target.  Scattered  light  contacts  wore  made,  but  none  were  significant. 

In  Ban  He  Thuot,  the  45th  ARVN  Regiment  made  several  contacts  south 
of  the  city.  On  15  July,  17  km  S¥  of  Ban  Me  Thuot  the  Ren  Co  45th  ARVN 
Regt  ngide  contact  with  an  estimated  VC/NVA  company  killing  seven.  Again 
on  23  July,  1st  Bn  45th  ARVN  Regt  contacted  an  estimated  VC/NVA  company 
while  followlng-up  an  ARC  Light,  killir^  22  enemy  who  were  identified  as 
members  of  the  D-257  Infiltration  Group  normally  associated  with  the  174th 
KVA  Regt.  On  27  July,  elements  of  the  2d  Bn  L5th  ARVN  Eegt  engaged  an 
estimated  VC/NVA  Co  killing  17.  Again  on  30  July,  the  Ist  Bn  45th  ARVN 
Regt  made  a  li^t  contact  aouth  of  Ban  Ha  Thuot  in  a  semicircle  similar 
to  the  2d  Bde  4th  Inf  Div'e  semicircle  to  the  north  of  town. 
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2.  ClDG  Operations:  CllXj  elonsits  continued  operations  along  the 
La^tian/Cambodian  boi-der  in  all  three  highland  provinces,  supported  by 
MSP  coQpanies  operating  both  the  Dak  Payou  Valley  and  another  sus¬ 
pected  base  area  west  of  Kontum  City.  Camp  Strike  Force  element- s,  from 
Trang  Phuc  to  Ploi  Wrong,  made  scattered  contacts  with  enemy  units  up 
to  company  size,  but  the  enaay  rspaatedly  refused  to  beccme  decisively 
engaged  and  eluded  allied  attempts  at  encirclesttnt. 

4  RF/FF  Operations:  RF  and  Pp  units  continued  their  local  recon¬ 
naissance  and  security  missions  without  establishing  significant  contact. 
The  various  units  were  subject  to  an  increased  number  of  enemy  initiated 
contacts,  but  appeared  to  have  demonetrated  an  increaaed  effectiveness  in 
the  face  of  increased  activity  directed  towards  them. 

(d)  Einh  Dinh  Province  May  Operations:  Combined  operations  of  ARVN, 
ROK,  ClDG  and  U3  forces  increased  throughout  tl.e  month  though  few  major 
actions  were  reported.  Significant  actions  occurred  as  followsi 

1  US  Operations:  The  173d  Abn  Bde  (Sep)  continued  operation  BAR 
SINH-COCHISE  in  Binh  Dinh  Province  (See  Incl  2).  On  5  Way,  eight  km 
north  of  Fhu  My  a  platoon  of  A  Co  1st  Bn  50th  inf  (Mech)  was  surrounded 
and  suffered  moderate  casualties.  Ist  Em  50th  Inf  (Mech)(-),  Ist  Bn  69th 
Armor  and  2d  En  503d  Abn  Inf  reinforced.  During  the  contact  three  gun- 
ships  were  shot  down.  Twenty-four  tactical  air  sorties  were  flown  and 
artillery  supported.  On  6  May,  the  action  continued  with  3d  Bn  503d 

Abn  Inf  moving  into  the  contact  area  to  find,  fix  and  prevent  withdrawal 
of  the  enemy.  A  total  of  39  enany  bodies  and  13  weapons  were  located 
during  sweep  operations.  Other  minor  actions  in  the  area  tr-rough  7  May 
by  Che  2d  Bn  502d  aril  3d  Bn  503d  Abn  Inf  produced  overall  casualties 
for  the  period  5“7  May  of  23  US  KIA,  124  HIA.  The  er«ny  losses  weie 
placed  at  145  KIA,  two  {W'e,  one  rallier  atvd  16  SA  captured.  On  11  May 
B  and  C  Co  1st  Bn  50th  Inf  (Mech)  ware  attacked  by  an  estimated  two 
VC/WA  battalions  six  km  -southwest  of  LZ  Uplift.  The  VC/NVA  force 
fired  over  150  rounds  of  B-40  and  30  rounde  of  BOom  mortar  fire.  Result# 
of  the  attack  were:  Enemy  -  104  KIA;  Friendly  three  KIA  and  33  WlA .  On 
15  May,  gunships  from  the  173d  Abn  Bde  (Sep)  observed  60-75  enemy  five 
km  east  of  Ka  Tay  ClDG  Camp.  Artillery  and  3d  Bn  503d  Abn  Inf  reacted  to 
the  sighting.  Whiile  sweeping  the  area,  a  regimental  size  base  camp,  con¬ 
taining  100  bunkers  and  miscellaneous  isaterial,  was  discovered.  On  25 
May,  B  arel  C  Go  1st  Bn  50th  Inf  (Mech)  made  contact  with  an  enemy  batta¬ 
lion  six  km  southwest  of  JLZ  Uplift.  Results  of  the  action  were  two  US 
A,  16  WLA  while  the  enemy  lost  33  KIA  and  one  PW. 

2  ARVN  Operations;  Whice  the  405th  ABVK  Scout  Co  was  investigating 

a  cave  system  six  km  east  of  Tuy  Phuoc  on  9  May,  they  received  small  arc-s, 
autematio  weapons  and  B-40  fire  from  the  cave.  The  40l3t  ARVN  Scout  Co 
and  TAC  Air  reinforced  the  contact.  Results  of  the  contact  were  one  ARVN 
KIA,  one  IS  KIA,  22  ARVN  WIA,  14  SA,  one  PRC  10,  and  54  protective  masks 
lost  to  the  enemy.  Known  enemy  ioeees  were  three  KIA. 

2  ClDG  Operations;  ClDG  eienents  conducted  a  major  operation  on 
10  Kav  eight  ion  southwest  of  Ha  Tay  CIDC  Camp.  Action  continued  tljough 
the  ilth  vsith  three  CSF  Co  and  one  MSF  Co  employed.  Results  of  the 
contact  were  one  US  KIA,  26  ClDG  KU,  four  US  and  102  ClDG  WU.  Enemy 
lossea  were  I30  KIA,  20  SA,  300  uniforms,  two  tons  of  rice  and  assorted 
ammunition  captured. 

4  ROK  Oper^itions:  ROK  rorces  continued  to  exploit  euccesees  gained 
from  Operation  MAEtc  HO  11  to  counter  a  continued  threat  to  the  Go  Boi 
Plain  area,  through  Operation  BI  HO  12.  One  tank  plat  from  1st  EH  69th 
Armor  was  placed  OPCON  to  the  Senior  Liaison  Officer  to  Capital  ROK  Inf 
Div  (CRID)  in  support  of  the  operation.  Focueed  in  an  area  seven  km  north¬ 
west  of  Cui  Nhon,  the  operation  resulted  in  39  enany  KLA,  30  PW's,  31  3A, 
two  C3W  and  28  hand  grerades  captured  with  only  tv.o  ROK  WlA. 
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^  RF/PF  Operations:  On  5  May  vicinity  BR  b690  the  17th  and  30th  PF 
platoona  engaged  an  unknown  aiae  enemy  force  resulting  in  15  VC/NVA  Ela 
and  one  PF  KIA  and  two  WlA.  Contact  continued  on  5  May  when  LZ  Salem, 
vicinity  Eli  9379  received  12  rounds  of  82ain  mortar  followed  by  an  attack 
on  the  3<i  Bn  list  AP.VN  Regt  and  943<1  W  Company's  positions.  Results 
for  the  operation  were  nine  RF  KIA,  14  RF  WlA,  three  AKVk  WlA,  five  RF 
MIA  and  18  VC/NVA  KIA.  On  18  May  the  114th  RF  Co  engaged  an  unknown  size 
enemy  unit  NW  of  Qui  Nhon,  vicinity  CR  0M6.  The  contact  was  reinforced 
by  two  additional  RF  companies.  The  fighting  continued  until  the  evenrng 
of  the  19th  when  the  enemy  broke  contact.  Results  of  the  contact  were; 
Friendly  -  eight  RF  KIA,  three  VflA,  one  US  Adv  WlA;  Eneny  -  KIA  and 
seven  SA  captured. 

(e)  Binh  Dinh  Province  June  Operations:  During  June  elements  of  the 
173d  Abn  Bde  (Sep)  conducted  reconnaissance  in  force  operations  in  the  An 
Lao  Valley,  the  Phu  My  Plains  and  the  Nieu  Hui  Mountains  in  conjunction 
with  the  40th  and  the  J+lst  ARVN  Inf  Regt.  The  3d  Bn  503d  Abn  Inf  was 
deployed  from  the  DAN  SINH-COCKXSE  AO  on  18  June  to  Bao  Loc.  The  1st  Bn 
503d  Abn  Inf  continued  Operation  WALK®  by  conducting  reconnaissance  in 
force  operations  west  of  An  Khe  complimenting  security  operations  along 
Highway  QL  1.  On  22  June,  two  compaitios  of  the  Ist  Bn  503d  Abn  Inf 
deployed  to  Bao  Loc.  In  southern  Binh  Dinh  Province  elements  of  the  CHID 
continued  their  attacks  on  the  18th  NVA  Regt  and  comoenced  Operation 
MAENG  HO  12  in  the  Phu  Cat  Mountains/Go  Bol  Plains  area  north  of  Qui  Nhon, 
Significant  actions  are  as  follows: 

1  US  Operations:  On  18  June,  Camp  Radcliff  at  An  Khe  vie  BR46A8, 
received  40  rounds  of  82ram  mortar  resulting  in  12  US  WIA ,  No  significant 
contacts  were  made  by  US  forces  in  June, 

2  CIDG  Operations:  On  I5  June,  vie  BR  6654  »  CSF  platoon  from  the 
Vinh”Than  CIDG  Camp  engaged  an  unknown  size  enemy  force.  Three  enemy  were 
killed  without  friendly  losses  and  a  sweep  of  the  area  uncovered  40  rounds 
of  e2mm  mortar,  nine  SA,  1000  rounds  of  H-79  ammunition,  600  hand  grenades 
and  one  ton  of  AK-47  ammunition. 

2_  RF/PF  Operations:  At  1710  hours  on  17  June,  a  PF  platoon  located 
vie  CROI72  was  attacked  by  an  estimated  en-’my  sqxmd  as  it  entered  the 
temlet.  Results  of  the  contact  were  five  PF  KIA  and  nine  WIA.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  one  civilian  was  killed  and  33  ve^unded. 

(f)  Binh  Dinh  Province  July  Operations: 

1  US  Operations:  The  northern  boundaiy  of  the  DAN  SINH-COCHISE  AO 
was  "hanged  to  follow  the  I  Corps/II  Corps  boundary  on  2  July  1968.  At 
1210  hours  2  July  C  Co  1st  Bn  50th  Inf  (Mech)  was  released  of  its  bridge 
security  mission  for  bridges  87-94  along  QL  1  vie  BS9217,  and  returnad 
to  LZ  Uplift.  The  Americal  Division  assumed  the  mission  of  bridge 
defense.  On  4  July,  1st  E6n  50th  Inf  conmenced  a  combined  operation  with 
the  4l8t  ARVN  Regiment  in  the  vicinity  of  Suol  Ca  Valley.  On  11  July, 
Company  C  let  Bn  69th  Armor  reinforced  the  CAP  ROK  Inf  Div  on  Operation 
'  MAENG  HO  12,  in  the  Co  Bol  Plains.  On  15  July,  A  Cc  2d  Bn  503d  l.if  on 
a  search  operation  with  national  police  eletsents  located  one  ton  of  rice 
Vic  BR  901983.  An  enemy  ambush  of  elements  of  the  19th  fiigr  Bn  in  the 
vicinity  of  BS  8906  on  22  July  resulted  in  14  US  KIA,  nine  US  W.A,  three 
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ARVN  KIA,  eight  AHVN  VOA  and  four  RF/PP  WU.  On  31  July,  B  Co  Ist  Bn  50th 
Inf  (Mech)  while  on  a  search  o.^-oration  found  a  cave  complex  containing 
$150,000  (US]  $50  bills  and  935,000  piasters  vicinity  of  BR  7164. 

2.  ARVN  Operations:  The  month  of  July  was  one  which  held  light  con- 
tact~for  the  Army  of  Vietnam  and  for  the  Popular  and  Regular  Forces.  On 
6  July,  the  1st  Bn  of  the  41st  ARVN  Regt  was  air-lifted  from  the  Suoi 
Ca  Valley  to  Phu  Hy.  On  10  July,  three  PF  platoons,  while  participating 
in  a  search  and  clear  operation  five  kai  northeast  of  Bong  Son  (Bh  8397), 
■ade  contact  with  an  unknown  size  enemy  force.  Small  arms  and  automatic 
weapons  fire  was  exchanged,  resulting  in  one  friendly  KIA  whi^e  15  enemy 
were  KIA  and  21  SA  captured.  On  the  27th  of  July,  northwest  of  wuj.  mion 
at  0925  hours  the  114th  RF  Co  made  contact  with  an  estimated  VC  platoon 
(CR  0826).  US  artillery  supported  the  contact  which  broke  at  1600  hours, 
resulting  in  I5  enemy  KIA  and  two  fV'a  captured  without  friendly  loss. 

2..  ROK  Operations;  ROK  contacts  in  the  GRID  AO  by  elemente  of  the 
Cavalry  Regiment  on  5  July  in  the  vicinity  of  HI  600419,  BR  671348  and 
CRO8O446  resulted  in  12  enemy  KIA,  four  SA,  two  CSW,  several  hand  gre¬ 
nades,  small  anns  ammunition  and  a  small  amount  of  rice  captured.  The 
Cav  Regt  also  located  a  small  cache  coneioting  of  49  B40  rockets  and 
500  rounds  of  small  arms  aamunition.  On  6  July,  during  Operation  HAQiC 
ID  12  ROK  forces,  vicinity  the  Phu  Cat  Kountains/Co  Boi  Plains,  had 
several  scattered  contacts  resulting  in  17  enemy  KIA,  one  Prf  and  12  SA 
captured  with  the  ROK  having  four  KIA.  A  13  company  cordon,  vicinity 
BR  9941,  was  completed  on  8  July  by  the  CRIB'S  1st  Bde  and  Cav  Regt  en¬ 
circling  what  was  belelved  to  be  a  battalion  size  enemy  unit.  On  11 
July,  Company  C  (-}  from  Ist  Bn  69th  Armor  deployed  to  the  CRIL  contact 
area  on  the  Go  Boi  Plains.  Heavy  contact  errupted  as  the  cordon  tight¬ 
ened  and  the  enemy  attempted  to  break  out.  After  several  hours  of  in¬ 
tense  combat,  30  enemy  were  KIA,  two  FW'e,  14  SA  and  three  B-4O  rocket 
launchers  and  a  light  nechine  gun  were  captured.  Friendly  losses  were 
four  KIA,  On  the  following  day  the  ROK's  continued  to  tighten  the 
cordon  making  numerous  contacts  throughout  the  day.  Results  for  13  July 
were  enemy  46  KIA,  17  SA  and  two  CSK  captured.  Friendly  losses  were 
one  KIA  and  five  WIA.  On  I5  July  scattered  contact  on  the  Go  Boi  Plains 
resulted  In  20  enemy  KIA  and  seven  SA  captured  without  friendly  loss. 
Operation  HAEJG  HO  12  terminated  on  19  July  with  the  following  results: 
Enemy  -  335  KIA,  38  PW's,  77  ralliers,  165  SA  and  I4  CCW  captured. 
Friendly  losses  were  29  KIA  and  54  KIA. 

(g)  Central  Provinces  May  Operations:  In  Phu  Bon,  Phu  Yen  and 
Khanh  Hoa  Provinces,  US  forces  reported  numerous  small  actions  in  the 
DAN  HOA-BOLLING  AD  including  extensive  Bushmaster  operations  conducted 
by  4th  Bn  503d  Abn  Inf.  Significant  actions  are  as  follows: 

US  Operations:  On  2  Kay  B  Co  4th  Bn  503d  Abn  Inf  conducted 
an  ambush  which  accounted  for  eight  eneny  KIA,  seven  SA  and  six  packs 
captured  in  the  vicinity  of  CQ  006496,  On  20  May,  D  Co  4th  Bn  503d 
Abn  Inf  located  300  pounds  of  CS  gas  vicinity  of  B5  994526.  As  the 
area  was  highly  contaminated,  the  gas  was  left  in  place. 

2,  RCMI  Operations:  The  9th  ROK  Div  continued  to  concentrate  on 
extensive  patrolling  and  preparation  for  Operation  DOK  SURJ  BAEK  J(A  6, 
to  ta.ce  place  20  km  west  of  Nha  Trang.  On  11  May,  a  LHP  plat  surprised 
and  iilled  25  VC/NVA  west  of  the  Hon  Ba  Pass.  Six  SA,  one  Tokarev  pis¬ 
te.  and  one  hand  grenade  were  captured.  As  the  operation  continued, 
small  engagements  occurred  throughout  the  area.  Results  for  Phase  I 
and  II  of  Operation  B*K  MA  6  were:  Enemy  -  243  KIA,  four  PW's,  87  SA 
and  seven  CSW  captured.  Friendly  losses  were  five  KIA  and  12  WIA. 
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(h)  Central  Provinces  Juno  Operational  In  the  central  pi-ovir.cea 
contact  remained  at  relatively  low  level  during  June.  Significant  actions 
are  as  followas 

1.  US  Operations!  1th  Bn  503d  Abn  Inf  continued  Operation  BAN  HCA- 

BOLliNC  in  conjunction  with  the  l7th  ARVN  Rogt  targeting  on  the  VStti  hVA 

P.egt  in  the  Ky  Lo  Valley.  There  las  a  significant  increase  in  both  .min¬ 
ing  and  booby-trap  incidents  in  Phu  fen  Province.  This  coupied  witi. 

LOG  and  POL  pipeline  interdiction,  indicated  that  although  enemy  units 
had  refused  decisive  ground  contact  with  Allied  Forces,  he  plannee  to 
continue  hi.s  harassing  actions  in  Phu  Ten  Province. 

2.  ROK  Operations!  In  Khanh  Hoa  Province,  the  9th  ROK  Div  termin¬ 
ated  Operation  BAK  MA  6  20  km  northwest  of  Nha  Trang,  on  7  June.  Re¬ 

sults  of  this  highly  successful  operation  were!  305  enemy  KIA,  five  rVi''s 
and  135  weapons  captured.  On  6  June,  the  Vung  Ro  Fort  facility  was 
attacked  by  a  sapper  unit  respiting  in  eight  US  KIA  and  22  WlA.  On  the 
same  day,  13  sections  of  pipeline  north  of  Vung  Ro  Bay  were  aestroyed 
resulting  in  50-75,000  gallons  of  JP-4  and  diesel  fuel  lost.  In  Oper¬ 
ation  HAEIJG  HO  12  on  23  June,  elements  of  the  GRID  vie  CR  0953  killed  53 
enemy  while  capturing  seven  fW‘ s  and  2£  SA.  Friendly  casualties  were 
one  KIA  and  two  WlA . 

ARVN  Operations!  On  26  June,  vie  CR  0573,  elements  of  the  4th 
Bn  4l3t  ARVN  Regt  were  attacked  by  an  unknown  number  of  enemy.  Twelve 
enemy  were  KIA  and  three  fW*s  captured  without  friendly  casualties. 

4,.  GICG  Operations:  On  6  June,  vie  B5  8974,  a  CSF  company  from 
the  Dong  Tre  CIDG  CaiUp  engaged  an  estimated  VC/NVA  plat  resulting  in  10 
VC/WA  KIA,  five  SA  captured,  and  six  CSF  KIA  and  two  WlA.  On  23  June, 
vie  BP  9553,  a  CSF  element  from  the  Trung  Dung  C1ZX3  Camp  ambushed  an 
unknown  size  enemy  force  resulting  in  12  enemy  KIA,  one  Rrf  and  one  SA 
captured  without  friendly  casualtiee, 

(i)  Central  Provinces  July  Operations:  During  the  month  of  July 
the  military  activity  within  the  central  provinces  was  generally  chai^ 
acterizea  by  small  unit  contacts  resulting  from  sweep  operations  and 
ambushes.  Two  significant  engagements  were  those  of  the  29th  EOK  Regt 
during  Operation  BAK  JBE  17  west  of  Nha  Trang  and  the  33d  and  89th  PF 
Platoons  operations  NE  of  Song  Cau.  Forces  operating  in  the  three 
provinces  ir, elude  the  4th  Bn  503d  Abn  Inf;  the  26th,  ?'’th,  29th  and 
30th  ROK  Regxaents  and  the  47th  ARVN  Regiment  (-).  On  30  July,  a 
combined  operation  commenced  in  the  Ky  Lo  Valley  (BQ  8377)  with  the  4th 
Bn  503d  Abn  Inf,  the  3d  Bn  47th  ARVN  Regt  and  the  26th  hOK  Regt  partic¬ 
ipating,  Significant  actiono  are  as  follows! 

US  C^ratlons:  The  4th  Bn  503d  Abn  Inf  was  the  only  unit  opera¬ 
ting  within  the  three  provinces.  The  battalion  conducted  search  and 
clear  operations  in  AC  BLACK  (BQ  3040)  from  16-27  July,  There  were  no 
significant  US  contacts  during  the  nonth  of  July. 

2.  ROK  Operations:  ROK  Operation  BAK  JEE  #17  wat  conducted  in  the 
Hon  Giu  Mountains  (vicinity  BP  6361)  from  7-19  July  by  the  29th  ROK  Regt. 
Numerous  contacts  wore  made  by  the  nine  companies  of  this  regiment  re¬ 
sulting  in  129  enemy  KIA,  two  W's,  35  SA,  and  one  CSW  captured.  Friendly 
casualties  were  two  KIA  and  two  WlA.  Other  ROK  contacts  were  made  mostly 
by  ambush  which  resulted  in  numerous  enemy  KIA  while  sustaining  almost 
negligible  friendly  casualties. 
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ARVR/^/PF  Operations:  Approximately  eight  km  HE  of  Song  Cau 
(vie  CX3  137925)  the  33d  and  89th  PF  Platoont  were  attacked  by  an  estima¬ 
ted  VC/NVA  company  on  27  July.  The  726th  and  946th  RF  Companies  reinfor¬ 
ced  the  contact  at  1925  hoire  by  conbat  assaults  into  blocking  positions. 
Coastal  Group  23  (VNR)  also  reinforced  the  contact  with  five  junks  and 
two  swift  boats  which  later  sank  two  enemy  sanpans.  The  297th  and  li2th 
RF  Companies  wers  also  inserted  into  the  area  by  combat  assault  on  the 
morning  of  28  July.  Contact  broke  at  0900  hours  on  28  July.  Results  of 
the  action  were  16  RF/PF  KIA,  one  VN  sailor  KIA,  six  VDA,  two  MIA,  26  SA 
and  one  radio  lost.  Enemy  losses  were  29  KIA,  three  fV's  with  13  SA, 
two  CSW  and  6000  rounds  of  anall  arms  ammunition  captureu. 

CIDG  Operations:  The  defined  area  of  the  Nha  Trang  Installation 
Defense  Command  (IDC)  had  only  a  few  anall  unit  contacts  resulting  from 
combat  sweep  ope-ations.  During  the  assault  of  a  base  camp  area  (vie 
BP  987467)  by  CSF  and  MSF  companies,  an  extensive  cave  complex  with 
multiple  entrances  was  disco'.ared.  Some  caves  were  25-30  feet  deep 
with  lD-12  feet  of  solid  rock  overhead.  There  is  sufficient  ruiming 
water  and  pools  to  supply  a  battalion  sized  force.  Currently  this 
complex  is  not  clear  of  enemy  personnel;  however,  combat  operations  are 
continuing,  specifically  oriented  toward  the  destruction  o\the  remain¬ 
ing  elements  of  the  18B  NVA  Regt  currently  operating  in  the  vicinity  of 
Nha  Trang. 

(J)  Southern  Provinces  May  Operations:  During  Kay  US  tactical 
operations  were  liir.ited  to  Operation  DAN  TKANG-MCLAIN  in  Binh  Thuan  aril 
Kinh  Thuan  Provinces.  .Minor  scattered  actions  involving  US  units  were 
limited.  Significant  actions  in  this  area  were  as  follows; 

1.  RF  (^rations:  On  5  six  km  north  of  Phan  Thist,  five  EF 

companies  reinforced  by  the  2d  Plat  C  Co  Ist  Bn  69th  Armor  and  3d  Bn 
44th  ARVN  Eegt  made  contact  with  an  unknown  size  enemy  force.  Results 
of  the  contact  were  six  RF  KIA  and  32  RF  WlA.  Enemy  losses  ware  50  KIA, 
18  SA  and  three  CSW  captured.  On  6  Kay,  three  RF  compariies  were  attacked 
by  an  estimated  enemy  battalion  vicinity  BN  256412.  The  engagement  re¬ 
sulted  In  20  RF  KIA  and  2f»  RF  WIA.  Enemy  losses  were  U  KIA  and  two  SA 
captured.  On  25  Kay,  three  km  north  of  Phan  Thiet,  3d  Bn  44th  ARVN  Inf 
and  a  US  tank  plat  encountered  an  estimated  two  enemy  companies,  result¬ 
ing  in  six  ARVN  KIA  and  24  ARVN  HIA.  Three  enemy  were  KIA  and  three  SA 
were  captured. 

2,  ARVN  Operations;  On  9  Kay  2d  Bn  44th  ARVN  Regt  was  ambushed, 

15  km  5SM  of  Bao  hoc  by  an  estimated  company  size  VC/KVA  force.  Contact 
broke  after  six  air  strikes.  Results  were  35  ARVN  KIA,  37  ARVN  MIA,  44 
3A,  one  PRC-10  radio  lost  with  four  enemy  KIA.  On  12  Hay,  the  22d  ARVN 
Ranger  Bn  on  a  search  and  clear  operation  contacted  an  estiiaated  VC/NVA 
battalion,  26  km  SW  of  Dalat.  ARVN  artillery  and  Spooky  supported.  The 
22d  ARVN  Ranger  Bn  regrouped  and  swept  the  area  the  following  day. 
Friendly  losses  were  39  KIA,  33  MIA,  25  SA  lost.  Enemy  casualties  were 
unknown;  however,  an  examination  of  the  battle  area  revealed  nnnerous 
blood  trails  and  troops  in  contact  estiauted  50  VC/NVA  KIA. 

(k)  Southern  Provinces  June  Operations:  During  early  June,  enemy 
initiated  activity  increased  In  Binh  Thuan,  Tuyen  Due  an.  lam  Dong  and 
the  southern  portion  of  Ninh  Thuan  Province,  This  activity  necessitated 
a  aorement  of  US,  ARVN  and  CIDG  elements  to  the  southern  portion  of  11 
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CTZ  to  contain  this  thrsat ,  The  Bn  506th  Inf  1st  Bde  lOlst  ACD 
moved  from  the  Phan  Thiot  area  to  conduct  Operation  BANJO  BOYCE  south¬ 
west  of  Dalat,  then  shifted  southeast  of  Bao  Loc  in  conjunction  with 
the  3d  Bn  503d  Abn  Inf  173d  Abn  Bde  (Sep)  which  had  been  deployed  from 
the  DAN  SINH-OOCHISE  AO  in  Binh  Dinh  Province.  In  response  to  increased 
activity  vicinity  Phan  Thiet,  the  3d  506th  Inf  airlifted  back  into 
Birli  Thuan  Province  to  commence  operations  against  the  Z*82d  Local  Force 
Bn.  Operation  HARMON  GREEN  was  initiated  on  18  June  southwest  of  Bao 
Loc  to  locate  and  destroy  the  145th  MF  Bn.  Significant  actions  ari.  as 
follows : 


1.  US  Forces/W  Forces;  On  1  June,  a  conhd.nad  task  force  comprised 
of  elements  of  3d  Bn  506th  Inf,  engineers,  a  MEDCAP  Team,  a  civil  affairs 
team,  an  RF  Co,  one  tank  plat,  and  elements  from  the  national  police 
force  loade  contact  with  an  enemy  platoon  vicinity  AN  8414  resulting  in  17 
enemy  KIA,  eight  SA  and  one  fV  captured.  Two  US  and  five  RF  were  WIA. 
Also  on  17  June,  southwest  of  Bao  Loc  vicinity  ZT  1672,  C  Co  Ist  Bn 

503d  Abn  Inf  was  attacked  by  an  estimated  enemy  battalion.  Seven  US 
were  >  .A  and  33  WIA,  while  enemy  losses  were  I5  KIA.  A  weapons  cache 
was  uncovered  in  the  innediate  area  yielding  63  SA,  two  radios,  approx¬ 
imately  1000  pounds  of  small  arms  ammunition,  and  medical  supplies. 

On  18  June,  the  3d  Bn  503d  Abn  Inf  deployed  from  the  COCHISE  AO  in  Binh 
Dinh  Province  to  Bao  Loc  to  commence  Operation  HARMON  GREQI.  On  22 
June,  two  companies  of  the  1st  Bn  503d  Abn  Inf  deployed  to  Bao  loc  from 
An  Khe,  as  the  3d  Bn  506th  Inf  returned  to  the  Phan  Thiet  area. 

2.  ARVN  Forces,  RF/PF  Forces:  On  1  June,  an  unknown  size  enemy 
force  made  contact  with  the  Uth  Ranger  Bn  four  km  west  of  Lalat.  Spooky 
supper*  ed  and  results  were  20  ARVN  KIA,  32  WIA  while  the  eneny  sustained 
five  KJi  and  two  SA  were  captured.  On  3  June,  vicinity  ZT  2376,  the 
542d  RF  Co  was  attacked  by  an  unknown  size  enemy  force  resulting  in  50 

RF  KIA,  six  civilians  killed  and  43  SA  lost.  On  5  Juno,  a  village  BN 
355384  north  of  Phan  Ri  was  occupied  by  an  enas^y  company.  Four  RF  com¬ 
panies  wejce  dispatched  to  the  village  and  engaged  the  enemy  Ibrce. 

Results  of  the  contact  were  13  RF  KIA  and  18  RF  WIA,  seven  SA  and  three 
radiue  lost.  Enemy  losses  were  unknown.  On  the  night  of  6  June,  Tu  Tam 
Hamlet  BN  7674,  six  km  SW  of  Phan  Rang,  was  entered  by  an  estimated  enemy 
battalion.  On  7  June,  three  companies  from  the  1st  Bn  44th  ARVN  Eegt 
and  three  RF  companies  reinforced  the  HO  units  in  the  hamlet.  The  con¬ 
tact  continued  until  6  June  resulting  in  five  RF  KIA,  two  US  and  11  PF 
WIA.  Enen^y  losoes  were  11  KIA,  four  fW'e  and  three  SA.  captured.  On  18 
June,  vie  AN  8412,  the  15th  RD  team  made  contact  with  an  estimated  two 
VC/NVA  companies,  a  tank  plat  and  the  3d  Bn  44th  ARVN  Regt  reinforced; 
contact  broke  on  19  June  with  53  enemy  KIA  and  30  SA  captured.  Friendly 
loeses  were  22  KIA  and  31  WIA.  On  20  June  vie  AN  8I44,  elements  of 
the  4th  Bn  44th  ARVN  Regt  were  attacked  by  two  eneayr  companies.  Results 
were  36  ARVN  KIA  and  32  WIA  while  31  3A  were  loot. 

Ob  17  June,  a  VC/llVA  Co  wae  reported  to  have  occupied  the 
village  Binh  Nghla  vicinity  BN  8987.  Two  companies  combat  assaulted  into 
the  area  while  elemwte  of  the  let  £n  44th  ARVN  Regt  cordoned  the  area. 
Sixteen  enemy  were  KIA  and  eight  SA  captured  while  three  RF  were  KIA  and 
three  WIA.  In  Quang  Due  Province  on  18  June,  vie  YU  4632  a  CSF  Co  from 
the  Bu  Prang  CIDG  Camp  discovered  40  rounds  of  RPG-2,  300  8^im  mortar 
rounds  and  300  hand  grenades. 
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(l)  Southern  Provinces  July  Operations :  There  was  only  scattered 
contact  with  eneay  forces  in  the  Southern  Provinces  during  the  month  of 
July.  The  enemy  chose  to  avoid  contact  and  on  the  rare  occassions  when 
located  managed  to  break  contact  as  rapidlj-  as  possible.  Friendly 
forces  have  continued  to  operate  in  the  Southern  Provinces  on  a  rec'on- 
naissance-in- force  mission  directed  against  ME6  ana  its  elements.  On 
1  July  1968,  the  DAN  ’mANC-.-.CL.AlN  AO  was  extended  to  include  all  the 
Area  of  Operation  HARMON  GREEN.  Forces  operating  in  the  area  included 
Task  Force  South  with  3d  Bn  503d  Abn  Inf,  3d  Bn  506th  Inf,  A  and  C 
Companies  1st  Bn.  503d  Abn  Inf,  a  two  battalion  ARVN  Ranger  Task  Force 
and  a  three  company  MSF  TF.  Vfeather  thjoughout  the  month  was  charac¬ 
terized  by  low  ceilings  ana  scattered  ram  showers  that  frequently 
interfered  with  eiir  operations.  Significant  actions  in  the  area  are 
as  follows; 

1.  US  Forces:  On  4  July  1988^  OperaMon  DAN  THANG-MCIAIU,  the 
combined  US/ARVN/CHX)  operation,  directe.i  against  MR6  began  when  US 
and  ARVN  elements  conducted  coiabat  assaults  into  landing  zones  vicinity 
AN  825548  (FSB  Adams),  AN  864589  (FSB  Washington)  and  AN  831520  (FSB 
Jefferson).  Effective  15  July,  the  area  of  operation  wae  expanded  to 
include  all  of  bam  Dong,  Tuyen  Due  and  Binh  Thuan  Provinces  and  that 
portion  of  Binh  Thuan  Province  not  included  in  the  9th  ROK  Inf  Div  area 
of  operation  (see  Inci  2).  There  were  only  two  significant  LIS  contacto 
during  the  month  of  July,  in  which  the  3d  Bn  506th  Inf  reinforced  an 
ARVN  contact  KE  of  Phan  Thiet  on  17  July  and  a  RF  contact  on  21  July. 

The  results  of  these  contacts  are  discussed  in  the  ARVN  and  KF  portions. 

2.  ARVN  Operations:  On  8  July  1968,  approximately  two  kilometers 
SSW  of  Due  Lap  (vie  TU  885521)  elements  from  3d  Bn  45th  ARVN  Regt  were 
ambushed  by  an  unknown  size  enemy  force  emplojring  clayaores.  Results 
were  nine  ARVN  KXA,  five  ARVN  MIA.  Enec^r  losses  were  unknown.  At  0645 
hrs  on  17  July,  the  2d  Bn  4Ath  ARVN  Regt  engaged  an  estimated  VC/NVA 
battalion  dug  in  vicinity  AN  934180.  Gunships  reacted  at  1000  hours 
and  friendly  forces  pulled  back  to  employ  tactical  air,  artillery  and 
naval  gunfire.  The  initial  contact  broke  at  1330  hours  and  TP  South 
began  combat  assaulting  the  3a  Bn  506th  Inf  into  blocking  positions  to 
the  north  and  northeast  vicinity  AN  948195  and  AN  935211.  The  battalion 
closed  at  1725  hours.  At  approximately  1700  hours  vicinity  AN  9321, 
elemeata  from  3d  Bn  506th  Inf  began  receiving  mortar  and  small  arms 
fire  and  at  1820  hours  vicinity  AN  9410  other  elements  from  3d  Bn 
5U6th  Inf  began  to  received  small  arms  fire.  Artillery,  gunships  and 
Spooky  supported  and  3d  Bn  506th  Inf  continued  to  receive  sporadic  mortar 
and  small  arms  fire  during  the  night.  Additionally,  the  3d  Bn  44th  ARVN 
Regt  moved  from  Phan  Thiet  to  the  contact  area  and  reinforced  2d  Bn  44th 
ARVN  Regt.  A  sweep  of  the  area  on  18  July  revealed  numerous  bunkers  and 
blood  trails;  however,  no  eneiay  bodies  were  found.  Results  of  this  con¬ 
tact  were  11  ARVN  KIA,  46  ARVN  WlA,  11  SA  lost,  two  US  KIA  and  30  US 
WIA.  Enemy  losses  are  unknown;  however,  an  agent  reported  that  68  enen^y 
had  been  killed.  On  26  July  vicinity  AP  317007  elements  from  the  22d 
Ranger  Bn  made  contact  with  an  estimated  enemy  company.  Artillery  sup¬ 
ported  and  contact  broke  at  1000  hours  when  the  enemy  exfiitrated  in  saail 
groups  out  of  the  area.  One  ARVN  was  KIA,  and  17  WIA.  Enemy  losses  are 
unknown, 

2  ROK  Oper  itions:  On  6  July,  the  30th  ROK  Regt  initiated  Operation 
KUN  MA  #7  northwest  of  Pham  Rang  vicinity  BP7303.  On  10  July  1968,  during 
this  operation,  38  enemy  wei-e  killed  and  10  SA  captured  without  friendly 
looses.  Operation  KUN  MA  ^7  terminated  on  b*  July.  Results  for  the  opera¬ 
tion  were  44  enemy  KIA  and  11  SA  captured.  There  were  no  friendly  casualties. 
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4.  RF  and  PF  Operations:  Two  platoons  from  the  119th  RP  Cor.pany 
were  ambushed  by  an  estimated  enemy  caapany  on  6  July  1968,  vicinity 
BN3A8373.  The  Song  Hao  district  advisor.  Major  Alien  Pasco,  while  en- 
routo  to  the  contact  with  his  interpreter  was  ambushed  and  killed. 

His  interpreter  escaped.  The  contact  was  suf^orted  by  gunships,  artil¬ 
lery  and  tactical  aar  and  broke  at  1110  hours.  At  1200  hours,  three 
RF  companies  began  moving  into  the  area  using  TF  South  aviation  assets. 
Night  defensive  positions  were  established  in  the  area  but  no  further 
contact  was  established.  Results  of  the  contact  were  one  US  KIA,  one 
US  WlA,  nine  RF  KIA,  seven  RF  WIA,  18  SA  and  one  radio  lost.  On  20 
July  vicinity  AN  9013,  three  HF  ccmpanies  made  contact  with  an  esti¬ 
mated  VC/NVA  battalion  while  on  sweep  operation.  The  enetiy  battalion 
was  in  prepared  positions  and  employed  snail  arms,  automatic  weapons, 
recoilless  rifle  fire  and  B40  rockets.  Gunships,  tactical  air  and 
artillery  supported  fr..endly  forces  and  the  2d  Bn,  u4th  ARVN  Regt  be¬ 
gan  ocoibat  assaulting  into  blocking  positions  at  1317  hours.  The  3d 
Bn,  14th  AR7>.'  Regt  also  began  cont'at  assaulting  into  blocking  positiune 
at  1430  hours  with  the  bulk  of  both  battalicns  and  the  4th  Trp,  8.-h 
ARVN  Armd  Cav  moving  into  cordon  positions  by  1655  hours.  Additionally, 
three  companies  frcm  3d  Bn,  506th  Inf  closed  into  the  cordon  positions 
St  1735  hours.  The  enemy  made  several  attempts  to  break  out  of  the  cor- 
do.':,  but  when  these  efforts  were  met  with  resistance  the  enemy  force 
apiarently  fragmented  into  small  groups  of  personnel  and  exfiltrated  with 
the  bulk  of  their  weapons.  A  sweep  through  the  contact  area  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day  met  no  resistance.  Results  for  the  contact  were  six  hf  KIA, 

13  KF  WlA,  o.ne  Rf  MIA,  eight  ARVN  KIA,  21  ARVN  WlA,  two  US  WU,  six  SA 
lost.  Eneny  losses  were  17  KIA,  four  FW's  and  four  SA  captured. 

4.  CiDG  Operations;  On  2  July  vicinity  YU947671  a  Carp  Strike 
Force  elanent  frcm  Due  Lap  CIDG  Canp  oade  contact  with  estimated  enemy 
battalion.  Gunships  and  tactical  air  supported  the  contact  which  broke 
at  1230  hours.  Two  additional  Camp  Strike  Force  companies  were  lifted 
into  the  area  but  contact  was  not  regained.  Results  of  the  contact  were 
friendly  three  KIA  and  11  VIA.  Enemy  losses  were  five  and  two  SA  cap¬ 
tured. 


(m) 

Results  for  11  uTZ 

for  the  Period  1  May  68  to 

31  July  68. 

1. 

Friendly: 

IB  ROK 

aRVN  RF/PF 

CIDG 

OTHER  TOTAL 

KIA 

269  71 

316  555 

122 

14  1374 

WIA 

1589  157 

818  825 

484 

25  3898 

2. 

See  page  6  and  7: 

Enemy  casualty 

figures. 

(n) 

Resulte  for  US  operatione  for  the 

Period  1  Hay  68  to  31  Jul  68 

FRlENDLf 

OAN  SINH  DAN  TliANG  DAN  HOA 

MALKHl  COCHISE  MCLAIN  BOU.ING 

blNH  TAI 
KACARTHUK 

KIA 

8  81 

10 

3 

157 

KIA 

45  ^61 

113 

34 

1324 

MIA 

0  2 

0 

0 

5 
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WALKER 

BAN  SINK 
COCHISE 

EREMT 

DAN  THANC 
MCUiU 

DAK  hOA 
BOuUNG 

BINH  TAY 
HACARTHUR 

KIA 

81 

116 

157 

15 

1189 

PW 

1 

27 

13 

3 

91 

SA 

u 

65 

12 

18 

267 

cs 

1 

10 

7 

0 

2 

(0) 

Cumulative 

results  for 

US  Operations. 

:'RIEKBLY 

KIA 

23 

97 

31 

60 

75-2 

WIA 

157 

513 

331 

219 

3580 

KIA 

0 

2 

0 

0 

3 

EKonr 

KIA 

160 

193 

709 

670 

5OU 

PW 

8 

37 

17 

88 

228 

SA 

a 

102 

133 

220 

1115 

CS 

1 

U 

17 

19 

153 

(3) 

Organizational  and  Training  Activities, 

(a) 

All  units 

that  are  aaaignad,  attached 

.  or  under  operational 

trol  of 

this  headquarters  as  of  31  July  1968  are  listed  at  Incl  3. 

(b)  The  coimand  relatlonahlp  of  major  US,  ARVN  and  FVWAF  units  with¬ 
in  11  CTZ  is  at  Incl  It, 

(c)  The  following  units  were  assigned,  attached  or  became  OPCON  to 
I  FFORCEV  during  the  period. 

1*  253d,  251th  and  255th  FA  Detachstents  (Radar),  assigned  by  USAHV 
GO  25U,  27  Kay  68, 

2.  256ih  FA  Detachaent  (Radar),  aseigned  by  OSARV  GO  2932,  20  Jun  68. 

2,.  list  Civil  Affairs  Co,  assigned  by  USAKV  GO  3131,  17  Jul  68, 

(d)  The  following  units  ware  reassigned  frco  1  FFOECBV  during  the 
period. 

1,  Ist  Bn  (155iaa)(T)  30th  Arty,  assigned  to  let  Air  C-tv  Div  ly 
USAEV  CO  2522,  27  May  68. 

2.  Btry  C,  6th  Bn  (15$aui)(T)  16th  Arty,  assigned  to  Provisional 
Corpe  Vietnam  by  U3ARV  00  2522  ,  27  Kay  68. 
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43d  APU,  assigned  to  let  Logietlcal  Cocimand  by  USARV  GO  25U2, 

28  May  68. 

(e)  Headquarters,  Task  Force  South  (Provisional)  was  organized  by 
I  FFOR^V  GO  bOUf  24  Jul  68,  The  headquarters  consists  of  12  officers 
and  18  enlisted  aen  with  the  sdselon  to  coordinate  unilaterla  and  com¬ 
bined  opera tiona  in  the  expanded  AO  MCLAIN,  eiqployiJig  OPCON  units  to 
locate  and  deati^  VC/liVA  forces,  and  to  establish  and  maintain  closest 
cooperation  and  coor(£nation  with  RVMAP  units.  Province  Chiefs  and  their 
advisors  within  the  AO.  Collocated  with  HQ,  TF  South  in  Dalat  is  the 
23d  Inf  Div,  Light  C.P.  Both  US/ARVK  Connanding  Officers  work  side  by 
side  with  their  staffs  working  in  a  combined  TOC.  The  staff  produces 
bilingual  briefings,  Sitreps,  Intsums  and  operation  orders. 

(f)  Manpower  Authorlzaticnsi 

1.  HHC,  I  FFORCBV,  was  reorganized  under  MTOE  52-lT  USARPAC  2/68 
effective  1  June  1968.  USARPAC  CO  244,  20  May  68,  as  amended  by  USARPaC 
GO  292,  14  Jun  68  impleatented  MT(£  which  authorized  166  officers,  4  war¬ 
rant  officers  and  261  enlisted  meo.  The  MTOE  had  been  subiaitted  during 
July  1967. 

2.  Medium  (15 Sum)  and  heavy  (175i»n/8  in)  artillery  battalions  were 
reorganized  under  standardised  MTOE  effective  15  June  and  1  July  respec¬ 
tively.  These  MTOE  were  reconmended  during  USARV  Phase  I  Standardiza¬ 
tion  Conference  in  Aug  6?  and  submitted  to  D' 

(g)  Research  and  Oevelopment  (fi&D)  Acitivities: 

1.  Requests  for  information  oc  0  items  from  USARV  and  ACTIV  were 
nnnitored  ^  this  headquarters.  No  FdSURS  requests  were  received  frcm 
OPCON  uni^B.  One  ENSURE  request  submitted  to  USARV  from  HQ  1  FFORCEV. 
It  was  a  request  for  high-power  wide  angle  telescopes  to  use  in  XX  CTZ 
for  long  range  visual  surveillance  from  high  terrain  features. 

2,  Testing  of  a  series  of  sensors  to  detect  eneoy  movement  was  con¬ 
ducted  in  11  CTZ.  These  are  seismic  and  acoustic  types  of  sensors.  They 
are  emplaced  either  by  hand  or  by  air  and  information  fras  then  is  moni¬ 
tored  at  a  location  apart  from  the  cenaors.  Test  results  are  inconclusive 
at  this  stage  but  more  intensive  testing  is  programmed. 

(h)  Training: 

1.  Assigned  and  attacned  units,  less  artillery  groups  and  battalion  a, 
are  inspected  seaii-annually.  One  unit  was  inspected  during  the  last  quar¬ 
ter  and  it  was  rated  satisfactory. 

2.  During  the  period  22-24  July  1968  a  six  wn  CONARC  Liaison  Team 
visited  m  X  FFORCEV  and  OPCON  units.  The  purpose  of  the  visit  was  to 
confer  with  ooanandsrs  and  staffs  at  all  levels  to  discuss  areas  affect¬ 
ing  individual  and  unit  training.  Hi  CONARC,  USAAMS,  USAAVNS,  USAIS, 
USACCSC  and  USAASMS  were  repreaented  on  the  team.  Observations  made 
during  the  visit  should  contribute  recent  combat  concepts  for  inclusion 
in  individual  and  unit  training  programs  in  CONUS. 

I  FFORCEV  initiated  the  publication  "Tactical  Notes"  to  prwide 
valuable  lessons  leariMd  to  as  wide  an  audience  as  possible.  Lessons 
Learned  are  submitted  to  HQ  I  FFORCEV  from  staff  sections  and  units  in 
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the  IT  CTZ.  After  receipt  the  lessons  learned  are  evaluated  a  board 
of  officers  (Tactical  Analysis  Board)  which  includes  experienced  comaian- 
ders  and  advisors.  The  first  issue  was  in  May  1968.  The  notes  are  in¬ 
tended  bo  address  prioarlly  the  tactical  as  opposed  to  the  administrative 
area.  The  notes  are  published  on  or  about  the  twenty-fifth  of  each  month. 
The  overall  objective  of  I  FFORCEV  Tactical  Notes  is  to  provide  a  recur¬ 
ring  publication  in  wt.ioh  new  ideas  and  lessons  learned  regarding  opera¬ 
tions  and  intelligence  matters  may  be  exchanged  with  a  view  to  improving 
operations. 

a.  Tactical  Notes  for  Kay,  Incl  5. 

b.  Tactical  Notes  for  June,  Incl  6. 

c.  Tactical  Notes  for  July,  Incl  7. 

(U)  Chemical! 

(a)  Herbicide  operations  during  this  reporting  period  have  inclu¬ 
ded  both  crop  and  defoliation  missions.  Unfavorable  weather  conditions 
throughout  the  II  CT2  have  resulted  in  the  cancellation  of  319  sorties 
of  561  sorties  scheduled. 


1,  The  results  of  US  Air  Force,  C-123  herbicide  miseions  are  as 
follows: 


NO  OF  SOKTISS 

HECTARES  DEFOLUTED 

M/T  CHOPS  DESTftOiiiD 

Bxnh  Dlnh 

37 

3IBO 

320 

Binh  Thuan 

14 

1356 

902 

Oar  lac 

55 

6498 

0 

Khanh  Hoa 

17 

1524 

636 

Kontun 

12 

1400 

0 

Earn  Dong 

6 

360 

360 

Ninh  Thuan 

3 

0 

358 

Phu  Bon 

0 

0 

0 

Phu  Tan 

40 

1666 

1996 

PUlku 

3« 

3520 

0 

Quang  Due 

20 

2340 

0 

Tuyen  Due 

0 

0 

0 

TOTAL 

alF 

217844 

4572 

2.  Units  OPCON  to  1  FFORCEV  are  ccntinulng  to  use  UH-1  and  CH-47 
fasllMpters  and  truck  based  apparatuses  to  spray  small  areas  not  con¬ 
ducive  to  attack  by  C-123  aircraft. 
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a.  The  4th  Inf  Div  flew  one  CH-47  helicopter  and  sixteen  UH-1  heli- 
jopter  sorties  to  defoliate  roads  and  fire  base  perimeters  and  to  destroy 
crops.  Approximately  130  metric  tons  of  rice  have  been  destroyed  through 
heliborne  spray  operations  in  the  Dak  iayau  VaLkSy.  Twenty-thLree  ground 
based  spray  missions  wore  completed,  using  a  truck  mounted  spray  appara¬ 
tus  to  defoliate  the  perimeter  of  the  division  base  camp. 

b.  The  173<1  Abn  Bds  (Sep)  flew  nine  UH-1  helicopLer  sortiOS,  two 
CH-47  helicopter  sorties,  and  two  ground  based  spray  missions  to  dei'oli- 
ate  1^8,  ambush  sites,  perimeters  and  to  destroy  crops - 

e_.  DSA,  II  Corps  flew  27  UH-1  helic<^ter  defoliation  iriissions  re¬ 
quested  by  ARVN. 

(b)  Riot  Control  Agents  (RCA)  were  employed  in  both  offensive  and 
defensive  operations.  Cartridges,  40nin,  CS  XM65I  and  4.2  inch  tactical 
CS,  XM630  continue  in  short  supply.  Operational  quantities  are  not  ex¬ 
pected  until  Dec  68  and  1st  Quarter  CT  69  respectively, 

1.  The  4th  Inf  Div  dropped  thirty-four  1X15  (B-158  Ibctical  uS 
Canister  Ciuslers)  from  UH-ls  on  enemy  bunker  complexes  to  restrict 
their  use.  A  demonstration  of  one  XM15  drop  was  conducted  for  4th  Div 
CBR  Officers  and  NCOs.  bulk  CS  (2060  lbs)  was  e.iiployod  against  enemy 
rocket  sites,  vicinity  YA  7632,  from  which  ground  fire  had  been  re¬ 
ceived.  The  two  largest  bulk  CS  drum  drops  ever  attempted  in  South 
Vietnam  were  successfully  conducted  against  the  VC/NVA  road  network 
in  northwestern  Kontum  Frovince.  On  26  May,  256  CS  drums  (20,460  lbs; 
were  dropped  by  C-130  aircraft  on  the  Alpha  Roac,  vicinity  YB  9085i 
following  TAC  Air  strikes,  to  restrict  enemy  movement  along  the  VC/NVA 
road  network.  Aerial  photographs  and  aerial  recon  indicated  the  road 
was  not  used  by  vehicular  traffic  for  approximately  nine  days.  On  2 
June,  192  CS  drums  (15,360  lbs)  were  dropped  by  C-130  aircraft  on  QL-I4, 
vicinity  IB  9484,  restricting  the  use  of  this  road  for  anoroximately 

14  days,  four  CS  launchers  wars  used  in  demonstrations  and  in  tsst- 
Ing  tha  K-8  CS  launcher  nwuntad  on  the  V-iOO  armored  car  anl  the  2i  ton 
truck.  The  tests  revealed  that  the  K-6  CS  launcher  couid  be  succesefuUy 
eraployad  from  these  vehicles. 

2.  The  173d  Abn  Bde  (Sep)  employed  six  XM15  clusters  against  foi> 
tified  positions  vicinity  BR  9076  to  force  the  enemy  into  ite  open  prior 
to  an  artillery  TOT.  Bulk  CS  (2,812  lb>  was  employed  to  flush  tunnels, 
restrict  the  use  of  possible  ambush  sites  and  bunkers  and  to  contaminate 
routes  of  access  and  escape.  One  b-8  mounted  on  a  track  vehicle  was 
successfully  tested  for  eflectivaiess  as  a  counter-smbush  weapon, 

2,.  The  3d  Bn,  506th  Inf  lOlst  Air  Cav  Div  employed  1920  lbs  of  bulk 
CS  to  restrict  the  use  of  terrain  within  a  known  enemy  base  area  vicini¬ 
ty  AH  7945"  On  30  Kay,  five  VC/WVA  were  driven  from  bunkere  by  the  CS 
released  from  an  8-6  CS  launcher  and  killed  b/  the  2d  Pit,  C  Co.  let 
69th  Armor  attached  to  the  3d  Bn,  506th  Ir.f. 

(c)  Personnel  detectors  (APD  and  MPD)  operating  within  the  II  CIZ 
are  providing  a  continual  source  of  reliable  informatlcr  oonceming 
enemy  locations.  In  most  instances,  gunships,  TAC  Air,  or  H4I  fires 
were  employed  against  the  locations  of  the  heavy  readings.  All  read¬ 
ings  were  submitted  to  the  aj^ropriata  GS/S2  for  evaluatioi. 

K  The  4th  Inf  Div,  operating  in  the  BINH  TAI  -  KACARTHUR  AO,  flew 
71  APD  missions.  On  two  occasions  APD  readings  revealed  probable  enemy 
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locations  in  the  same  vicinity  where  age:it  reports  had  placed  two  VC/HVA 
ecmpany  size  units. 

2.  The  173d  Abn  Bdt  ^Sei;),  operating  »n  DAh  HOA  -  iOLLtNG,  WALKbh, 
and  Oka  SBiH  --  COCHiSh;  AOs,  ri^«  62  APD  and  111  HPD  aisnions.  In  addi¬ 
tion  the  173d  Abn  Bdt  (Sep)  conducted  o-ra  MPD  missians  for  the  ROKs  and 
one  Biseion  for  AEVR .  On  I5  Hay,  the  setsor  aircraft  received  fire  from 
40-50  NVA/VC  after  the  HPD  reported  heavy  raaaings.  On  19  May  ,  another 
sensor  aircraft  was  hit  by  ground  fire,  nsuiting  in  010  US  injured. 

2.  Tho  3d  Bn,  SObtt,  Inf  operating  in  JAN  ‘.HANG  -  MCLAIN  AO  flew  21 
APD  and  17  MPD  missions.  Seven  APD  .Tassicns  were  flown  in  support  of 
MACV  Advisory  Team  3V  (l.ajii  Dong  Province). 

4'  The  personnel  detector  program  was  expanded  to  include  detector 
support  to  ARVN  and  ROK  Forces  by  US  Advif  ory  and  Liaison  personnel  trained 
as  operators.  One  hundred  HPD  r.issions  weic  conducted  in  support  of  the 
ROK  Divisions  by  US  Liaison  personnel.  Ten  MPD  missions  were  conducted 
for  the  23d  ARVN  Uiv  by  US  Advisory  personnel. 

(d)  The  enemy  continued  to  use  flaiue  weapons  and  Kiot  Control  Agents 
(RCA)  on  a  small  scale  during  offensive  operations.  On  9  May,  vie  AR  7953, 
an  unknown  size  enemy  force  employed  a  sligtitly  persistent  agent  "beiisved 
to  be  a  CS  like  substance”  against  the  U  CTL  Montagnard  Training  Center, 

An  estimated  20-25  82mm  mortar  rounds  containing  CS  were  also  used  in  the 
attack.  On  16  May,  'vicinity  TA  9285,  an  OP  was  attacked  by  an  unknown 
number  of  enemy  anploying  flamethrowers  together  with  conventional  fires. 

On  10  June,  B  Co,  Ist  Bn,  22d  Inf  located  near  the  Dak  Pek  SF  camp  was 
attacked  by  an  estimated  VC/NVA  Bn  employing  mortars,  rockets,  and  flame¬ 
throwers. 

(5)  Psychological  Operations  (PSYOP); 

(a)  General: 

2.  GVN,  us  and  ROK  Forces  conducted  act! vs  FSfOP  aimed  at  both 
friendly  and  enamy  targets  audiences  in  11  Cl'Z  fros  I  May  to  31  Jul  68. 

In  11  CTZ  operations  342  million  leaflets  ware  disseminated  of  which 
52  sdllion  were  printed  locally  fay  the  8th  PS'fCP  Bn.  In  addition,  1,373 
hours  of  aerial  loudspeaker  time  were  directed  against  enemy  target  aud¬ 
iences. 


In  June  reports  of  a  major  withdrawal  of  KVA  units  from  U  CT2 
led  to  an  Intensification  of  reYOP  appeals  directed  at  exploiting  the 
vulnerr.billtles  of  main  and  local  force  troops  left  behind  by  the  with¬ 
drawal,  Appeals  stressed  that  these  units  h^  been  abandoned  and  left 
bo  their  own  desires.  Rewards  for  disclosure  of  thinly  guarded  caches 
ware  also  emphasized.  The  hardships  caused  by  monsoon  conditions  were 
stressed  in  media  directed  at  Highland  NVA  and  VC.  PSYOP  feedback  re- 
aained  limited.  However,  NVA  Corpjoral  Tuy  who  rallied  in  Darlac  Pro¬ 
vince  on  8  Jul  after  movement  of  his  unit  from  Kentum  to  Darlac  stated 
that  he  had  seen  many  leaflets  and  heard  many  loodspeaker  broadcasts, 
both  of  vAiich  influenced  his  decision  Ic  return. 

(b;  Support! 

1.  The  major  FSTOl-  Support  agencies  in  II  CTZ  were  the  8tb  PSIOP 
Bn,  ?he  9th  Air  Comoando  Sqdn  (ACS),  the  2d  Coastal  Zone  "Junk  and  Swift 
Boat"  fleet,  the  BOKFV  CA/PSYOP  Co,  the  20th  ARVN  POLWAR  Bn  and  the  114th 
VKAF  Ualson  Sqdn. 

CONFIDENTIAL 


28 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Am-GC-OT  15  August  1968 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  Headquarters  4.  i-KCiiCKV  for  Quarterly 
Period  Ending  31  July  1968  PCS  CSPOK-65  (Rly  (U; 

2.  For  samples  of  leaflets  printed  by  tie  8tli  PSICP  bn  during  the 
period  see: 

a.  Incl  6:  A  Ghieu  Hoi  Leaflet. 

b.  Inci  10:  A  Leaflet  supi-orting  the  Volunteer  Infonaant  Progra.n. 

£.  Incl  11:  A  leaflet  desired  to  cause  dissension  in  eneiry  Tunks. 

On  1  June  1968  a  PSYOP  Support  Coordination  Center  (PSCC)  for 
the  Coastal  Provinces  opened  in  Kha  Trang.  This  joint,  •JiVK,  HuK,  US 
agency  la  charged  with  the  responsibility  of  cocrdinatinc  requests  for 
PSIOP  aircraft  support.  Its  opening  stntiUlated  a  narked  increase  in  the 
number  of  aerial  PSYOP  targets  requested  by  AhVN  sources.  For  example, 
their  requests  increased  fran  442  targets  during  Kay  to  more  than  800 
during  June. 

During  June  a  Regional  Armed  Propaganda  Urut  fron.  Binh  Dinh  was 
deployed  to  sup.  orl  TF  3/506th  Inf  in  Operation  BAKJO  ROYCS,  This  unit 
was  part  of  a  complete  PSYOP  packet  incorporated  into  the  organizational 
structure  of  the  Task  Force.  Other  aiements  included  a  PSYOP  staff  ele¬ 
ment  and  field  team  from  the  3th  PSYOP  Bn  (see  Conr  ander's  Observations 
for  further  discussion).  The  APT  conducted  operations  in  isolated  vil¬ 
lages  in  conjuntion  with  KLDCAPS  and  PSYOP  fiim  presenta.ions.  in  one 
case,  the  PSYOP  field  team  was  able  to  persuade  the  ,uyen  Due  Province 
Chief  to  visit  a  Kontagnard  village  that  had  not  previously  been  visited 
by  important  CVN  Official.s.  This  experience  demonstrates  •  Jiat  a  rSYOF 
field  team  can  be  instrumental  in  promoting  "show-the-flag"  operations 
in  the  countryside  thus  streigthening  GVN-Montagnard  re.'ationships. 

(6;  G3  Air  Operations; 

(a)  The  number  of  sorties  flown  daily  varied  from  22  to  163  with  a 
mean  of  8?  per  day  for  this  period.  The  most  frequent  missions  were: 

1.  Direct  support  of  friendly  forces  in  contact. 

2.  Preperatior.  firee  on  landing  zones  and  objectives  areas. 

2«  Harassment  and  interdiction  of  enemy  base  and  assaably  areas  aid 
infiltration  routes. 


1^.  Landing  zone  consti-uction. 

(b)  ApproxicBtely  13'7)C  of  the  missions  flown  for  I  FhORCEV  and  P.OK 
Forces  were  combat  skyspot  while  18. 5^  of  sorties  flown  were  inceaiate 
missions. 


(c)  There  were  7977  tactical  sorties  flown  .n  8up?>ort  of  operations 
as  indicated  below; 


OPERATIOH 


TOTAL  SORTIES 

SORTIES  lAY  PJ;MARKS 


BINH  TAI  2834 

MACARTUUB 


31  74  KBA,  106  secondary  explo¬ 

sions,  45  secondaa^  fires,  29 
military  structures  destroyed, 

16  military  structures  damaged, 

228  bunkers  destroyed,  L26  bunkers 
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damaged,  7  autouiatlo  weapons 
positions  destroyed,  6  automa¬ 
tic  weapons  positions  damaged, 

8  AAA  positions  destroyed,  3 
AAA  positions  damaged,  3  gun 
emplacements  damaged,  1  RR  posi¬ 
tion  destrqred,  10  mortar  posi¬ 
tions  destroyed,  3  mortar  posi¬ 
tions  damaged,  8  bridges  destroyed, 
4  bridges  damaged,  76  roads  cut,  3 
rafts  destroyed,  1  truck  damaged, 

8  residual  fires,  1  trailer  de¬ 
stroyed,  1  mortar  tube  destroyed. 

10  4  KBA,  1?  eeccrdary  explosions, 

17  seoonoary  fires,  10  mili¬ 
tary  structures  destroyed,  7 
military  structures  damaged, 

67  bunkers  destroyed,  5  bunkers 
damaged,  1  aucomatic  weapon 
position  destroyed,  1  mortar 
poaition  damaged,  1  sanjan  de¬ 
stroyed,  3  trucks  destroyed,  9 
B-40  launchers  destroyed. 

13  63  KBA,  15  secondaiy  explosions, 

53  secondary  fires,  184  mili¬ 
tary  structures  destroyed,  18 
military  structures  damaged, 

113  bunkers  destroyed,  12  bunkers 
damaged,  14  bunkers  uncovered, 

3  autcauatic  weapons  positions 
destroyed,  2  gun  emplacements 
destroyed,  4  mortar  positicns 
destroyed,  1  bridge  destroyed, 

10  barrels  of  fuel  destroyed. 

9th  ROK  1658  18  11  KBA,  38  secondary  explosions, 

71  secondary  fires,  90  mili¬ 
tary  structures  destroyed,  38 
ndlitary  structures  damaged, 

79  bunkers  destrcyed,  1  auto¬ 
matic  weapon  position  damaged, 

1  bridge  destroyed,  1  bridge 
damaged,  5  sampans  destroyed, 

81  caves  destroyed. 

CAP  ROK  1185  13  6  KBA,  16  secondaiy  explosions, 

126  secondary  fires,  198  mili¬ 
tary  structures  destroyed.  111 
military  structures  damaged, 

33  bunkers  destroyed,  35  bun¬ 
kers  damaged,  1  bridge  destroyed, 

8  sampans  destroyed,  12  pack 
animals  killed,  1  ton  of  rice 
destroyed,  200  acres  of  com 
destroyed, 
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OPSBATION 

TOTAL 

SORTIES 

S0KT1E5 

DAY 

RhllARKS 

HAKHOM  GREEK 

66 

2 

3  secondary  fires,  3  bunkers 
destroyed. 

DANIEL  BOONE 

42 

1 

1  KRA,  3  secondary  fires,  6 
lailitary  structures  destroyed, 
44  bunkers  destroyed. 

BANJO  ROYCE 

60 

2 

1  secondary  explosion. 

IT  SOUTH 

68 

2 

1  cave  destroyed. 

(d)  B-52  Support:  There  were  1346  B-52  sorties  flown  in  support 

of  ground  operatiora  as  indicated  at  Inclosure  8.  Last  quarter  there 
were  672i  sorties. 

(7)  Army  Aviation  Operations: 

(s)  Tho  major  objectives  in  employing  the  tactical  aviation  assets 
available  to  1  FFORCEV  are: 

1.  Provide  airmobility  to  cocibat  elonents  of  Free  World  Forces  in  II 

crz." 

Provide  aviation  support  to  the  province  Senior  Advisors  and  CORDS 
personr.el  in  II  CTZ  for  command  and  control  and  for  resupply. 

2.  Support  the  aerial  recormaissanoe  and  surveillance  program. 

(b)  Resources  available  frcm  the  i7th  Cbt  Avn  Op: 

1.  Assault  Helicopter  Assets; 


COMPANY 

BN 

CAB  SUPK)Kr  MISSION 

92d  AHC 

10th  GAB 

OS  Southern  Coastal,  OS 

I55th  AHC 

10th  CAB 

Southern  Highlands  and 

192d  AHC 

10th  CAB 

Task  Force  South,  Recondo 

4eth  AHC 

10th  CAB 

Special  Forces,  AfiVN  A  WHHID 

2818 t  AHC 

10th  CAB 

57th  AHC 

52d  CAB 

GS  Northern  Highlands, 

119th  AHC 

52d  CAB 

Prairie  Fire  and  Omega 

170th  AHC 

52d  CAB 

4th  Inf  Div,  ARVN 

189th  AHC 

52d  CAE 

61st  AHC 

268th  CAE 

GS  Northern  Coastal,  173(1 

129th  AHC 

26eth  CAB 

Abn  Bde,  CKID,  AEVN 
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134th  AHC  (-)  2o8th  GAB 

335th  AHC  26fith  CAB 

2.  Assault  Support  Helicopter  Assets: 


CCMPANT 

CAB  SU?P0ET  MISSION 

179th  ASHC 

52d  CAB 

DS  4th  Inf  Div 

243d  ASHC 

10th  CAP 

OS  Southern  Coastal 

180t  h  ASHC 

26eth  CAB 

GS  Central  Coastal 

196th  ASHC 

268th  CAB 

GS  Northern  Coastal 

2- 

Heavy  Helicopter  Assets  (Crane): 

335th  HHC 

52d  '  B 

GS  11  CTZ 

i- 

Aimed  Helicopter  Company: 

36ist  AWC 

52d  CAE 

GS  II  CTZ 

Air  Cavalry  Squadrcn: 

7/17th  (-} 

B&S  II  CTZ 

6.  The  i83d,  185thj  203d  and  219th  Reconnaissance  Airplane  Companies 
support  the  VR  Piogram  and  provide  GS  throughout  II  CTZ. 

2.  Tiie  225th  Surveillance  Airplane  Coopany  is  employed  throughout 
the  il  CT2  in  a  surveillance  role. 

8.  The  18th  Utility  Airplane  Company  provides  GS  logistical  resupply 
and  radio  relay  throughout  the  II  CTZ  and  for  the  Pro  visional  Corps  opera¬ 
ting  *n  the  II  CIZ. 

(c)  Major  Accomplishaents: 

1.  Airmobile  assets  were  provided  to  the  following  US  operations  for 
the  period  indicated: 

OPERATiON  SUPPORTED  UMT  DURATION 

BANJO  RDYCE  3d  Bn  506th  Ahn  Inf  8  Jun  -  18  Jun  66 

2d  Ranger  Gp  (ARwTl) 

HARMON  GREI»  3d  Bn  506th  Ahn  Inf  17  Jun  -  2  Jul 

3d  Bn  503d  Abn  Inf 

LUCAS  GREEN  3d  Bde  lOlst  Abn  Div  24  May  -  12  Jyn 

4th  Inf  Div 

VIALKER  l-.t  Bn  503d  Abn  Inf  1  May  -  3I  Jul 

DAN  HOA/BOLLING  4th  Bn  5Q3d  Ain  Inf  1  May  -  31  Jul 

47th  ARVN  Regt 
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OPEEATION  SUfroRHiD  UHIT  DUKATIOM 

DAN  SINH/COCHISE  173d  Atn  Bde  (-)  1  May  -  31  Jul 

AOth  &  4l8t  ARVN  Regts 

BINH  TAI/MACARTHUR  4th  Inf  Div/24th  ARVH  1  May  -  31  Jul 
STZ 

DAK  TRAHG/MCIAIR  TF  South/23d  ARVN  Div  18  Jun  -  31  Jul 

2.  The  daily  ROKA  support  was  <  rovlded  by  tbs  48th  and  129th  AHCs 
and  the  180th  and  196th  ASHCs.  Additional  support  was  provided  on  a 
mission  basis  for  the  following  major  ROKA  operations: 

OPERATIOH  SUPPORT  UHIT  DURAIIOM 

DO  KAE  BAE  9th  BOK  Inf  Div  1  -  7  May 

BAK  MA  6  (Phase  I)  9th  ROK  inf  Div  5  -  25  May  68 

(Phase  II)  9th  ROK  Inf  Div  26  May  -  7  Jun 

BEE  HO  12  1st  ROK  Inf  Div  12  -  22  May 

HAaJG  HO  12  1st  ROK  Inf  Div  9  Jun  -  19  Jul 

KU  KA  7  9th  ROK  Inf  Div  6-14  Jul 

BAK  JEE  9th  ROK  Inf  Div  7-19  Jul 

HAE  SUN  JIN  3  26th  ROK  Regt  30  -  31  Jul 

4th  Bn  503d  Al»i  Inf 
3d  Bn  47th  ARVN  Regt 

Airmobile  assets  were  provided  to  the  following  units  or  agencies 
on  a  recurring  basis: 

ARVN  aSA.  11  CORPS 

HICHWAY  COORDINATOR  CCRDS-PSA 
T  FF®CEV  ARTY  4th  INF  DIV 

HJ  5TH  SFGA  173D  ABN  BDE 

PRESS  CAMP  CO  B,  5TH  SFGA 

13th  ENGR  BDE 

4,.  Airmobile  assets  were  provided  to  the  following  special  opera¬ 
tions  directed  by  MACV: 

a.  DELTA 

b.  OMEGA 

c.  PRAIRIE  FIRE 

d.  PROVISIONAL  DORPS  (I  CTZ) 

Airmobile  assets  were  provided  to  the  following  units  or  agencies 
on  a  general  support,  mission  basis  statusi 
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I  FFCECEV  Staff 

III  MAF 

COPJ;S-PSYOPS 

E  Co,  20th  Inf  (LRP) 

IBC  -  Nha  Trang 

100th  Log  Cmd 

(ROK) 

21at  Sig  Gp 

HACV  Engrs 

HACV  Navy  Adv 

18th  Engr  Bde 

US  Navy  Spt  Fac 

U  ALC  (AhVN) 

HACV  Adv  Team  #39 

V  ALC  (AKVN) 

ARVN  Lrvgr  Tng 

Ctr 

CAM  RANH  BAT  CITY  SEC  HQ 
Qui  Hhon  Spt  Comnand 

834th  Air  Div  (USAF) 

KACTHAI  •  USORN  (USAF} 
Phan  Rang,  Sub  Ares  Cmd 
PA  &  £ 

CRB  Spt  Cmd 

6.  Airmobile  assets  were  provided  the  following  units  on  a  tactical 
emergency  basis  (TAC  E): 


DATE 

UNIT  SUPPORTED 

AIRCRAFT 

1  May 

FOB2 

14  Slicks/4  Gunships 

5  May 

l?3d  Abn  Bde 

4  Gunships 

6  May 

173d  kin  Bde 

3  CH-47b 

6  May 

CO  B,  5th  SFGA 

1  CH-47 

10  Kay 

173d  Abn  Ede 

2  CH-47S 

10  May 

173d  Abn  Bde 

2  Gunships 

10  May 

4th  Ini'  Div 

2  CH-478 

19  May 

4th  inf  Div 

1  CH-47 

19  May 

114  RF/PP 

2  Gunships 

28  May 

4th  Inf  Div 

1  CH-47 

29  May 

4th  Inf  Div 

1  CH-47 

30  May 

4th  Inf  Div 

1  CH-47 

7  Jun 

3d  Bb,  506th  Abn  Inf 

4  CK-47S 

1?  Jun 

T7  South 

2  Cunships/l  CH-47 

19  Jun 

173d  Abn  Bde 

2  Gunshipe 

21  Jun 

9th  ROK  Inf  Div 

2  Cunship8/2  CH-47s 

6  Jul 

SA  SONG  MAO  RF/PF 

7  31ickB/2  Gunships 

10  Jul 

9th  ROK  Inf  Div 

6  SUcks/1  CH-47 

12  Jul 

Escort  Dust  Off  Ship 

2  Gunships 

21  Jul 

4th  Inf  Div 

4  S)icks/5  CH-478 

21  Jul 

TF  South 

2  CH-47 s 

On  30  May  68, 

the  36l8t  Aviation  Company  (AW) 

became  operational. 

It  is  attached  to  the  32d  CAB  and  provides  general  support  direct  fire 
support  throughout  the  II  CTZ  on  a  mission  basis. 
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8.  On  19  Jul,  the  rear  detachnent  of  the  355th  Heav;'  Helicopter 
Company  closed  in  the  hVN.  One  platoon  is  located  at  Phu  Hiep  and  the 
company  (-)  at  Pleiku. 

d.  (C)  Logistical  Activities; 

(1)  The  primary  US  logistical  effort  during  the  period  was  devoted 
to  Operations  BIHH  TAY  -  MACASTHUR,  QAH  SUiH  -  COCHISE,  LAh  HOA  -  BOlLIHG, 
DAN  IRAtC  -  KCUIN,  KALKHi  and  BANJO  ROTCE. 

(2)  ACofS,  G4  continued  to  monitor  the  materiel  and  supply  posture 
of  units  assigned,  attached  and  under  the  operational  control  (OPCON)  to 
this  headquarters.  The  stock  status  and  scheduled  resupply  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  forward  support  activities  (PSA)  were  monitored  daily; 

(a)  PSA  English  -  In  support  of  Operatic.!  QAN  SINH  -  COCHISB. 

(b)  PSA  Dak  To  and  Ban  Me  Thuot  -  In  s  ^rt  of  BINH  TAY  -  MACAETHUR. 

(c)  PSA  Phan  Thiet  and  Bao  Loc  •  In  support  of  QAN  THAIiG  -  MCLAIN. 

In  addition,  logistical  support  to  TF  3/506th  during  operation  BANJO  EOYCE 
in  the  vicinity  of  Dalat  was  monitored  to  insure  prompt  and  adequate  re¬ 
supply. 

(3)  It  was  recognized  early  in  May  1968  that  there  was  an  i  .’gent 
need  for  a  clearer  understanding  by  logistical  staff  officers  oi  the  mag¬ 
nitude  and  complexity  of  the  logistical  systems  that  support  Free  World 
Military  Armed  Forces  (FV#tAP)  in  II  Corps  Tactical  Zone  (CTZ).  In  view 
of  this,  a  Logistical  Seminar  was  conducted  at  Headquarters,  I  FFORCkV 

on  6  Jane  1968  for  the  purpose  of  identifying  potential  problan  areas, 
clarifying  procedures  and  relationships  and  exploring  methods  by  which 
problems  could  be  solved.  Logistical  Staff  Officers,  Advisors,  and  Liai¬ 
son  Officers  within  II  CTZ  as  well  as  representatives  of  the  Support 
Cotraande  of  Cam  Ranh  and  Qui  Nhon  attended.  The  seminar  was  so  sxcess- 
ful  that  additional  ones  vdll  be  conducted  on  a  periodic  basis  which 
will  include  ARVN  and  ROE  counterparts. 

(it)  In  keeping  with  the  Combined  Campaign  goal  21  which  is  to  develop 
within  RVNAF  a  balanced  logistical  syntan  capable  of  responsive  support 
to  all  the  requirements  of  extended  combat  operations,  significant  increase 
in  intensity  of  logistical  assistance  has  been  provided  in  ARVN,  RF/PF 
and  CORDS  areas.  Certain  problem  areas  have  been  identified  and  remedial 
action  has  been  initiated  to  improve  the  logistical  support  systems.  Ex¬ 
amples  of  these  actions  include: 

(a)  The  highway  system  in  II  CTZ  has  in^roved  over  its  condition 
of  one  year  ago.  This  has  enabled  II  and  V  Area  Logistic  Conjnands  (ALC; 
to  move  a  tremendous  amount  of  cargo  overland. 

(b)  Staff  visits  to  the  Administrative  and  Direct  Support  Logisti¬ 
cal  Companies  (A&DSL)  have  provided  a  means  for  isolating  ana  working  out 
specific  problems. 

(c}  Mobile  Assistance  Logistical  Teams  have  done  much  to  assist  the 
ALC  and  A&DSL  Companies  to  solve  technical  logistical  problems. 

(d}  A  program  to  get  maintenance  and  supply  contact  assistance  teams 
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at  -various  levels  to  -visit  all  RF/PF  and  ARVH  units  to  improve  their  lo¬ 
gistical  posture  has  been  established. 

(e)  A  program  to  aid  the  RVNAF  Commissary  System  has  been  ini¬ 
tiated.  Fifty-three  retail  outlets  have  been  established  and  seven  ad¬ 
ditional  outlets  are  planned  for  future  opening. 

if  I  A  program  to  equip  AEVN  with  CH-A?  and  CK-5A  helicopter  slings 
to  permit  emergency  and  routine  resupply  of  items  has  been  initiated. 
This  program  ehould  improve  the  ARVN  emergency  resupply  system  and  is 
scheduled  for  completion  prior  to  the  end  of  CY  68. 

(5)  The  issue  of  H2  Carbines  to  RT/PF  units  was  completed.  Six 
thousand  sixty-four  M-1  Carbines  were  converted  to  K-2  Carbines  d'lring 
the  modernization  program.  The  conversion  of  Carbines  and  issue  of  wea¬ 
pons  were  accomplishea  by  11  and  V  ALC. 

(6)  Status  of  M-16  rifle  issues  to  ARVN  is  as  listed: 

AUTHORIZED  ISSUED  SHORT 


21,613  20,977  436« 

•  Two  hundred  H-16  rifles  are  at  V  ALC  awaiting  shipment. 

(7)  Supply:  The  overall  supply  ol  troops  requirements  continues  to 
be  adequate.  There  are  no  existing  shortages  of  supplies  ard  equipment 
which  significantly  impair  the  operational  capability  of  thas  conmand. 
Theater  wide  shortages  of  water  trailers,  tactical  generators,  AN/PRC-25 
radios  and  water  purification  sets  cause  concern  however,  tliese  shortages 
should  be  alleviated  in  the  near  ftittu-e. 

(a)  Emphasis  placed  on  tum-in  of  unneeded  TOE/MTOE  equipment  re¬ 
sulted  in  the  reporting  of  230  line  items  (I56  more  than  last  quarter)  and 
supply  i'tion  on  199  separate  items  (68  less  than  last  quartej)  ranging 
from  tool  sets  to  vehicles. 

(b;  Presently  there  are  12  items  under  ASR  control.  A  total  of  16 
items  have  been  deleted  since  last  quarter.  Itacs  under  ASR  control  are: 


DODiC 

ITEM 

B53A 

ACtan,  KP 

E568 

AOnm,  HE  (H79) 

C25I 

Ctg,  81mm,  Ilium 

0256 

Ctg,  81jiri,  HE 

CA45 

Ctg,  IO511E1,  HE 

C70A 

A. 2"  HE 

D5A4 

155nn,  HE 

D572 

17  9Dm,  HE 
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D680 

ProJ,  8",  HE 

0945 

Gren,  Smk,  lel 

KU3 

Mine,  APERS,  M18  tALL) 

MO23 

Chg,  Demo,  C4 

(8)  Services:  Nothing  significant  to  report. 

(9)  Transportation: 

(a)  The  tempo  of  daily  airlift  operations  throughout  II  Corps  tacti¬ 
cal  zone  has  remained  constant  in  tonnage  while  increasing  slightly  in 
passengers  as  compared  to  the  previous  quarter.  The  daily  averages  of 
emergency  airlift  for  the  quarterly  period  ending  31  July  1968  compared 
with  daily  averages  of  the  previous  quarter  as  follows: 

QUARTER  SHORT  TONS  PAiiSrair.HIS 

Feb  -  Apr  68  82  127 

Kay  -  Jul  68  83  149 

(b)  Highway  QL-21  was  opened  during  May,  June,  and  July  for  the  re¬ 
supply  of  the  Ban  Me  Thuot  area.  A  total  of  10,877  short  tons  {2338  S/T 
more  tten  last  quarter)  of  mixed  claeses  of  supplies  were  moved  during 
the  period  by  US  convoys  from  CRBSC  and  ARVN  convoys  from  V  ALC  in  Nha 
Trang. 

(c)  Increased  use  of  highway  QL  1  south  from  Phan  Rang  to  Phan  Thiet 
continued  during  the  quarter.  Five  convoys  carrying  2595  short  tone  (918 
S/T  more  than  last  Quarter)  of  supplies  were  moved  over  this  land  LOG. 

e.  (C)  Civil  Qperaticns  and  Revolutionary  Devlopment  Support. 

(1)  General:  The  MACCORDS  reporting  system  continued  to  operate 
throughout  the  period  to  provide  the  necessary  data  needed  for  the  evalu¬ 
ation  and  management  of  CORDS  advisory  and  assistance  activities.  Exten¬ 
sive  effort  was  expended  at  all  advisory  levels,  district  through  province 
and  CORDS/I  FFORCEV,  to  provide  MACC(MU)6  and  Washington  agencies  with  de¬ 
tailed  assessments  on  the  status  of  fncification  ard  recovery  in  II  CTZ. 
These  additional  requirements  included  a  six  month  assesement  of  pacifica¬ 
tion  in  li  CTZ  for  the  period  1  January  through  30  Juno  1968,  as  well  as 
submieeions  of  weekly  reoovery  and  situation  reports. 

(2)  New  Life  Development  (NU)): 

(a)  Agriculture:  During  the  snntb  of  May  1968,  agriculture  programs 
made  steady  progress.  The  inland  fisheries  program  was  a  highlight  of 
the  month.  There  were  22  ponds  built  end  52  others  improved.  At  least 
one  province  reported  upgrading  fisheries  training  and  stocking  of  fish 
ponds  continued  to  increase.  Phu  Ten  Province  has  a  most  active  fisher¬ 
ies  program.  Difficulties  in  securing  fertiliser  were  eased  oonslderably 
In  early  June,  after  some  frantic  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  COHDS/NID 
Agriculture  Branch  to  obtain  release  of  fertiliser  from  the  GVM  Agricul¬ 
ture  Development  Bank.  The  IR-8  rice  program  (miracle  rice)  is  proceed¬ 
ing  very  will  except  for  the  somewhat  late  distribution  of  fertiliser. 
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It  is  now  expected  that  over  2,800  hectares  of  land  will  be  planted  in 
first  plantings.  Seed  kits  of  lR-8  and  lR-5,  together  with  training 
material,  are  being  distributed  throughout  II  Corps.  Tenporary  repairs 
were  completed  on  the  south  main  canal  of  the  irrigation  system  in  Tuy 
Hoa,  Phu  Yen  Province,  and  water  was  flowing  throughout  the  system  by 
the  end  of  the  month  in  sufficient  time  for  the  second  planting  in  that 
area.  Farmer  training  and  demonstrations  continued  with  2,792  farmers 
reported  in  attendance.  At  the  aid  of  June,  89,362  hectares  of  rice  were 
planted.  Of  this  total,  2,508  hectares  were  reported  to  be  IR-8  rice. 

The  number  of  farmers  planting  rice  was  reported  as  117,323  with  2,928 
planting  IR-8  rice.  The  IR-8  rice  farmers  were  using  fertilizer  at  an 
average  application  of  263  kilos  of  amophosko  ana  I56  kilos  of  urea  per 
hectare.  As  June  is  the  season  between  harvestings,  only  502  metric 
tons  of  paddy  ware  reported  harvested  at  an  average  yield  of  1.9  metric 
tons  per  hectare.  The  reported  outbreak  of  hog  cholera  in  Ban  Me  Thuot, 
Darlac  Province,  was  brought  under  control  with  the  assistance  of  mili¬ 
tary  veterinarians  and  coordinated  action  with  GVN  authorities, 

(b;  Gdacation:  The  education  pcogrsjn  is  considered  to  be  satisfac¬ 
tory.  One  hundred  and  eighty-three  hamlets  schools  are  under  construc¬ 
tion  and  Bk  were  completed  as  of  the  end  of  June.  The  program  goal  of 
6I3  classrooms  appears,  at  this  time,  difficult  to  achieve,  but  85  per¬ 
cent  of  those  programmed  should  be  completed  by  the  end  of  1968.  The 
hamlet  sct.ool  teacher  training  program  is  in  full  swing  now,  but  only 
46  teachers  were  graduated  as  of  the  end  of  June.  Activity  work  shops 
have  been  conducted  ir.  several  prtivinces.  A  total  enrollment  of  4,f  ,i 
is  reported  in  adult  literacy  training.  The  draft  continues  to  have  a 
significant  impact  on  the  availability  of  teachers  and  adidnis trative 
personnel.  The  use  of  young  women,  trained  in  the  hamlet  school  train¬ 
ing  program  is  making  a  noteworthy  contribution  to  the  teaching  staffs, 
both  in  quality  and  quantity.  The  CORES  elementary  education  advisor 
assisted  in  thvree  training  courses  and  a  special  in-service  session  on 
the  use  of  textbooks  at  Phan  Thlet  in  Binh  Thuan  Province,  hJhia  Trang 
in  Khanh  Hoa  Province,  Ban  Me  Thuot  in  Uarlac  Province  and  OalaL  in 
Tuyen  Due  Province.  An  average  of  100  teachers  attended  each  of  the  two- 
day  sessions. 

(c)  Youth  Affairs:  ThTe  youth  affairs  progiao,  despite  considerable 
activity  by  civic  action  and  private  youth  groups,  continues  to  be  margi¬ 
nal  due  to  the  fact  that  the  budgets  for  1968  have  not  been  released  by 
the  OVN  Ministry  of  Youth  Affairs.  New  youth  service  chiefs  h»ve  been 
appointed  in  Pleiku,  Kontum,  Quang  Due,  Dalat  and  Tuyen  Due  Provinces. 
Youth  activities  have  been  significant  in  Ninh  Thuan  Province  due  to  an 
active  youth  service  chief  and  US  advisoiy  efforts.  C0hd)S  assistance 

in  kind  (AIK),  pacification  funds  were  expended  on  a  trip  to  Saigon  for 
Tuy  An  Hamlet,  Phu  Yen  Province,  youth  groups.  The  trip  frem  23-26  July 
1968  was  a  heartwarming  success  in  bringing  rural  and  urban  children 
together  and  showing  hamJ.et  youth  the  seat  of  their  central  government. 

(d)  Self-Help:  The  self-help  program  made  steady  progress  in  Hay 
1968  with  90  projects  completed.  C0RD6  conmodities,  in  the  amount  of 
6,265  bags  of  cement,  1,754  sheets  of  roofing  and  5,300  kilograms  of 
rebar  were  issued  in  support  of  these  completed  projects  and  the  320 
in  process.  Equally  significant  were  the  infernal  training  activities 
conducted  for  hamlet  and  lay  leaders  on  self-help  techniques  and  proce¬ 
dures.  These  training  activities,  conducted  hy  C0KL6  comnunity  develop¬ 
ment  officers,  aimed  at  organizing  people  into  action  groups  to  pursue 
self-help  activities,  benefitted  some  550  lay  leader  participants  during 
May  1968.  In  June,  113  funded  and  42  unfunded  self-help  projects  were 
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completed.  In  addition,  584  projects,  416  funded  and  168  unfunded,  were 
in  progress.  These  projects  were  supported  with  CORDS  oommodities  inclu¬ 
ding  cement,  roofing  and  reinforcing  bars  valued  at  VN  $5,380,000.  Train¬ 
ing  activities,  involving  seme  1,500  lay  leaders,  were  conducted  by  CORDS 
community  development  officers  in  coordination  with  GVN  officials  and  ci¬ 
vil  affairs  teams  throughout  llCorps.  Training  of  self-help  local  leaders 
is  progressing  in  Darlac,  Pleiku,  Kontum  and  Einh  Thuan  Provinces.  Train¬ 
ing  aaterials,  including  2,500  flip  charts,  have  been  made  available  to 
help  explain  the  10  steps  of  project  generation  and  implementation. 

(3)  Public  Safety  (PSD); 

(a)  During  Hay,  the  new  National  Police  (NF)  comriand  appointments  n.ade 
by  Directory  General  National  Police  (IGNP)  Saigon  for  the  Piv-vinoes  of 
Darlac,  Ninh  Thuan  and  Phu  Yen  were  not  well  received  at  the  provincial 
level  due  to  personality  conflicts,  charges  of  corruption  and  favoritism. 
Improvement  in  resources  control  through  the  period  continued  to  receive 
priority  attention.  NP  recruitment  seems  to  be  a  dead  issue  now  and 

for  the  imriediate  future  attention  will  focus  on  a  better  utilization 
of  manpower.  The  GVN  has  demonstrated  only  moderate  interest  in  solving 
the  long  range  problem  of  detention  facilities.  This  bears  directlj  on 
the  program  of  eliminatirg  the  Viet  Cong  Infrastructure  (VCI)  because 
the  frequency  of  operations  must  be  correlated  to  the  capacity  of  the 
provinces  and  districts  to  incarcerate  infrastructure  members  or  suspects. 
The  two  programs  require  more  intensive  monitoring  at  Corps  and  paruicularly 
National  level  where  the  primary  impetus  must  originate. 

(b)  National  Police  Field  Force  (NPFF)  operations  targeted  against 
the  VCI  have  not  yet  achieved  optimum  results,  largely  because  of  the 
excessive  reaction  time  necessary  for  the  NPFF  and  the  province  and  staff 
coordination  necessary  for  NPFF  to  operate  in  a  given  tactical  area.  The 
development  of  more  DIOCC's  should  be  a  step  in  solving  this  central  prob¬ 
lem.  As  in  all  other  operations  in  Vietnam,  leadership  must  be  developed 
at  a  level  below  the  Saigon-appointed  conpany  coniDanders  who  generally 
are  lacking  in  talent  or  inclination  for  combat  duty. 

(4)  Psychological  Operations:  POD  activities  fall  into  two  general 
areas  of  operation:  PSYOP  support  of  CORDS  programs  and  VIS  activity. 

(a)  PSYOP  support: 

1,  Public  Safety:  In  Phu  Yen  wd  Kontum  Provinces  extaisive  poster 
and  loudspeaker  support  of  safe  driving  and  cleanup  campaigns  was  produced. 
In  Tuyen  Due  and  Binh  Dinh  Provinces,  VC  "waiAed"  posters  have  been  pro¬ 
duced  in  cooperation  with  the  police  special  branch. 

2.  RD  Cadre:  Several  leaflets  and  posters  have  been  produced  to 
supplement  RD  cadre  face-to-face  PSYOP  in  l.heir  villages.  Binh  Dinh  Pro¬ 
vince  has  produced  a  RO  newspaper  to  supplasent  the  national  and  II  Corps 
RD  news-sheets. 

New  life  Development  and  Public  Health:  Extensive  poster,  leaf¬ 
let,  and  pamphlet  production  has  8up]X>rted  the  I&-8  program  corps-wide, 
an  anti-plague  campaign  in  Tuyen  Due  Province,  a  leadersh.ip  training  pro¬ 
gram  in  Kortum  Province,  and  other  NUl  programs.  A  JUSPAO  team  was  in 
Binh  Thuan  Province  in  June  recording  progress  In  the  IR-8  program,  ani¬ 
mal  husbandry,  RD  Cadre,  rebuilding  of  two  hamlets,  Innoculation  teams, 
mid-wife  training,  and  high  school  students  helping  to  rebuild  homes  de¬ 
stroyed  during  Tet.  In  Phu  Yen  Province  a  movie  team  filmed  a  joint  ARVN- 
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Free  World  Forces  project  to  rebuild  three  lamlets  destroyed  by  action 
against  the  N7A. 

(b)  VIS:  VIS  operations  are  showing  a  general  improvement  through¬ 
out  II  Corps,  especially  in  Kontum,  Phu  Yen,  Binh  Thuan,  Darlac  and  Quang 
Due  Provinces.  Two  significant  events  have  been  the  return  of  the  air¬ 
borne  TV  transmitter  over  Binh  Dinh  Province  and  the  return  of  the  Pleiku 
radio  station  to  the  air. 

(5)  Refugees: 

(a)  Tet  Refugees:  Of  the  173,000  refugees  generated  by  the  Tet 
offensive,  approjdnBtely  14,000  remain  to  be  resettled. 

(b)  Other  Refugees:  There  has  been  an  average  of  about  4,000  re¬ 
fugees  per  month  during  this  quarter.  The  largest  numbers  were  in  Dalat, 
in  May,  where  a  deterioration  of  security  led  to  Montagnard  movements  to 
more  secure  areas. 

(c)  The  virtual  completion  of  the  Tet  recovery  operation  is  now  al¬ 
lowing  commodities  to  begin  to  flow  through  normal  channels  and  an  in¬ 
crease  in  building  activity  is  expected  throughout  the  Corps  area. 

(d)  The  situation  at  Edap  Enang  is  discussed  in  the  Lessons  Learned 
portion  of  this  report. 

(6)  Civic  Action: 

(a)  Civic  action  projects  throughout  II  CTZ  continue  to  emphasize 
self-help,  with  the  involved  military  unit  supplying  technical  assistance 
coordination,  and  soiaa  labor  and  materials. 

(b)  Two  methods  of  achieving  effective  planning  and  coordination 
have  been  developed  in  Pleiku  and  Minh  Thuan  Provinces  respectively. 

1.  In  Pleiku,  proposed  civic  action  projects  are  submitted  to  the 
GVN  Revolutionary  Development  Council.  In  this  .marner,  civic  action  be¬ 
comes  more  complimentary  to  the  RD  program,  duplication  of  effort  ia  eli- 
miiBted  and  a  oetter  sense  of  direotimn  is  acquired  by  the  civic  action 
program. 

2.  In  Ninh  Thuan,  a  civic  action  permanent  bureau  has  been  estab¬ 
lished  which  plans,  coordinates  and  8UH)orts  all  civic  action  projects 
within  the  province.  The  bureau  is  GVN-sponsor ed  and  is  intented  to 
eliminate  coordination  problems  between  the  GV’J  civil  government  and 
RVHAF  elements. 

(7j  Regional  Forces  and  Popular  Forces  (RF/PF):  During  the  month 
of  May,  the  overall  effectiveness  of  the  RF/IT  program  continued  to  show 
improvement.  A  new  aggressive  spirit,  which  manifested  itself  in  the 
ranks  of  the.  e  forces,  contributed  to  the  successful  defense  of  Kon  Som 
Luh,  Kon  Monj  and  Dak  Brong  I  and  II  in  Kontum  Province.  Other  accomp¬ 
lishments  made  by  RF/P?  forces  during  the  period  were  the  spirited  defense 
of  the  Dalat  War  College,  Phan  Ri  village  in  Bird:  Thuan  Province  and  the 
Phu  Moi  Hamlet  in  Phu  Ten  Province.  The  intensive  May  recruiting  program 
resulted  in  six  RF  companies  and  12  PF  platoons  added  to  the  II  Corps 
troop  list.  Units  in  d3.reot  support  of  RJ  increased  over  the  month  of 
April  fron  105  to  120  RF  companies  and  from  146  to  455  PF  platoons.  There 
were  a  total  of  six  ARVH  battalions  assigned  to  the  direct  support  of  RD. 
Due  to  leaders  having  shown  an  increased  awareness  of  the  necessity  of 
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in-place  training,  eight  Mobile  Advisory  Teams  (HATS)  were  deployed 
bringing  the  II  Corps  total  to  28  in  Hay  anu  increased  to  48  in  July 
of  a  planned  total  of  96  at  end  CY  68. 

(8)  Revolutionary  Development  Cadre  (RDG)! 

(a)  The  greatest  task  of  the  RD  teains  during  the  reporting  period 
was  to  prevent  regression  in  pacified  hajtiets.  Lack  of  security  is  the 
nsain  hindrance,  it  causes  a  disproportionate  amount  of  time  to  be  spent 
on  local  security  by  groups  rather  than  the  other  tasks  of  fiD. 

(b,  The  losses  in  ROPG  caused  by  the  GVN  mobilization  have  been  off¬ 
set  by  the  training  and  arming  of  civil  servants  and  urban  dwellers.  Al¬ 
though  tris  r.ew  program  is  not  RUFTl,  it  performs  a  function  simj '  r  to 
RDPG  under  the  title  of  arming  of  civilians. 

(o)  Through  the  reporting  period,  the  enforcenent  of  GVN  d.-'  .ives 
towards  improving  discipline  was  of  major  intereet.  The  GVN  Ministry  of 
Revolutionary  Development  (MORD)  issued  Memorandum  1177  on  13  June,  set¬ 
ting  down  policy  prohibiting  the  hiring  of  RD  caare  who  desert  or  are 
dismissed  from  the  program  for  disciplirary  reasons.  Names  of  deserters 
were  disseminated  to  the  appropriate  GVN  agencies  with  word  not  to  hire 
thar..  IL  has  also  become  the  custom  to  draft  these  people  into  the  army. 

(d)  Many  new  ways  are  being  improvised  in  the  absence  of  any  GVN 
directives  to  increase  PD  benefits.  Steps  are  being  taken  to  improve 
morale  and  prestige  of  the  cadre,  thereby  gaining  a  stronger  oommitoent 
by  them  to  the  program.  These  steps  include  the  retraining  or  refresh¬ 
ing  of  RD  cadre  groups  regularly  by  Mobile  instructor  teams. 

(9)  Phoenix  (Phuiig  Hoang)  i 

(a)  The  overall  objective  of  the  Phoenix  program;  i.e.,  the  attack 
on  the  VC  infrastructure  (VCI),  is  to  neutralize  as  many  VCl  as  possible, 
i.eutralization  of  the  Viet  Cong  infrastructure  is  one  of  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  objectives  of  the  Vietnam  War. 

(b)  During  this  reporting  period,  897  VCl  were  neutralized  (killed, 
captured  and  rallied)  in  May,  570  in  June  and  354  in  July,  The  total  of 

I, 821  neutralized  VCl  is  100  percent  above  the  goal  of  9C0  for  the  period. 

A  total  of  3>674  VCI  operations  were  conducted  during  the  quai’tcrs.  The 
downward  trend  indicated  above  in  neutralizations  is  due  to  the  probabi¬ 
lity  of  increased  cover  for  remaining  VCI.  Total  estimated  VCI  in  U  CIZ 
was  31,000  as  of  June  1968. 

(c)  Some  progress  was  cade  in  the  processing  and  exploitation  of  VC 
detainees,  ralliers  and  PH's  through  liaison  with  US  and  EOK  tactical  units 
to  screen  PH's  for  VCI  infonaation  and  the  use  of  police  interrogation 

and  instructions.  The  significant  results  obtaired  were  brought  about 
by  increased  anplasis  on  the  attack  on  the  VCl  throughout  li  ClZ.  Phoenix 
advisory  personnel,  whose  numbers  increased  from  34  to  84  during  the  first 
half  of  1968,  were  primarily  responsible  for  the  establislment  of  18  ad¬ 
ditional  District  intelligence  Operations  Coordinating  Centers  (DIDGC) 
for  a  total  of  37,  which  was  the  goal  for  the  end  of  June  1968.  Seven 
additional  province  centers  (PICC)  were  also  established  for  a  total  of 

II,  exceeding  our  semi-annual  goal  of  eight,  and  attaining  the  goal  of 
11,  set  for  the  end  of  the  3d  quarter. 

(d)  Considerable  progress  m  the  attack  on  the  VCl  has  been  obtained 
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through  training,  orientation,  and  coordinatitm .  The  eflbris  of  the  Re¬ 
gional  Police  Director,  the  G2  and  Chief  of  Vietnamese  Military  Intelli¬ 
gence  of  the  II  Corps  area,  have  done  much  to  focus  attention  and  bring 
about  the  required  organization  and  coordination.  A  regional  police 
training  center  has  been  established  and  two  courses  for  Police  Special 
Branch  personnel  have  been  completed.  This  course  is  designed  to  train 
personnel  in  intelligence  collection  and  the  fundamentals  of  DIOCC  opera¬ 
tions.  Upon  the  recomtendation  of  the  students  the  length  of  the  course 
will  be  increased  fras  seven  to  10  days,  to  provide  practical  work  in 
DIOCC  operations.  ED  cadre  is  now  re^-resented  in  22  DiOCC's  and  Static 
Census  Grievance  is  represented  in  25  DiOCC's.  increased  emphasis  and 
training,  concerning  VCI,  has  raterially  aided  the  overall  effectiveness 
of  the  DIOCC. 

(10)  Public  Health  (PHD): 

(a)  The  reporting  period  was  characterized  by  an  intensification 
of  the  reorganization  of  the  province  medical  effort.  Poet  ejqwrience 
has  proved  that  ail  aspects  of  the  health  program,  whether  MEDCAP,  Refu¬ 
gee,  Chieu  Hoi,  ;JjC  or  KOH,  must  be  coordiriated  through  the  medical  as¬ 
sistance  team  assigned  to  the  province  and  under  the  control  of  the  CORDS 
Public  Health  Division. 

(b)  In  spite  of  reduced  personnel  caused  ty  the  military  mobiliza¬ 
tion  program,  the  patient  load,  both  in  patient  and  outpatient,  increased 
during  the  month  and  put  a  terrific  work  load  or.  all  health  personnel. 
Inpatient  load  increased  by  7.456  and  outpatient  by  5.8$. 

(c;  Province  hospitals  treated  a  total  of  491  civilian  war  casualties 
and  156  military  casualties. 

(d)  Emphasis  is  being  placed  on  preventive  medicine,  with  particular 
effort  toward  environmental  health.  Sanitation  programs  are  being  Ini¬ 
tiated  in  all  provinces  which  involve  garbage  and  refugee  control,  in 
addition  to  general  health  improvement. 

f.  (C)  Personnel: 

(1)  Roster  of  Headquarters  I  FFORCEV  Key  personnel  is  at  Incl  12. 

(2)  Personnel  strength. 4  of  assigned,  attaci.ed  and  OPCON  units  are 
at  Incl  13. 

(3)  Military  Personnel  Management: 

(a)  During  the  reporting  period  HQ  I  FFORCEV  assumed  direct  responsi¬ 
bility  for  managing  the  infusion  program  witliin  its  assigned  and  attached 
units.  As  a  major  coiiinand,  I  Field  Fcr  ce  Vietnam  is  within  accepted  10- 
tational  limits  and  shows  no  rotational  hump.  However,  sane  units  sub¬ 
ordinate  to  this  headquarters  do  exceed  the  acceptable  limit  and  require 
infusion.  All  urlts  except,  the  4th  Bn,  60th  Arty,  which  is  an  air  defense 
unit  can  be  infused  from  within  the  resources  of  the  conmand.  HOS's 
within  that  battalion  are  not  compatible  with  those  in  other  units  of  this 
conmand;  therefore,  infusion  assistance  has  been  requested  from  USARV. 

(b)  Personr.el  strengths  of  assigned  and  attached  units  have  been 
generally  satisfactory  throughout  the  period.  A  problem  exists  in  ob¬ 
taining  05B20  (Radio  Operator)  and  05C20  (Radio  Teletype  Operator)  quali¬ 
fied  replacement  personnel.  USARV  is  aware  of  the  shortages  and  is  filling 
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them  as  rapidly  as  possible  from  the  replacement  stream.  The  problem 
of  qualified  radar  personnel  for  the  8th  Bn,  26th  Arty  las  been  alle¬ 
viated.  Enlisted  MOS  imbalances  still  eud.st  in  MOS's  lib  and  J_IH;  how¬ 
ever,  they  are  teas  pronounced  than  during  the  previous  three  months 
and  should  te  brought  into  balance  before  the  close  of  the  next  teport- 
ing  period. 

(c^  Lack  of  timely  receipt  of  reassignment  instruot-ons  for  rotating 
personnel  continues  to  be  a  problem.  It  has  impjovod  during  this  report¬ 
ing  period  but  it  is  still  prevalent  enough  to  have  a  dotriraental  effect 
on  morale  and  create  personal  hardships  for  individuals  involved. 

(1)  Civilian  Personnel  Management! 

(а)  During  the  period  local  national  direct  hire  spaces  were  increased 
from  189  to  21V  spaces.  I  FTORCEV  Regs  37-12,  Control  of  Overtime,  616-2, 

Manpower  Management  of  Direct  Hire  Local  Nationals  and  616-3,  Authorization 
for  rinployment  of  Daily  Hire  Local  Nationals,  were  published.  Emphasis  was 
placed  on  coordination  betweai  all  levels  of  conaand  and  the  servicing  area 
CPO's  in  order  to  achieve  improved  administration  anc  management  of  local 
national  hires. 

(b.  The  2d  quarter  CY  68  allocation  of  AIK  funds  (2,474,000  $VN)  A 

was  expended  to  within  approximately  300,000  $VN  of  the  total  allocation. 

An  allocation  of  2,545,700  $VN  his  been  received  for  3d  <qtr  CY  68.  This 
represents  approximately  SQ%  of  the  total  amount  requested  by  tris  head¬ 
quarters. 

(5J  During  this  quarter.  Headquarters  I  FFOBCEV  Arty  was  delegated 
authority  to  approve  awards  up  to  arid  inducing  the  Bronze  Star.  Also, 
the  1  FFORCEV  awaras  and  decorations  board  was  given  authority  to  ap¬ 
prove  recomnendations  for  awards  pertaining  to  MACV  advisory  personnel 
in  II  Corps  Tactical  Zone.  During  this  same  period  a  charrge  in  procedure 
in  the  procsssing  of  Air  medals  was  initiated,  by  which  recoranencationa 
for  this  award  are  submitted  for  review  by  the  Aviation  and  Ccnmiand  Sec¬ 
tions  only.  Additionally,  during  this  period  there  was  a  trasendous 
increase  in  the  volume  of  recotascndations  for  the  Legion  of  Merit  OU),  a 
fact  which  my  be  attributed  to  the  sijmmer  "rotational  hump"  of  many  of 
the  senior  Field  Grade  Officers  of  this  comiiand.  The  AiD  section  processed 
an  average  total  of  220  awards  per  month  dirring  the  past  quarter.  Resume 
of  awards  is  at  Incl  I4. 

(б)  During  the  past  quarter  the  number  of  KsJ  aiiouations  received 
by  this  headquarters  decreased.  The  chief  reason  for  this  decrease  was 
the  poor  utilization  rate  of  RkR  quotas  received  by  this  command  during 
the  previous  quarter.  However,  thj.s  headquarters  has  advised  all  assigned 
and  attached  units  that  all  R&R  quotas  received  by  units  of  this  connand 
will  be  utilized,  and  that  Koadquaruers,  1  FTORCEV  intends  to  monitor 
each  unit's  utilization  rate.  Consequently,  it  is  anticipated  that  during 
Che  next  quarter  the  number  of  R&R  quotas  allocated  to  this  comnand  will 
increase.  Additionally,  during  this  quarter  USAKV  requested  that  ail  ma¬ 
jor  subordinate  conmands  strictly  enforce  the  provision  of  USAhV  Reg  28-5 
which  limits  an  ir>dividual  to  one  authorized  during  a  normal  tour  of 
duty  in  Vietnam.  All  units  of  tils  coamand  were  directed  to  establish 
appropriate  contro.  measures  to  insure  that  no  individual  takes  more  than 
one  R&R  during  his  normal  tour.  Residue  of  RifcR  allocations  is  at  Incl  I5. 

(7)  Resume  of  promotions  for  1  FFORCEV  is  at  incl  16. 
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(8)  (U)  Chaplain  Activities; 

(a)  An  entirely  new  chaplain  staff  has  arrived  in  the  heauquartei  s 
since  previous  report. 

(b)  II  CTJ  has  122  US  Militai-y  Chaplains:  1X2  US  Army  (85  Protestant 
2t  Catholic,  1  Jewish)  and  10  US  Air  Force  (5  Protestant,  5  Catholic;. 

(c)  Religious  Services: 

1.  Protestant  services  ..n  OPCON  units  and  in  combat  and  service 
support  units  are  aaequate.  Services  for  advisory  teams  on  a  regular 
basis  are  difficult  in  sections  of  the  II  CK,  while  in  other  sections 
Chaplains  adjacent  to  advisory  teams  provide  regular  weeki.y  chaplain  cover 
age  and  religious  worship  services.  Religious  services  una  chaplain  cover 
age  were  also  provided  Special  Forces  Teams  Advisory  Team  Chaplains  and 
unit  chaplains  in  tne  vicinity  of  team  locations  as  wcxl  as  by  Special 
^'oI^:es  Chaplains.  Attendarree  wan  satisfactory  during  this  period. 

2.  Catholic  services  were  augmented  by  the  use  of  civilian  clergy 
who  satisfy  minimal  religious  obiifjition  requirements  for  Catholic  per¬ 
sonnel.  There  was  an  ir^piVase  in  the  use  of  civilian  clergy  in  the  lat¬ 
ter  part  of  the  repoi^irv?  period  due  to  rotation  of  assigned  Catholic 
Chaplains  with  no  immediate  replaceraenus. 

Jewish  services  are  adequate.  Services  are  conducted  by  the 
1  FFORCEV  Jewish  Claplain  in  nine  locations  m  tlie  11  CT2  on  a  monthly 
basis,  and  in  Nha  Trang  weekly.  Lay  leaders  oonduoied  weekly  Jevrish 
Lay  services  in  nine  locations  during  period.  Coordination  presents 
r.o  major  problem.  One  Jewish  Chaplain  assigned  to- this  headquarters 
has  responsibility  for  all  II  CTZ. 

4*  In  Nha  Trang  the  following  services  are  scheduled; 

a.  Sunday:  20  Protestant,  13  Catholic,  1  Lutheran,  2  Episcopal, 

1  Christian  Science,  and  1  Latter  Day  Saints. 

b.  Friday  Evening:  Jewish  Sabbath  Service. 

£.  Daily:  2  Catholic  services, 

d.  Services  were  conducted  at  the  following  locations: 

HQ  1  FFORCEV  Sth  Field  Hospital 

54th  Sig  Bn  Beach  Chapel 

159th  Sig  &i  5th  Special  Forces  Gp 

D  Btry  6/7l8t  Arty  US  Air  Force  Base 

17th  Avn  Go  Harbor  Defense  Site 

HQ  KT3AC 

(9)  Military  Police: 

(a;  Discipline,  law  and  order: 

1.  Serious  Incident  Report  Statietics: 

a.  Fatal  Traffic  Accidents:  Durii^;  the  reporting  period  61  fata?, 
traffic  accidents  occurred  in  the  II  CTZ,  an  increase  of  nine  fatalities 
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over  ti.e  last  quaiterly  report.  Most  of  the  accidents  resulted  from  2  1/2 
or  S-TON  trucks  colliding  v.-th  Vietriaaese  on  ir-otorcyeles  or  u>tor  scooters. 
A  majority  of  the  oeatha  were  caused  ly  carelessness  of  the  Vietnamese  peo¬ 
ple  while  operating  a  vehicle.  Many  of  th'-  fatalities  resulted  from  head 
Injuries  and  traght  P.ave  been  prevented  if  helmets  had  teen  worn. 

b.  Self-Inflicted  Vfour.ds:  During  the  reporting  period  33  accidental 
self-inflicted  injuries  resulted  from  gunshot  wounds;  two  were  fatal;  in 
addition,  there  were  four  suicides.  A  majority  of  these  injuries  were 
attributable  to  carelessness  or  gross  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  individ¬ 
ual  soldier,  e.g  ^  a  round  in  the  chamber,  failure  to  clear  a  weapon  when 
entering  a  secure  area  or  horseplay  with  a  firearm. 

2.  The  Khanh  Hoa  Province  Police  Officers'  Meeting  hosted  by  various 
police  agtr.ries  on  a  rotating  basis,  was  held  in  June  and  July.  Represe..  • 
tatives  of  the  USAF  Security  Police..  Vietnamese  Rational  Police,  ARVN, 

RCK  and  US  Military  Police,  Vietnamese  Customs,  COPIjS  Public  Safety  and 
Pr.:^vince  Advisor  were  In  attendance.  Topics  at  these  meetings  included 
blackmarketing,  traffic  enforcement  and  safety.  These  meetings  have  pro¬ 
ven  beneficial  in  rraintair.ing  rap;iort  and  liaison  with  all  police  agencies 
and  liave  resulted  in  improved  effectiveness  of  operations  for  all  forces 
tiiiough  f -relation  of  combined  (Airols  and  adjusting  tolice  resources. 

(b)  trisoners  of  War: 

1.  Reorganization  of  the  Pnu  Tal  fW  Camp:  During  the  reporting 
period  the  Phu  Tai  Prf  Camp  fceoaae  a  permanent  female  fV  facility.  From 
1a-27  May  196B .  the  Phu  Tai  FV  Cami  was  completely  closed  to  male  PW, 
creating  a  hardsldo  or.  divisions/b- 1  p.ades  operating  in  the  eastern  ■por¬ 
tion  of  II  CTZ  (particularly  the  two  ROK  Divisions)  because  it  was  neces¬ 
sary  to  evacuate  PK  to  the  Pleiku  PW  Camp.  Coordination  by  members  of  the 
PH  Section.  KACJ-i5  ario  DSA,  II  Corps  01  ana  PH  Advisors  persuaded  the 
JOS  to  reopen  the  faculty  to  stale  PW  on  a  trariSicnt  basis.  The  camp  is 
now  accepting  all  PW.  wi..-,  ra.it  -accepted  on  a  temporary  basts  only  pend- 
ir.g  evacuation  to  Phu  Quoc.  I..  iniJ  evacuation  procedures  continue.  The 
cartp  has  a  population  of  5.‘'/  fesia'.es  and  201  oa.'s.s  for  a  total  of  718  fW. 

FW  Relocation!  To  reduce  the  II  CTZ.  PW  Camp  population  to  an 
acceptable  level,  468  PW  were  trensferied  to  Phu  Quoc  PW  Camp  (261  from  rhu 
:Ai  and  20"'  from  Pleiku).  '’hu  Quoc  population  has  increased  from  8,363 
PW  in  thf  j.;  evious  quart'-.-  to  11  A37  pw. 

2  "rairijTg  Film:  A  I'lv.  ...  .n  team  tr'  -  li.v  US  Army  Pictorial  Center 
a  i-ealistic  trail,  .ng  fiLm  of  the  '  d'  rd  proceseing  of  de- 
■*  tdminis.ratlve  an.  -oglstical  sup; ert  fumiehed  by  DSA  II  CTZ. 
■if  ?-1  v  main  collecting  point  war  1  sei.  as  the  sate  for  the  film- 
■11  alco  visited  the  2d  Bde,  at.  inf  Div  detainee  collecting 
rations  at  the  brigade  level  w'-re  filmed. 

.-rovost  Marshal  representati  .e  is  a  member  o'"  ..e  1  i.  .. 'EV 

inspection  t<  am  that  ccrcucts  quarterly  Inepections  of  tei  ajor  US 
stallatlons  in  II  CK.  During  the  practice  test  exerct.se  ti.e  FM  repre¬ 
sentative  observes  the  notification  procedures  and  checks  the  reaction 
plan  of  the  local  military  (olice.  During  the  security  inspectioi.  the 
FM  representative  inspects  physical  security  safeguards  such  as  protective 
lighting,  perimeter  barriers,  guard  force  and  control  oi  local  nationale. 
Ten  such  inspections  were  conducted  during  the  reporting  period. 

(dl  VIP  Security  and  Special  Events: 

1.  Pei  sonal  security  was  provided  for  six  diotinguishsd  persons  (4 
star  general  ^f  flag  rank  civilian  official  of  equal  or  higher  rank) 

CONFIDENTIAL  NOFORN 


CONFIDENTIAL  NOFORN 


AVFA-GC-OT  15  August  1^68 

SUBJbCTr  Operational  Report  of  headquarters  1  f*-ORCfc,V  for  Quarterly 
i-eriod  Er.ding  31  July  19^-8  KCS  C3F0R-65  (Ki)  (U; 

visiting  Headou^rters  I  FFORCEV  and  the  Nha  Trang  area  that,  included  the 
Honorable  Stanl^^v  R»  Resor,  Secretary  of  the  Army.  Coordir^tion  was  nade 
with  the  Senior  Province  Advisor,  Ninh  Thuan  Prcvince,  when  the  Honorable 
Orville  L.  Freeraajij  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  visited  the  rhan  hartg  area 
in  U 

2.  Security  and  traffic  oontrol  ccntinue  to  be  provided  by  the  1  FFOhCi-V 
military  police  for  oonferencea  and  special  events  such  as  the  opening  day 
ceremonies  of  the  Nha  Trang  Instawation  Defense  Coirr^nd  Tactical  Operations 
Center.  Coordination  was  ri;ade  by  meabcrs  of  uhe  Provost  Marshal  section 
with  the  Vietracese,  KOK  and  ottaer  US  agencies  to  ^rssure  the  security  of 
the  attendees* 

(10)  Safety  and  Accioent  Prevention  (1  FFOP.OEV  asei^ea  and  attached 
units  only): 

(a)  Both  the  motor  vehicle  accident  rate  and  :d.Iitar7  injuiy  rate 
were  below  previous  quarter  rates.  The  niotor  vehacle  accident  rate  was 
.02  above  the  establj-shed  expectancy  ceiling,  and  the  injury  rate  .1^8 
below  the  ceilings  Statistical  oata,  by  unit,  are  shown  at  Inclos’ire 

17* 


(b)  More  tton  50^  <^f  the  reported  accidents  resuitec  from  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  Anry  motor  vehicles  Fifty  percent  of  the  motor  vehicle  accidents 
involved  2  1/2  ton  cr  larger  sized  vehic^o.  The  priLiary  cause  factor  of 
motor  vehicle  accidents  continued  to  be  d»‘ivlng  too  fast  for  existing  con¬ 
ditions  of  the  roacway*  pedestrian  trafiic  or  weather. 

•(c)  The  number  of  injuries  sustained  from  the  accioentai  discharge 
of  small  aims  decreased  during  the  penod.  Four  iM  were  injured  when  .45 
cal  pistols  accidently  dischargee.  Improper  clearing  procedures  and  clean¬ 
ing  of  weapons  with  rounds  chambered  were  identified  as  prinary  cause 

(ii)  Medical: 

(a)  .Disease  trends  in  civilian  popu.i.a.ion  are  on  a  down  trend;  plague 
is  shewing  its  seasonal  aowntrer.a.  .Tost  of  the  .-leventive  riiedicine  pro- 
gratt*^  h-.V'-  gone  quite  well,  ani  r-ajor  projevts  have  oeen  completed. 

(b)  Malaria  continues  to  be  a  najor  problem  in  th.e  Highlands,  especi¬ 
ally  in  the  area  north  of  Oui  Nhon  Uontana  emphasis  has  been  veiy  strong 
in  this  area;  however,  the  tjpe  cf  operatiens  of  the  un'ts  in  this  area  s'rem 
to  prevent  a  decrease  in  the  cialaria  rate. 

(c)  There  ar-  inipressive  shortages  in  medical  personriel  foi'  boUi  the 
173d  Abn  bde  ai-d  the  4th  inf  i>:  /  However,  the  U3AKV  Surgeon  as;;ures  the 
1  FFOF.CSV  Surgeon  that  these  two  units  will  be  given  priority  and  that  all 
units  should  approach  fUil  authcrlced  strength  by  ttie  end  of  SepteBiber 

.y68^ 

(a  All  Oust  Off  aircraft  have  t»;en  equipped  with  the  L-i3  engine, 
which  has  solved  the  lift  capability  problan  wh.ich  had  previousi^r'  existed. 

1  ho  concept  of  field  standby  Dust  Off  support  has  ...rover.  inva.iuaDlc  and  hias 
enthusiu  ticaiiy  accepttd  b,.  thic  ticticai  unit  coniranders  ana  the 
Air  a*-',-  "ce  p-.rsonnel. 

-  .  OKi )  Artillery: 

’  Aiig  the  period  1  May  IVt-S  threu^.  31  July  iVeS,  ±  fFOKCLY 
Arty  coi.v^nued  to  support  US,  FWKAF.  ARVN,  RF/FF  and  UlUG  forces  in  11 
CTl, 

(2)  1  FFORCLV  Arty  u.iits,  totaling  two  art’-i^iy  giK/ujiS,  li  bat¬ 
talions,  three  separate  batteries,  ain  ten  pupport-ed  all 
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major  operations  in  the  IT.  Cii.  to  include  OFLliATlOHS  BINK  TAf  -  KACARThUB, 

DAf,  SIDE  -  uOChlSE,  DAN  HOA  -  EOUING,  DAN  ThAIiG  -  MCLAL\,  and  WALKEK. 

3F  and  CIDG  forces  operating  in  AO-s  Blue,  Red  anc  Black  were  supported 
as  were  ARVN  operations  conaucted  by  unii.s  of  the  22d  and  23d  ARW  Div, 

24th  SIZ,  and  provincial  defense  forces.  i;OK  forces  in  the  9th  ara  GRID 
areas  of  ooeration  were  supported  during  OPtlATlOhS  .-lALIiG  hO  12  ana 
EAnK  MA  6 

(3)  Selected  Kunitionsi  1  FFORCEV  Arty  evaluation  of  selected  mu¬ 
nitions  was  completed  on  30  Jun  68  using  data  compiled  on  all  artillery 
missions  firvd  with  these  munitions  in  li  CTi  during  ti.e  period  1  Feb 
through  15  Jun  68.  There  w-as  a  total  of  120  missions  fired,  expending 
1S18  rounds  of  all  oalibei  s,  resulting  in  u36  confirmed  KIA,  49  KIA  es- 
t_irated  by  intelligence,  and  30  coifiraied  WIA.  This  indicates  an  expendi¬ 
ture  of  only  3>5  rounds  per  casualty  although  surveillance  of  only  21  mis¬ 
sions,  or  17,5  percent  of  the  total  was  obtained. 

(i*)  Mobile  Artillery  Task  Force.  The  Mobile  Artillery  Task  Force,  of 
which  6th  En-.  84th  Arty  fonts  the  nucleus,  continued  its  support  of  major 
operations  in  II  CT2 ,  As  of  ihe  end  of  the  reporting  period,  it  has  par¬ 
ticipated  in  operations  conducted  in  every  AO  in  the  II  CT2,  to  include 
IDCDS  GREEN  in  the  western  higfiiands,  VELVET  HARMEP.  on  the  northern  coast, 
liAEKG  KC  li  arc  12  in  the  CAF  ROK  Div  AO,  BAEK  MA  6  in  yth  ROK  Div  AO, 
and  TF  South  in  DAK  TKAKG-KC:A1N  AO. 

(5)  Arrival  of  Counter  mortar  Radars.  On  29  May  68,  three  countermor¬ 
tar  radar  (AN/KPQ -4A)  det.--cijKnts  arrived  in  country  followed  by  a  fourth 
detachment  on  28  Jun  68  .  All  detacijnents  arrived  at  the  post  of  Qui.  Hhon 
and  convoyed  to  HHB,  8th  Bn,  26th  Arty  (TAB)  Camp  Townes,  west  of  Qui  Nhon 
for  in  country  orientation,  prccessing  .  and  che:k  out  of  equipmerrt,  with 
bhe  exception  of  the  fourth  aetacbjaent .  Orientation,  processing  and  check 
out  of  equipment  was  accomplished  at  camp  Radcliff*,  An  Khe,  due  to  relo¬ 
cation  of  KHB.  8th  Bn.  26th  A.rty  (TAB.)  on  20  Jun  68,  The  first  three  detach¬ 
ments  are  presently  located  in  BIKH  TAY-MACARIHUh  AO  and  trie  fourth  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Hang  Ciang  Pass  (WAIEER  AO). 

(6)  /irtiiiery  Support  for  KF/PF, 

(a)  A  formal  prog;  .m  was  -.stabiished  in  J'JTie  to  insure  ttet  all  RF/PF 
elements  are  capable  of  using  the  artillery  support  available  to  them. 

Each  U5  artillery  unit  in  II  CT2  has  been  assigned  an  area  of  responsibility 
based  upon  political  bouridarles  in  which  they  are  to  execute  the  program 
through  the  district  and  province  advisor* 

(b)  Under  the  concept  of  the  program  each  US  unit  is  Mking  a  sur¬ 
vey  of  tl'.e  RF/PF  elements  in  their  area  of  responsibility  to  determine  the 
number  of  elements  tieir  loccticne.  fire  support  requiraDents  ana  commu- 
rdcations  available.  After  completion  of  the  survey,  contacL  teams  are 
being  dispatched  wi.th  the  puipose  of  -.isiting  all  RF/PF  elements.  I'heir 
ciission  is  to  assist  in  fire  planning  fire  in  defensive  concentrationo, 
insure  that  responsive  fire  request  clia:ir.els  exist,  and  provide  training 
in  forward  obse.-ver  procedures, 

(c)  The  goals  of  the  program  are  to  provide  lOC^  coverage  of  RF/PF 
elements  and  to  react  to  a  request  for  fire  with  artillery  of  any  allied 
unit  witldn  three  ainutes.  A  number  of  RF/PF  personnel  have  already  been 
trained  in  forward  observer  procedures  at  the  FO  school  at  An  Khe.  Train¬ 
ing  has  also  been  conducted  .in  other  locations  in  conjunction  with  ARVN 
artillery  units. 
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(7)  Artillfry  Seminar,  kfi  artixlery  seminar  was  held  at  An  Khe  on 
21  June,  Artillery  comianders  of  US.  ROK  and  ARVR  forces  at  the  corps, 
division  and  group  level  participated.  A  demonstration  of  selected  muni¬ 
tions  was  presented  after  which  a  conference  was  held  to  discuss  several 
topics  of  tiutual  interest.  The  discussions  covered  such  areas  as  combined 
support  for  Rf/PF  elements-  improvement  of  artillery  effectiveness  through 
the  analysis  of  ammunition  ejqwndiiures,  methods  to  increase  the  number 

of  forward  observers  operating  with  Vietnamese  maneuver  units,  and  the 
means  of  preventing  artillery  accidents.  This  second  meeting  in  a  planned 
series  of  meetings  1*3  resulted  in  strengthening  of  ties  between  allied 
units  with  the  outcome  of  more  effective  and  responsive  artillery  support 
for  maneuver  units  of  ail  allied  nations. 

(8)  Calibration  Program,  The  U3ARV  calibration  team  calibrated  US 
artillery  in  --he  4th  Inf  Div  and  173d  Abn  Bde  (Sep)  AP's  during  the  period 
10-17  June  68.  The  number  of  cubes  "alibrated  in  each  major  unit  was: 


lOJgn 

155mm 

8" 

175iiin 

4th  Inf  Div  Arty 

10 

18 

U 

0 

1  FFORCEV  Arty 

19 

22 

16 

12 

3d  Bn  319th  Arty 

?C 

0 

0 

0 

(9)  Heterological  Quality  Control  Team.  The  Metro  Control  Team  con¬ 
tinued  analyais  of  data  provided  to  firing  units  by  th.e  nine  electronic 
metro  sections  in  II  CTE,  A  reduction  of  errors  to  1.5$  of  ail  metro  data 
provided  to  artillery  units  during  the  period  was  noted.  This  record  low 
percentage  of  error  conc’-ibuted  significantly  the  accufacy  of  artil¬ 
lery  fires  and  reduced  the  probability  of  firing  incidents  by  artillery 
units  in  the  II  CT2, 

OO)  Intelligence  Seminar.  The  second  I  PFORCEV  Arty  Intelligence 
Seminar  was  hosted  by  the  52d  Arty  Cp  on  11  Jul  68.  Attendees  included 
repi-esentatives  from  US,  ARVN  and  hOK  Arty  units  The  purpose  of  the 
seminar  was  to  provide  an  opportunity  for  discussion  of  intelligence  opera- 
tions  at  various  staff  levels  and  to  facilitate  exchange  of  information 
between  ail  groups  represented,  Briefjjigs  were  presented  by  representa¬ 
tives  of  CORDS  I  FFORCEV,  II  Corps.  I  FFORCKV  Arty,  9th  ROK  Div  Arty  and 
173d  Abn  Bde  (Sep).  The  seminar  was  found  to  be  beneficial  and  presented 
an  excellent  opportunity  for  exetarge  of  information  among  US,  ROK  and 
ARVN  intelligence  officers.  It  was  determined  that  significant  advances 
in  integrated  intelligence  operations  and  subsequent  increased  effectiveness 
of  artiller;.'  fire  support  can  be  realized  from  conferences  of  this  type, 

(11)  Ccunterbattery  Intelligence  Operations. 

(a)  In  May  68  the  cour.ttrbstlery  intelliBence  section  published  the 
first  monthly  analysis  of  the  enemy  artillery  tireat  in  II  CTE.  For  pur¬ 
poses  of  ti,e  analy-sjs  enemy  artiller.'  wad  defined  as  recoilless  rifles, 
mortars,  rockets  and  carincr.s.  Tin  objettives  were  as  follows: 

-  To  determine  from  data  collected  and  evaluated,  what  enemy  artillery 
capabilities  were  used  in  11  CTZ  during  the  pe'^iod, 

E  To  determui-  the  effect! venese  of  active  and  passive  counter  measures 
employed  at  installations  i;i  II  CTt. 

2  To  determine  actiont  required  to  increase  effectiveness  of  active 
and  passive  defense  of  installations  against  enemy  (Ttillery. 

(b)  Subsequent  analysis  rofintd  the  first  publication  emphasizing 
effectiveness  of  active  and  passive  defense  measures.  They  assisted  radar 
officers  in  measuring:  proficiency  of  coonternortar  radar  detachment# 
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and  determining  If  proper  sectors  of  scan  had  been  assigned  or  if  additional 
sectors  of  scan  were  required.  The  analysis  provided  indications  of  where 
the  various  types  of  enemy  artillery  are  located  and  against  what  targets 
the  artillery  is  used.  The  ultiriate  objective  of  the  analysis  is  to  increase 
the  effectiveness  of  target  acquJ.siticn  agencies  in  order  to  reduce  enemy 
artillery  effectiveness. 

(12)  Ammunition  Expenditures  Analysis.  The  analysis  of  anmunition 
expenditures  tes  been  expedited  through  the  development  of  computer  pro¬ 
gram  which  performs  the  numerical  calculations  of  t.  e  weekly  and  monthly 
expenditure  data.  A  Burroughs  263  computer,  located  at  the  Base  Data  Auto¬ 
mation  Section,  14th  Cbt  Spf  Gp  Hha  Trang  Air  Force  Base,  is  used,  and  a 
series  of  programs  was  developed  by  a  programmer  assigned  to  the  section. 

The  sophisticated  pre^'am  incorporating  numerous  double  check  featuj'ea 
and  variable  time  interval  flexibility,  provides  output  param  art  of 
rounds,  miesione  percentage  of  rounds  and  missions  against  to:  1  expendi¬ 
tures,  and  rounds  per  mission  for  each  target  category  by  calioer,  ei-ea 

of  operation,  and  hattg.lion.  Weekly  and  monthly  copies  of  the  compL’'’erized 
expenditure  analysis  are  provided  to  all  major  artillery  comar.as  wi  in 
1  FFORCEV  to  utilize  as- a  means  of  analyzing  their  subordinate  units'  ex¬ 
penditures.  As  a  resul'jOf  the  i  FFORCEV  Arty  annunition  mariigeiaent  ;ystem, 
a  significant  shift  has  ,,een  noticed  in  expenditures  from  the  interdiction 
category  to  trie  more  profitable  target  categoiies,  such  as  confirmed  and 
acquired. 

(13)  Fire  Support  Coordination  Elment  (FSCE). 

(a)  During  this  period,  inc-reased  emphasis  was  placed  on  naval  gun¬ 
fire  support.  Coordination  meetings  were  conducted  by  the  Naval  Gunfire 
Liaison  Officer  (NGLO)  with  reprecentatives  of  the  USS  Craig  and  the  USS 
Carronade.  The  meetings  enabled  a  better  ur.derstaniing  of  the  principles 
of  naval  gunfire.  An  average  of  three  ships  were  on  station  each  day  in 
the  contiguous  waters  of  the  II  CK.  Nval  gunfire  was  used  extensively  in 
AO's  DAN  SBiH-COChlSE  and  DA!,'  THANH  MCLAIN. 

(b)  Target  processing  increased  greatly  during  tlie  month  of  May  when 
over  3^000  targets  were  developed  and  passed  to  firing  units.  During  the 
period  1  Kay  to  31  July,  an  average  of  over  2-400  targets  were  processed 
each  month.  An  increased  specializati-in  in  target  processing  was  developed 
in  conjUiiction  with  certain  targeting  information  furnished  by  G2.  As  a 
result  of  this  info nnation;  two  types  of  targets,  ajoaediate  reaction  and 
Hangfire,  were  developed.  Immediate  reaction  targets  are  those  developed 
from  usually  reliable  intelligence  sources  and  passed  to  the  firing  unit 
for  imnediate  firing.  Hangfire  targets  aie  those  ceveloped  from  very 
recent,  reliable  intelligence  sources  a;.d  passed  to  the  firing  units  for 
immediate  firing.  Areas  of  increased  enemy  activity  are  given  special 
emphasis  in  immediate  reaction  and  Hangfire  targeting.  Frocsdures  have 
been  established  through  liaison  and  advisory  charnels  to  obtain  rapid 
firing  response  by  ROK  and  ARVN  firing  units  and  to  obtain  clearance  to 
fire  outside  US  AO's  on  these  targets.  During  the  period,  367  Hangfire 
and  7,305  iimnediate  reaction  targets  were  developed  and  passed  to  the 
firing  units  by  the  FSCE. 

(c)  In  coordination  with  the  Kha  Trang  Installation  Defense  Coimand 
(IDC),  the  FSCE  developed  and  passed  targets  to  supporting  artillery 
commands  with  a  specific  schedule  of  fires  which  allowed  IDC  to  condict 
its  operation  witl  more  effic,iency.  The  NGLO  in  the  FSCE  also  ooordinat- 
sd  closely  with  IDC  for  scheduled  KGF  in  support  of  IDC  operations. 
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(d)  Targeting  coordiriation  meetings  were  conducted  during  the  period 
with  the  4tli  Inf  Div,  173d  Abn  Bde  (Sep)  and  the  list  Arty  Gp.  A  represen¬ 
tative  from  the  FSCE  has  been  at  TF  South  since  26  June  serving  as  a  fire 
support  10.  This  resulted  in  increased  targeting  efficiency  and  provided 
a  Fire  Support  Coordi nation ^Center  (FSCE)  for  TF  South. 

(o)  Several  ARC  Light  coordination  visits  were  conducted  during  the 
period.  The  most  notable  were  with  the  Capital  ROK  Div  and  the  Combined 
Intelligence  Center  Vietnam  (CICV),  As  a  result  of  the  visits,  more 
complete  ground  follow-ups  were  conducted  and  requests  for  ARC  Light 
targets  from  ARVl.  and  ROK  coitinands  increased.  A  total  of  263  ARC  Light 
targets  were  processed,  136  of  whicn  were  fired. 

< 

(f)  On  15  July,  members  of  the  MACV  Combat  Operation  Center  (COC  8) 
and  HACy  J2  presented  an  ARC  Light  briefing  at  1  FTCfiCSy.  Personnel  from 
subordinate  cooi.'ands  and  Hsadquarters,  I  FFORCEV  who  are  involved  in  the 
dally  processing  ARC  Light  missions  attended.  The  purpose  of  tht  meet¬ 
ing  was  to  discuss  the  new  ARC  Light  reguLation:  RACV  Directive  95-14, 
subject;  ARC  Light  Operations,  dated  3  Jul  68. 

(14)  Forward  Observer  and  Fire  Direction  Officer  Training. 

(a)  The  backlog  of  artiilerj-  lieutenants  who  had  not  attended  the  For¬ 
ward  Observer  and  Firt  Direction  Officer  Training  Courses,  conducted  res¬ 
pectively  by  the  List  Arty  Gp  at  An  Khe  ana  the  52d  Arty  Gp  at  Pleiku,  has 
been  reduced  to  a  point  where  quotas  to  attend  tic  schools  may  be  extended 
to  personnel  other  than  artillery  lieutenants.  Recent  graduates  of  the 
schools  include  ARVN,  CIDG  and  RF/PF  persorinel.  In  addition,  newly  assign¬ 
ed  captains  and  majors  with  no  field  artillery  expxience  are  being  sent 

to  both  schools. 

(b)  A  total  of  104  students  have  graduated  from  the  Fire  Direction 
Officer  Training  Course  during  the  reporting  period  for  an  overall  total 
of  212  graduates  since  the  schools  began  in  Jan  68.  The  Forward  Observer 
Training  Course  trained  154  students  during  the  period  and  have  trained 
311  students  overall. 

(c)  Since  Jan  68,  the  Forward  Observer  Training  Course  has  trained 
38  ARVfJ,  117  fcP/PF,  and  32  CIDG/SF  personnel. 

(15)  Artillery'  Strength:  The  foil<ving  table  reflects  artillery 
tube  strength  by  caliber  for  US:  ARVH,  and  FWHAF  Artillery  units  in  II  CTZ 
at  the  end  of  the  quarter. 
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us  Divisional 
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18 
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36 
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0 

US  Force  Artillery 

72 
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23 

25 

ARVN  Artiixery 

87 

U 

0 

0 

Special  Forces 

_i2. 

0 

0 

0 

365 

136 

27 

25 

(16)  Amnunition  Statistics  for 

US  Artillery  in 

11  CTZ 

for  the 

..eporting  Quarters: 

(a)  Exq>enditure8  by  Target  Category: 
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TARGET 

CATEGOhr 

.'■AY 

RUUMC6/P1ISSIONS 

JUNE 

ROUNDS/MISSIONS 

JULY 

KOUK&S/klSSlON 

Gonfirn:ed 

49,06;3/l,612 

25,471/777 

19335/950 

Acquired 

71,354/8  ,  680 

UU 9 k i 3/8  >494 

307  9.:/3694 

Counterbattery 

lA, 491/5 71 

4,015/146 

2129/395 

Preparati 

on 

28,808/1,729 

22,955/1,140 

17152/677 

interdiction 

79,572/28,897 

59,721/25,807 

20820/12665 

Special  Purpose 

32,510/4,508 

29,707/4,234 

2X  97/2209 

other 

4.207/552 

4.280/521 

4379/554 

TOTAL 

279,995/46,549 

190,622/41,119 

114704/22234 

(b) 

4 

Expenditure  by  Caixoerc 

MONTH 

CA-LllfalaR 

RSS  EaPEKDED 

%  of  TOT  Ail 

RDS/TUBIt/CAY 

May 

105 

177s 479 

63? 

34 

15  s 

6’’,  088 

24$ 

37 

C" 

21,879 

8$ 

24 

175 

13-54? 

_ 52- 

20 

SUb-TDTAL  279,995 

10056 

34* 

June 

105 

124,995 

652 

28 

155 

39,064 

202 

22 

8" 

15,686 

82 

18 

175 

U.289 

16 

SUB-TOTAi  190,622 

1002 

24* 

July 

105 

73,364 

642 

16 

155 

20,765 

182 

12 

8" 

12,820 

tl2 

15 

175  7.755 

SUB-TOTAL  114,701 

_Z2_ 

1002 

10 

14* 

TOTAL 

58.'  321 

♦Prorated  A.verage 

(j?)  Artillery  with  1  FFCItCBV  at  the  aid  of  the  CELL  quarter  were: 
(a)  Non-diviaional. 

I  FFORCEV  ARTILLOiy 
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5th  Battalion,  27th  Artilleiy  (105™  T) 

6th  Battalion,  32d  Artillery  (175ai»/8  inch  SP) 

4th  Battalion,  60th  Artillery  (AWSF) 

Battery  B,  2?th  Artillery  (Searchlight) 

Battery  K,  4l9t  Artillery  (KG) 

Headquarters  Battery,  8th  Target  Acquisition  Battalion,  26th 
Artillery  77th  Field  Artillery  Datacfcaent  (Radar) 

237th  Field  Artillery  Dotachjaent  (Radar) 

241at  Field  Artillery  Detachment  (Radar) 

242d  Field  Artillery  Detachment  (Radar) 

243d  Field  Artillery  Detachment  (Radar) 

244th  Field  Artillery  Detachment  (Radar) 

253d  Field  Artillery  Detachment  (Radar) 

254th  Field  Artillery  Detachment  (Rjidar) 

235th  F'  Jld  Artillery  Detachment  (Radar) 

256th  Field  Artillery  Detachment  (:iadar) 

41st  Artillery  GiMup 

7th  Battalion,  13th  Artillery  (105nn  T) 

7th  Battalion,  15th  Artillery  (175nav^8  inch  SP) 

2d  Battalion,  17th  Artillery  (105aim/155Bin  T  Prov) 

6th  Battalion,  84th  Artlileiy  (155™  T) 

52d  Artillery  Group 

3d  Battalion,  6th  Artillery  (105nm  5p) 

6th  Battalion,  14th  ArtiUary  (175ibb/8  inch  SP) 

5th  Battalion,  22d  Artillery  (175™/6  inch  SP) 

1st  Battalion,  92d  Artillery  (155™  T) 

(b)  Divisional. 

4th  Infantry  Division  Artillery 

2d  Battalion,  9th  ArUUory  (105™  T) 

5th  Battalion,  I6th  Artillery  (155™/8  inch  SP) 

6tii  Battalion,  29th  Artillery  (I05™  T) 

4th  Battalion,  42d  Artillery  (IO5™  T) 
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let  Brigade,  101st  Airborne  Division 

Battery  D  (Provisioml),  2d  Battalion,  320th  Artillery  (lOSmrn  T) 

173d.  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate) 

3d  Battalion,  319th  Artillery  (105imii  T) 

h.  (C)  Signal  Operations.  The  mission  of  providing  Coamand  and  Con¬ 
trol  communications  from  Headquarters  I  FFORCEV  to  subordinate  commands  and 
the  support  of  tactical  communications  requirements  beyond  the  capacity 
of  those  ccccnands  continued  to  constitute  the  main  activities  of  the  Signal 
Section  during  the  reporting  period. 

(1)  The  54th  Signal  Battalion  provided  conmunications  support  for 
OPLAJJS  BINH  TAY-MACARTHUR  and  DAK  THAHG-KCUIN.  In  addiUon  to  support 
of  those  I  FFORCEV  operations,  the  54th  provided  support  for  several  ROK 
operations.  Additional  equipment  was  committed  in  support  of  road  convoy 
movements  which  were  experiencing  difficulties  with  FM  communications. 

(2)  In  support  of  TF  South,  elements  of  Company  E,  43d  Signal  Battalion, 
2l8t  Signal  Group,  which  are  permanently  assigned  in  Dalat,  augmented  by 

a  small  detachment  from  the  54th  Sig  Bn,  were  employed  to  provide  the  tac¬ 
tical  circuit  terminations  at  TF  South  Headquarters,  elimiiuiting  the 
for  a  large  signal  contingent  be  deployed  with  the  TF  staff. 

(3)  Efforts  were  continued  to  improve  and  upgrade  ccnjnuni cations  capa¬ 
bilities  within  II  CTZ.  Emphasis  has  been  placed  on  the  improvement  of 
CORDS  Conmand  and  Control  coomuiiications  to  allow  more  direct  contact  and 
operational  control  down  through  the  province  strudture.  Studies  were  con¬ 
ducted  and  reoosnmendations  submitted  to  USAEV  to  provide  a  secure  record 
traffic  capability  for  CORDS.  The  addition  of  six  trunk  circuits  has  pro¬ 
vided  CORDS  telephone  access  through  the  Typhoon  switchboard  to  all  Pro- 

t  Vince  Senior  Advisors. 

(4)  An  1  FFORCEV  regulation  was  Issued  Implementing  the  use  of 
Address  Indicator  Groups,  significantly  reducing  the  transmission  time  on 
recurring  messages. 

(5)  Conferences  have  been  conducted  with  representatives  of  USAH.V 
and  all  major  tactical  iniits  within  U  CTZ  concerned  with  secure  tactical 
■voice  coimmmications.  Planning  for  the  installation  of  AUTODIH  and 
AUTOSEVOCCM  continued.  Training  in  the  message  format  and  procedures  to 
be  used  in  AUTODU'I  has  be®  intensified. 

(6)  The  occasional  requirement  for  4-channel  VHF  to  battalion  CP's 
was  the  subject  of  critical  review  and  found  to  be  valid.  Battalion 
Comanders,  while  operating  away  from  their  base  areas,  often  retain 
security  and  training  x^sponsibilities  it  their  base  areas,  and  in  an 
increasing  way  share  this  responsibility  with  ARVN  forces  in  the  base 
areas.  Their  cci&bat  operations  in  forward  areas  are  mere  frequently  ec 

a  sbared-responaibiiity  basis  with  ARVN  counterparts,  heightening  the  n  -i 
for  liaison  and  conmum cations  both  laterally  and  back  to  base  areas  for 
contact  with  Sector  and  Subsector  Advisors.  The  liaison-type  coammica- 
tlons  are  typically  lengthy  because  they  deal  more  witi.  abstract  matters 
than  purely  administrative  and  logistical  matters,  and  thus  tend  to 
monopolize  net  time.  These  additional  requirements,  added  to  the  usual 
operational,  administrative  arid  logistical  des^nds  on  FM  nets,  has  the 
effect  of  overloading  thiose  nets  to  the  detriment  of  effective  ccaumnd 
control. 
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i.  (C)  Engineer: 

(1)  The  niajor  effort  of  the  engineer  section  during  the  reporting 
period  was  devoted  to  planning,  coordinating  and  supervising  18th  Engr  Bde 
units  in  combat  support  on  I  FFOhCtV,  5th  SFGA,  KOKV  and  ARVt-i  operations. 
Organic  engineer  units  under  OFCOK  of  I  FFORCEV,  4th  Engr  Bn  (C>  and  the 
173d  Elngr  Co  (Abn),  Wei's  fully  comnitted  in  support  of  their  parent  organi¬ 
zations  tliTOughout  the  period,  fheir  activitiof>  were  monitored  by  the 
engineer  section.  Tactical  operations  supported  during  the  period  were 
HAN  HOA-BOLLING,  DAli  THANG-MGUIK,  aiK  SINH-COChlSl  and  BlNh  TA Y-MACARIHER . 
Specific  engineer  combat  support  effort  expended  by  units  of  the  18th  Engr 
Bdt  and  divisional  and  brigade  engineer  uni'-s  in  support  of  tactical  opera¬ 
tions  is  outlined  below, 

(2)  Support  of  Tactical  Cp-rations, 

(a)  OPcIiATION  DAN  KO A  -BOILING.-  35th  Engr  Cp  is  in  general  support 

of  operation.  Major  effort  was  directed  towards  upgrading  and  maintaining 
IjOC'S,  Auditional  support  included  minesweeps  along  LTL  7B,  helipad  con¬ 
struction,  dust  suppression,  assistance  in  constructing  lortifications  and 
upgradir,g  116  Icii  of  ITL  7B  (west  from  Tuy  Hoa)  to  limited  all  weather  capa¬ 
bility  by  repair  or  constructing  bridges,  culverts  and  fords  and  improve¬ 
ment  of  route  drainage.  Continuous  maintenance  of  airfields  was  accom¬ 
plished  as  required, 

(b)  OrERATiO;.'  DAii  THANC-MCoAIfl,  The  35th  Engr  Gp  is  in  general  suj>- 
port.  Ihe  majority  of  engineer  effort  was  placed  on  constructing  aircraft 
revetments,  helipads,  FAC  Ammo  Storage  Complex,  PtX  Compound  and  enlarging 
perimeter  at  Betty,  Maintenance  operations  along  QL  1  vie  Phan  Thiet 
in  Hinh  Thuan  Province  to  the  north  continued,  fturing  a  one  week  period 
thrity-slx  roadblocks  were  removed  between  AN  959312  to  AN  980332  and  from 
Phan  Thiet  to  Ahi  123364, 

(c)  OPERATION  DAN  SlNH-vOCHlSK.  The  35th  Engr  Gp  is  in  general  sup¬ 
port.  Support  included  upgrading  and  maintenance  of  roads  and  airfields, 
applications  of  dust  pailatives  and  construction  of  artillery  g’in  pads  as 
well  as  accoaplistJT.ent  of  aaditionai  engineer  support  requirements  as 
requested. 

(d)  OPERATION  BANJO  hOYCE.  The  87th  Engr  Bn  (Const),  35th  Engr  Cp, 
furnished  engineer  operational  sup-ort  for  bu<ld-up  of  th-;  Dalat  Can 

Ly  Staging  Area,  Support  included  construction  of  five  L-shape  and  fifteen 
U-sJape  berm  aircraft  revetments,  fi've  FaC  prefabricated  revetments,  three 
ASP  berm  storage  areas  and  other  engineer  operational  support  tasks. 

(e)  OPPRATiON  BINK  lAY-JlACARBiUR.  The  937th  Engr  Cp  is  in  general 
support.  The  majority  of  engineer  effort  for  period  of  report  was  con¬ 
centrated  on  maintenance  and  upgrading  of  major  LOC's  in  the  highlands 
AOR,  maintenance  and  repair  of  airfields  and  construction  of  -tillery 
firebases. 

(3)  Airfield  Upgrading  and/or  Repclr. 

(a)  Ban  Don  (ZV  032268) ;  The  1st  Plat,  B  C»,  20th  Engr  ai  (C) 
commenced  upgrading  on  4  Apr  68  and  completed  repairs  on  9  M^y  68.  A 
150  '  1  I5O'  parking  apron  with  a  245'  X  4O'  taxiway  was  constructed. 
Runway  markers  were  built  and  placed  and  the  drainage  system  was  improved. 
A  tdal  of  5,652  US  man  hourt  and  940  equipment  hours  wore  expended. 
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(b)  Eao  Log  ^T  065792).  MACV  Adeisor  personnel  have  supervised 
ARVH  idngineers  in  minor  repair  and  welding  of  H8A1.  However,  recent 
indications  point  to  the  probable  need  for  major  repairs  in  the  near  future. 

A  message  was  sent  frcm  this  HQ  to  18th  Engr  Bde  on  18  Jul  requesting  an 
engineer  evaluation  and  work  estimate.  Repair  work  is  expected  to  start 
in  late  Aug  or  Sop  68. 

(c)  Ban  Me  Thuot  East  (AQ  868020),:  The  Vietnamese  Ministry  of 
Public  V.’orks  las  commenced  to  repair  and  extend  the  east  end  of  runway 
approximately  1000' .  This  work  is  part  of  a  GVN  long-range  developemni 
program  that  has  progressed  slowly  but  steadily  during  the  reporting 
period  without  interfering  with  C-130  operations. 

(d)  Dak  Pek  (YB  952683).  One  officer  and  ten  (10)  EM  were  assigned 
to  Dak  Pek  for  a  two  week  period  in  Jun  68  to  repair  damage  to  runway 
caused  by  a  C7A  accident,  to  improve  the  road  from  the  main  camp  hill  to 
the  "ater  point  and  to  upgrade  the  connecting  road  to  an  artillery  posi¬ 
tion  approximately  300m.  north  of  the  nein  SF  camp. 

(e)  Dak  Seang  (YD  895406).  The  airfield  was  closed  on  5  Jul  by  USAF 
due  to  erosion  across  the  runway.  Repair  was  beyond  capabilities  of  SF 
camp  persorinel.  One  Plat..  299th  Engr  Bn  (C) ,  commenced  i.-ork  on  15  Jul. 

Repair  involves  f-iling,  shaping  and  compacting  the  runway  lifts  and 
applying  seal-coat.  Completion  of  repairs  will  ensure  that  the  field 
remains  operational  for  the  duration  of  current  monsoon  season.  KDC 

la  15  Aug  68. 

(f)  Dak  To(ZE  C44224).  Early  in  May  68  the  299th  Engr  Bn  (C) 
commenced  repair  ard  maintenance  of  this  airfield  in  addition  to  repair 
and  maintenance  of  the  FSA,  Maintenance  work  will  continue  throughout 
the  monsoon  season. 

(g)  Daiat/Cam  Ly  (ff  185220).  The  87th  Engr  Bn  (Const)  completed 
constructing  the  new  4470'  X  60'  DBST,  Type  II  C-130  runway.  During 
recent  tactical  operations  vie  Dalat  the  rew  runway  sustained  approximate!}- 
100  C-130  sorites.  Several  soft  spots  developed  in  isolated  areas  of 

the  runway  and  are  presently  being  repaired. 

(h)  DongBalhin  (CP  032295).  The  airfield  was  closed  in  Apr  68 

due  to  deterioration  of  PSP  surface  arid  failure  of  suograde.  Approval  to 
construct  a  light  aircraft  capable  field  was  obtaineu  from  CG,  USARV,  on 
3  May  68.  Repair  design  plans  have  been  completed  and  construction  i  3 
expected  to  start  within  the  next  quarter  as  assets  become  available  from 
higher  priority  projects  now  is  progress. 

(i)  Duo  Lap  (YU  906752).  The  airfield  has  a  T-17  membrane  surface 
that  SF  camp  persoinel  have  continued  to  maintain  a.nd  repair  in  a  coomend- 
able  manner.  The  atpfield  has  sustained  more  traffic  than  its  originally 
designed  capability.  Recent  engiineering  evaluation  reveals  that  repair 

to  isolated  portions  of  the  subgrads  .snd  base  couise  are  requires. 
Construction  is  scheduled  to  start  in  Oct  or  Nov  68,  ijnaediately  sfter 
the  present  monsoon 

(J)  Due  Xuyen  (AP  882478).  The  airfield  was  c.  seed  to  C7A  traffic 
in  Jul  68  due  to  uubgraas  failure  causing  numerous  ,  ;w  and  soft  spots  with 
subsequent  rupture  of  netting.  One  plat,  C  Co,  70th  Engr  Bn  (C),  closed 
on  site  with  airmobile  equipment  on  16  Jul  68.  Repair  of  subgrade  and 
replacement  of  surface  is  underway.  IJ)C  is  4  Aug  68. 

(k)  Pole!  Kleng  (ZA  031932).  Polei  Kleng  was  downgraded  to  Type  I, 

0“123,  on  6  Jul  68  by  the  I  FEORCEV  TAID  due  to  mortar  damage  of  KSAl  and 
damage  caused  by  a  Jettisoned  load  from  a  CH-V,7  on  the  west  end  of  the  runway. 
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M6A1  laatMug  on  ll.e  cast  end  of  the  atrip  had  many  ruptured  aeams.  These 
deficiencies  were  corrected  by  eleaente  of  the  70th  Engr  &i  (tlj,  ii-15 
Jul  68. 

(1)  English  AAr-  (BS  879.X)5).  Appioval  for  upgrading  with  an 
asphaltic  concrete  surface  has  beer,  received  from  USAi.V.  Conatructiou  hat 
been  assigned  to  the  19th  Engr  Bn  (Cj  Starling  date  is  0/A  5  Aug  68 
with  EIX:  31  Oct  68. 

(mj  Phu  Tuc  (BQ  504598).  This  facility  was  closed  to  MSAF  aircraft 
in  Jun  68  due  to  nultiple  rips  of  T-IV  membrane  surface  and  consequent 
subgrade  deterioration  caused  by  moisture.  The  20th  Sngr  Eh  (C)  arrived 
on  site  with  equipment  18  Jul  68  am  are  removing  the  T.17  and  repairing 
subgrade.  The  airstrip  will  be  resurfaced  with  DflST  or  eeai-coat. 

EDO  Is  15  Aug  68. 

(xij  flei  Djereng  (fA  859457;.  On  18  Jun  68  a  helicopter  crashed 
on  the  runway  damaging  approximately  26  KX-19  panels.  The  field  was  closed 
temporarily  while  elements  of  the  937th  Engr  Cp  repaired  damage.  Repair* 
were  completed  on  21  Jur.  68. 

(U)  Land  Clearing  Operations.  The  35th  Land  Clearing  Plat 
continued  in  direct  support  of  I  FFORCEV.  During  the  past  three  months 
8,637  acres  were  cleared.  These  at-eas  werec 

(a)  Ban  Me  Thuot.  Area  northwest  of  Eian  Me  Thuot  (City)  Airfield 
Vic  aQ  790055-  8.0050  -  803o45  -  800040  -  790050, 

(b)  'Tl  19E-  From  vie  BR  222521  to  vie  Suoi  Doi.  250  m  each  sida 
of  road. 

(c)  CjL  21.  From  Ban  Me  Thuot  to  Darlac  -  Khanh  Hoa  Province 
border..  100  m  each  side  of  road.  Cieaied  lo  m  wide,  2aO  m  long,  NS  fir* 
lanes  at  200  m  intervals  on  south  side  of  cleared  areas  along  QL  21  from 
BC-  32dl72  to  K  387163. 

(d)  QL  21.  Cleared  50  m  wide  strip  around  sides  and  back  of 
planUtions  located  at  K  150127  -  154129-  DC,  183127  -  191132  and 
K  193140  -  195148. 

(e)  Camp  ErarU  Access  roads  were  cleared. 

(f)  Area  vie  AQ  805  045  wa*  cleared. 

(g;  rleiWi  Logistical  Depot.  Area  vie  of  installation  was  cleared. 

(h)  On  15  Jul  all  land  clearing  operations  in  the  Highlands 
terminated  and  equipment  returned  to  vie  Pleiku  for  maintenance. 

(1)  On  26  Jul  one  section  and  a  half  closed  DAN  SINH  -  (X)CHIB£  AO 
for  operations  therein, 

(j)  On  30  Jul  one  section  and  a  half  closed  DAN  SINH  -  COCHISE 
AO  for  continued  operations  under  control  of  the  35th  fiagr  Gp. 

(5)  Route  Upgrading  In  II  CTZ. 

(a)  During  the  reporting  period  approximately  68,9  km  of  LDC  were 
paved  to  MACV  standard. 

(b)  Within  the  35th  Engr  Gp  AIR  the  following  route  upgrading 
tasks  were  achieved: 
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Route  TB:  Elamonta  of  the  5?7th  Engr  (Conet)  upgraded  116 
Ion  of  road  west  from  Tuy  Hoa  In  May  and  Jun  66  to  clasa  16  limited  all 

weather. 

2.  QL-11  (rleiku-Dak  To):  Elements  of  20th  Engr  Bn  (C)  ,  70th  Engr 

Bn  (C)  and  299th  Engr  Bn  (C)  upgraded  this  82  km  portion  of  QHl  ty 
placing  and  patching  maradam  between  llelln-  and  Kontua,  laying  a  single 
lane  asphalt  pavement  for  7  km  south  from  Dak  To  and  constructing  a 
2^*  road  mix  surface  for  the  remaining  32  km  south  of  Kontum.  This  phaee 
of  construction  was  completed  during  the  first  week  of  Jul  68. 

2,.  QIi-19W:  The  20th  Engr  Bn  (C)  placed  a  35  km  DBST  class  31 
surface  on  this  road  from  the  PJ  of  •IL-Li,  to  Edap  Enang.  The  remaining 
13  km  to  Due  Co  have  been  shaped,  compacted  and  drained  to  achieve  a 
class  31  limited  all  weather  road. 

4-  il-HB!  The  20th  Engr  Bn  (C)  is  continuing  road  work  to  attain 
class  31  limited  all  weather  road.  No  definite  EDC  at  this  time. 

QL-21;  This  119  km  stretch  of  road  between  Ninh  hoa  and  Ban  Me 
Thuot  recieves  periodic  expedient  road  repair  on  an  as  needed  basis  in 
order  to  allow  convoys  to  pass  every  six  weels.  Upon  initiation  of  tac¬ 
tical  operations  by  elanents  of  4th  Div  in  ban  Me  Thuot,  D  Co,  70th  Engr 
Bn  (C)  and  elements  of  864th  Engr  Bn  (Const)  were  cosiail  ted  to  maintain 
and  repair  this  route  to  Class  31  all  weather. 

(6)  Kiscellaneous  Projects, 

^a)  Phu  Yen  Aquaduct,  During  the  period  repairs  were  completed  on 
the  aquaduct  vie  C<3  007355.  The  577th  Engr  Bn  (Const)  assisted  irriga¬ 
tion  personnel  in  raoairing  the  aquaduct  by  providing  blast  rock,  equip¬ 
ment  and  technical  assistance, 

(b)  Heavy  Artillery  Fire  Bases,  Construction  of  heavy  artillary  fixe- 
bases  commenced  i.n  Apr  68  by  units  of  the  937th  Engr  Gp.  rercentages  of 
completion  as  of  31  Jul  66  follov.s; 

Dak  Tc:  76J 

Oasis:  985f 

LZ  Mary  loui  95? 

Ban  Ko  Thuot:  96? 

Soui  Doii  Completed  Jul  68. 

Flei  DJereng:  Completed  29  Apr  68. 

(o)  Defense  of  Vung  Ro  Bay.  The  35th  Engr  Gp  vConst)  committed  an 
Engr  Co  (-;  to  upgrading  the  passive  defensive  postuie  of  this  critical 
installation.  Land  clearing  out  to  fifty  meters  beyond  the  perimeter  and 
construction  of  personnel  and  command  bunkers  were  completed  by  31  Jul  68. 

(d)  Kontum  FAC  Facilities,  The  299th  Engr  fti  (C)  is  progressing  well. 
Project  is  96?  complete  with  using  unit  accepting  beneficial  occupance  as 
facilities  become  available. 

(e)  Ben  He  Thuot  East  FSA>  A  tactical  operation  involving  ons  brigade 
of  the  4th  Inf  Div  commenced  on  19  July  1968  In  the  vicinity  of  Ban  Me 
Thuot,  ArtiJiery  positions,  ASP,  a  TOC  and  internal  road  net  are  under  con¬ 
struction  by  C  Co,  70th  Engr  Bn  (C).  Construction  requirements  Include  19 
helicopter  revetments.  The  TOC  has  been  completed.  HX:  for  the  ASP  is 
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7  Aug  66.  The  HX;  for  the  by~pa8S  roed,  oonoeci-ing  the  internel  road  net 
with  the  perimeter  road,  is  5  Aug  68.  fcDC  for  reTetacnte  ie  3  Aug  68. 

(f)  Dak  To  (ZB  OUZ^A).  Early  In  May  68  the  299th  Kngr  Bn  (C) 
Initiated  repair  of  the  FSA  at  Dak  To  which  included  la'jrior  repairs  to  the 
POL  area  and  improvement  of  the  acceas  road  to  the  Class  1  storage  area. 
Scope  Includes  Improving  drainage  and  raising  and  shaping  the  existing 
road.  The  battalion  continues  to  maintain  and  perform  minor  repairs, 

as  needed,  on  the  airfield.  Work  was  accelerated  during  Jul  68,  as  addi¬ 
tional  equipment  became  available  from  the  ccmpletion  of  upgrading  Ql^lA. 
between  Tar.  Canh  and  Kontum. 

(g)  Ben  Het  Special  Forces  Camp  (YB  872252);  Upon  request  of  CO,  B  Co, 
5th  SFGA,  elements  of  299th  Bngr  Bi  (C)  moved  to  the  site  with  equipment 

on  8  Jul  68  to  assist  SF  persoruiel  in  constructing  limited  all  weather 
roads  between  the  three  main  hills  of  the  camp  complex,  improving  drain¬ 
age  within  the  main  camp  and  construe,  ir.g  concrete  mortar  pads  and  an 
juimninition  storage  area.  The  engineers  are  providing  equipment  and  tech¬ 
nical  assistance  while  SF  camp  persornel  were  tasked  to  provide  manual 
labor.  EDC  for  project  is  8  Aug  68. 

(h)  Pay  Ops  Radio  Station  Bunker  (Pleiku)s  Due  to  several  enemy 
attacks  or.  the  Pay  Ops  Radio  Station  it  became  necessary  to  consuruct 
special  bunkers  for  protection  of  radio  vans.  Elements  of  70th  Engr  Ba 
(C;  started  construction  on  9  Jul  63.  EDC  is  15  Aug  68,  thox^gh  some  delay 
may  be  experienced  as  the  monsoon  rains  increase  in  intensity. 

j.  (C)  Information  Office. 

(1)  Representative  of  the  Information  Office  provided  publicity  cover¬ 
age  for  numerous  awards  and  promotion  ceremonies  as  well  as  for  special 
events  during  this  period,  including! 

(a)  Dedication  ceremony  for  the  opening  of  the  Nla  Trang  Installation 
Defense  Center  (IDC),  3  Jun  68. 

(b)  Farewell  ceremony  for  ttJ  Choe  Dae  tfyung,  CC,  ROKFV-FC,  25  Jun  68, 

(c)  Farewell  visit  to  I  FTORCEV  of  General  Willian  C.  Westmoreland, 
CQMUSHACV,  7  Jun  68. 

(d)  Promotion  of  MG  William  B.  Peers  to  the  rank  of  LTG  by  General 
Creighton  W.  Abrams,  COHUSHACV,  27  Jun  68.  (See  Inclosure  18) 

(2)  Photographic  coverage  was  provided  for  numerous  distinguished 
visitors,  including: 

(a)  Admiral  U.S.  Grant  Sharpe,  ClRCFtC,  18  Hay  66. 

(b)  General  Dwight  E.  B«ch.  COKUSA.VAC,  4  Jul  68. 

(c)  LTD  Frank  T.  Mildren,  Dep  CG,  USAEV,  U  Jul  68. 

(d)  MG  Bak  Hyeun  Sik,  CG,  9th  ROE  Div,  15  Jul  68. 

(e)  The  Honorable  Stanley  R.  Resor,  Secretary  of  the  Aray,  30  Jul  68. 

(3)  The  following  media  representatives  were  granted  an  interview  with 
the  CG  and/or  a  G2/G3  briefing  during  the  period  covered  ty  the  report: 

(a)  Hr,  Kevin  Buckley,  Newsweek  Hagasins,  16  Jun  66. 
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(b)  Kr.  Peter  Arnett,  tf.  21  Jun  68. 

(.:)  Ki'.  Dick  OUver,  UPI,  26  Jun  68. 

(d)  Mr,  Bern  Price,  U.S.  Nsvs  and  World  Report,  Z9,  30  Jun  68. 

(e)  Mr.  Bill  Beecher,  .eilitary  Analyst.  V.'ashington  Bureau,  New  york 
Times,  24,  25  Jul  68. 

(4)  Command  Information  Initial  Orientation  Briefings  for  personnel 
newly  assigned  to  I  M'ORCEV  were  conducted  twice  monthly. 

(5)  On  29  May  LTC  Paul  A.-  Teehan  reported  for  duty  with  I  PFOKCbV  and 
assumed  the  duties  of  Information  Officer,  replacing  LTC  William  J.  McNally  Jr. 
who  departed  for  CONUS  on  31  May.  Major  Douglas  R.  Harris  arrived  on  5  July, 
replacing  Major  Edward  L,  Fitzpatrick,  assistant  10,  who  departed  for  CONUS 

or.  4  July.  CFT  Paul  F.  Amedick.  assistant  10,  departed  for  CONUS  on  20  July. 

(6)  The  5th  Public  Information  Detachment  (PID)  under  the  supervision 
of  the  10,  I  FFORCCT,  published  and  dietributed  its  "Homing  News"  on  a 
caily  basis,  and  published  the  May,  June  and  July  issues  of  the  I  FFORCtV 
magaiine,  "Typhotn".  Also  during  this  period  the  5th  PID  inaugurated  the 
publication  of  the  "Wi-ap  Up",  a  bi-weekly  summation  of  news  in  the  II 
CIZ,  and  the  "Feature  Pago",  a  I5  minute  weekly  radio  program.  ChT  Jamea 
L.  Turner,  assistant  10,  departed  for  CONUS  on  21  July.  CPT  Randolph 
Brock  and  ILT  John  F.  Gray  joined  the  unit  on  30  and  31  July  respectively. 

CPT  Brook  assumed  the  duties  of  assistant  10,  and  ILT  Gray  was  assigned 
as  Radio/r/  officer. 

(7)  The  nth  PID  continued  to  provide  transportation,  escort,  billets 
and  other  aid  to  correspondents  and  visiting  information  personnel, 
handling  638  personnel  during  the  period  covered.  The  Qui  Nhon  Press 
Camp  was  closed  on  26  July  due  to  insufficient  usage  by  correspondents. 

Post,  Camp  and  Station  property  in  excess  of  needs  was  turned  in,  and 
other  property,  purchased  with  clut/mess  funos,  was  transferred  to  ttie 
press  camps  at  Pleiku  and  Nha  Trang.  Arrangements  were  aade  with  the  Qui 
Nhon  Sub  Area  Command  to  accomodate  news  media  representatives  who  are 
visiting  that  area. 

k .  ( U )  Inspector  General _A ctivitlea s 

(1)  A  total  of  40  complaints  and  22  request*  for  assistance  were 
received  during  the  period.  Of  the  40  complaints,  18  were  considered  to 
be  justified  and  22  were  unjustified.  There  was  no  indication  of  condi¬ 
tions  which  were  detrimental  to  the  efficiency  or  reputation  of  the  ccanaand. 

(2)  1  FFORCEV  Regulation  20-1,  Command  Inspections  was  revised  on  19 
July  68  to  broaden  the  scope  of  inspections  and  to  establish  a  report  format 
more  nearly  consistent  with  AR  20-1, 

(3)  I  FFORCEV  Regulation  20-2,  Complaints  was  published  on  18  June 
68  to  formalize  the  appointment  of  acting  inspectors  general  and  to 
establish  cooimand  .oolicj-  in  the  handling  of  complairta. 

(4)  Commnd  inspections  of  the  following  units  were  conducted  on 
dates  indicated;  all  were  rated  satisfactory » 


Ujjit, 

Date 

Ho  Co,  1  FFORCEV 

3  May 

68 

297th  Trans  Co 

10  May 

68 

Ist  Bn  92d  Arty 

13  May 

68 
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7th  Bn  15th  Arty 

27 

May 

68 

5th  Bn  22d  Arty 

10 

Jun 

68 

3d  Eh  6th  Arty 

1 

Jul 

68 

Nlnh  Thuan  Province 

6-7 

Jul 

66 

6th  Bn  14th  Arty 

15 

Jul 

68 

Binh  Thuan  Province 

20-21 

Jul 

66 

6th  Bn  84th  Arty 

29 

Jul 

68 

(5)  The  inspection  of  province  advisory  teams  in  Kinh  Thuan  and  Binh 
Thuan  noted  above  was  the  beginning  of  a  new  program  aesigned  to  permit 
CORDS/I  FFORCEV  greater  influence  on  the  advisory  effort  within  the  U  CTZ. 

(6)  The  USARV  Annual  General  Inspection  of  the  headqua.  "t era  was  con¬ 
ducted  during  the  period  27-30  May  66.  The  inspection  was  satisfactory 
and  the  final  report  of  corrective  action  was  indorsed  back  to  USARV  on 
16  Jul  66. 

1,  (U)  Staff  Judge  Advocate  Activltiese 

(1)  In  the  field  of  military  justice,  one  general  court-aartial  case 
was  tried  during  the  quarter.  Subordinate  units  under  the  general  oouit— 
martial  jurisdiction  of  CC,  1  FFORCEAT,  held  68  trials  by  special  court- 
martial  and  43  trials  by  summary  court-martial.  Pursuant  to  the  author¬ 
ity  of  paragraph  94,  MCM,  1951,  and  Article  65  (o),  UCMJ,  the  records  of 
special  and  summary  courts-martial  were  reviewed  in  the  Office  of  the 
Staff  Judge  Advocate  for  legal  sufficiency., 

(2)  During  the  quarter  910  persons  were  punished  under  the  provisions 
of  Article  15, 

(3)  US  personnel  presented  *0  claims  against  the  government  for  lose 
or  damage  to  personal  property.  Ajudication  of  18  of  these  claims  wae 
made  by  the  Staff  Judge  Advocate,  I  FFORCEV,  and  a  total  of  $5,588.05 
was  paid  to  claimants. 

4.  During  the  quarter  legal  assistance  was  given  to  740  personnel. 

2.  SECTION  U  -  LESSONS  LEAJUGD:  COMMANDER'S  OBSERVATIONS,  EVALUATIONS 
AND  RECOMMENDATIONS:  The  majority  of  leesons  learned  by  HQ  I  FFORCEV 
during  the  quarter  were  eubnltted  monthly  by  staff  sections  to  a  Tactical 
Analysis  Board  which,  after  evaluation,  developed  them  Into  lessons 
learned  directed  specifically  to  units  in  the  U  CTZ.  These  lessons 
learned  along  tdth  ones  sutmitted  by  units  are  published  monthly  as 
"Tactical  Notes"  (Incl  5,  6  ai.d  7)  and  are  widely  disseminated  throughout 
II  CTZ.  The  majority  of  these  lessons  learned,  although  oriented  toward 
operations  in  the  II  CTZ,  would  be  applicable  to  operations  throughout 
Vietnam.  For  additional  information  concerning  "Tactical  Notes"  see 
paragraph  lct3)(h)  page  25  of  Section  I. 

a.  (U)  PERSONNEL; 

(1)  Religious  Coverage. 

(a)  OBSEE.VATION ;  On  occasions  chaplains  have  not  bean  used  to  pro¬ 
vide  maximuin  religious  coverage, 
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(b)  EVAUJATION;  Some  comnianderB  appear  to  be  unaware  of  tbo  US  Amy 
policy  of  area  coverage  for  religious  activities.  In  some  cases  coniD*n- 
ders  direct  that  all  of  their  units,  regardless  of  location,  be  served 

by  the  unit  chaplain,  even,  though  the  chaplain  from  another  unit  may  be 
able  to  provide  bette'-  service  due  to  location.  The  majority  of  US  Army 
service  tfchools  make  little  or  no  mention  of  area  religious  coverage  in 
their  instruction. 

(c)  RSCOMMLNDATION:  That  the  program  of  instruction  in  service 
schools  include  instruction  on  the  use  of  area  coverage  for  religious 
activities. 

b.  (C)  QPJATIONS; 

(1)  PSiOP  Suppxirt  Unit  (P3U)! 

(a)  OBSERVATION;  OPERATION  BANJO  rjOlCE  conducted  by  TF  3d  Pn,  506th 
Inf  during  the  period  8-18  June  was  supported  by  a  complete  PSIOP  capability 
consisting  of  the  following  elements; 

1.  PS  TOP  Stafl'  Element!  One  Officer,  MOS  9305;  one  artist,  MOS 
81E;  one  intelligence  analyst,  MOS  96E;  one  AEVK  interpreter, 

2.  PSTOP  Field  Teams  HE  (Audio  Visual  Team)  One  Officer,  MOS  9305: 
one  NCO,  MOS  761;  one  Interpreter,  MOS  VIR, 

2,.  FSYOP  Field  Team;  HE  (Loudspeaker  Team)8  One  NCX),  MOS  96B;  one 
ARVi;  interpreter. 

4.  Regional  Armed  Propaganda  Platoons  Furnished  by  the  GVK  Ministry 
of  Chtlu  Hoi  and  consisted  of  20  Armed  Propaganda  Cadre. 

(b)  EVALUATIONS  The  FSU  concept  provides  a  complete  PSIOP  capabi¬ 
lity  to  maneuver  elements  which  are  smaller  than  a  brigade.  Such  units 
nomally  do  not  have  sufficient  PSYOP  staff  or  field  assets  withjji  their 
own  resources.  The  PSD  employed  in  BANJO  hOICE  conducted  two  successful 
"show  the  flag*  operations  in  remote  villages  during  the  operation, 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION:  That  the  PSU  concept  be  considered  when  plan¬ 
ning  for  task  force  operations  smaller  than  brigade  size. 

(2)  Target  Processing, 

(a)  OBSERVATION;  An  efficient  means  of  processing  targeting  informa¬ 
tion  is  a  very  effective  and  valuable  aid  to  the  connander  and  staff  in 
plarjiing  and  conducting  operations  and  selecting  special  targets. 

(b)  EVALUATION;  The  vast  amount  of  information  available  to  an 
artillery  comnand  is  of  little  value  unless  an  efficient  means  fl>r  pro¬ 
cessing  and  storing  is  utilized.  Incoming  targeting  information  should 
be  plotted  on  a  1850000  map  and  then  posted  on  inch  index  cards  with 
coordiiv.  cs  and  nature  of  target.  Also,  include  on  the  card  the  date 

of  the  sightings,  method  of  target  determination,  and  accu;acy  of  the 
information  if  obtained  from  an  intelligence  report.  Cares  are  filed 
by  grid  zone  aesignation  and  target  type.  The  target  analyst  can  check 
the  targeting  map  inths  area  of  a  pending  operation  and  obtain  the  exact 
locations  and  targets  typos  from  the  card  file. 

(c)  REOOMMHiDATlON:  That  this  means  of  processing  and  storing  tar¬ 
geting  information  be  considered  by  all  FSCE. 

(3)  EdaP  Enane  Hontagnard  Resettlement  Center. 
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SL'BJLJT:  Operations!  Keport  of  Headquarters  I  FFORCBV  for  Quarter 
Ending  31  Jub’  RCS  CSFX3R-65  (Rl)  (l) 

(a)  OBSiltVATION:  The  Edap  Enang  Resettlement  Center  in  Ploiku  Pro¬ 
vince  was  created  to  care  for  the  reiocstlon  of  a  large  Montagnard  refugee 
population.  These  Jarai  people  lived  In  isolated  parts  of  Ploiku  Province 
where  they  wore  easily  exploited  by  VC/NVA  units  and  could  not  be  protected 
by  OVN  or  US  forces.  Dwellings  ware  erected  by  Vietnamese  for  the  refugees 
but  the  people  could  not  seem  to  relate  existence  in  this  artificial  set¬ 
ting  to  the  life  they  had  known  in  tlieir  hamlets.  They  departed  Edap  Enarig 
in  large  groups,  only  to  be  returned  by  force  in  some  cases.  Over  a 
period  of  months  significant  coirmitments  were  made  to  the  program  such  as 
better  roads,  increased  security,  and  ethnic  leadership.  Through  long 
months  of  difficulties  and  frustrating  work  tne  Kdap  Enang  Resettlement 
Center  is  beginning  to  show  definite  signs  of  success.  The  refugess  have 
planted  crops  on  the  land  provided,  the  center's  administration  has  won 
the  support  and  trust  of  the  inhabitants  ano  people  are  returning  to  the 
camp  on  their  own. 

(b)  EVALUATlCKi  Thorough  planning  must  be  completed  prior  to  the 
start  of  any  refugee  resettlement  p>roJect.  Large  undertakings  in  refugee 
resettlement  require  a  significant  amount  of  time  and  effort  before  success 
if  realized. 

(c)  KECOMMHWDAl'iON!  That  thorough  planning  be  completed  prior  to 
refugee  resettlement  and  all  persona  associated  with  the  project  must  be 
made  to  realize  that  long  periods  of  frustration  will  be  experienced 
before  success  oecomes  apparent. 

c.  (U)  TRAINIiiG;  None. 

d.  (U)  .NTELLIGEIICE?  None 

e.  (C)  LOGISTICS^ 

(1)  Maintenance  Support. 

(a)  OJ^ERVATIOli:  In  order  to  accomplish  the  1  FFORCEV  mission  it 
has  been  necessary  te  dbrJde  units  below  that  which  their  organic  mainten¬ 
ance  is  designed  to  support.  In  such  cases,  it  becomes  difficult  to 
adequately  provide  a  unit  slice  of  organizational  maintenance  and  especial¬ 
ly  direct  support  maintenance.  Utilization  of  1st  Logistical  Command 
units  to  fill  the  gaps  is  not  always  the  most  effective  method  of  provi¬ 
ding  support.  These  units  are  overloaded  with  their  normal  support 
responsibilities  and  to  require  tnem  to  provide  personnel  for  niainter.ance 
sunnort  further  reduces  their  efficiency.  In  addition,  many  of  the  main¬ 
tenance  units  must  go  throu^  a  relearning  process  to  support  an  unfamiliar 
pelce  of  equipment  only  to  nave  it  removed  from  their  area  as  they  begin 

to  achieve  proficiency  on  that  end  item. 

(b)  EVALUAiiON:  A  better  solution  would  appear  to  be  the  expansion 
of  the  organic  organizational  and  direct  support  maintenance  units.  JQiis 
would  provide  sufficient  .organic  maintenance  to  allow  an  adequate  support 
s.lioa  to  accompany  a  unit  operating  away  from  its  parent  unit.  The  organic 
personnel  will  be  familiar  with  the  equipment  they  are  supporting,  thus 
eliminating  the  retralniJig  process  to  meet  a  temporary  support  requireonent , 
In  addition,  when  units  are  intact  the  additional  personnel  can  be  used 

to  better  support  assigned  equlpiwnt  and  thereby  reduce  backup  requiramantt 
from  the  let  Logistical  Command, 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION!  That  the  appropriate  agency  study  the  present 
organic  maintenance  organizations  of  the  taotical  units  primarily  anncr 
and  artillery. 
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AVFA-GC-^T  15  August  1968 

SUBJECT!  OperAtiondl  Report  of  H^adquArter#  I  FFOIlCi^  for  Quarte:-lj 
Period  Ending  31  July  1568  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Bl)  (U) 

f.  (U)  GRGANlZmON:  Rone. 

g,  (U)  OmKs  None. 

FOR  THE  GOMMAKDSR! 


*18  incls 

as 


DISTKlKTIOil; 

2  -  DA,  ACSFOR 
2  -  CIR'CUSARPAC 
5  -  CG.  USAKV 
2  -  CG,  IIFFC-RCEV 

ATTN;  AVrBC  hE-K 
1  -  CG,  4th  Inf  Div 
1  -  CG,  173d  Abn  Bee 
1  -  CG,  ■  FFORCEV  Arty 
1  -  CO.  TF  South  tProv.; 

1  -  CO,  3d  Bn  506th  Abn  Inf 
1  -  DSA,  11  corp? 

1  ..  AColS,  G1 
1  -  ACofS,  G2 
4  -  ACofS.  G3 
1  •  ACofS..  G4 

1  -  US  Army  V/ar  College,  ATiNf  Library  Q-2i49 

1  -  Co.mdt,  USA  CSiGSC  Ft  Leavenworth 

2  -  13th  Kil  Hist  Det 
1  -  COFXiS 

1  -  Ci'DT,,  LiSAlS,  Ft  benning,  Ga,  31905 


’■Ir.clf  2,  fi  thru  LH  w/d  HQ,  DA 


C  hm.2  G,  KALERGIS 
^^flrigadier  General,  USA 
Chief  of  Staff 
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‘^'H"C-DST  (15  AUi’  1968)  Ist  Ind  (C)  IIAJ  KUngir.an/aja/LB.'i  y,33 

Ul.'JjlCTi  Coerational  Koport  of  Headquarters  I  FFOHCeTv  for  Quarterly 
Period  Rnding  31  July  1968  l-.CS  CSFOK-65  (F-l)  (f) 

■1:110-; CA  T.:' .3,  I'firdD  states  YIETIAI-',  AFO  San  Francisco  96375  81  6L;[  1968 

TC:  Commander  in  Chief,  United  States  Amy,  Pacific,  ATT!!;  SFOP-LT, 

APO  96558 

Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Ajiry,  Vj'ashiai^ton,  D.  C.  20310 

1.  (U)  This  I.eadquarters  has  re-vie-wed  the  Operational  heport-Lessons 
Learned  for  the  quarterly  period  ending  31  July  1968  from.  Headquarters, 

I  FMeld  Force  Vietnam. 

2,  (C)  Cortrents  follow: 

a,  r.eference  item  concerniaC  PSYCP  support  unit  (P3U),  page  61, 
paragraph  2b(l);  Concur.  Similar  urdts  are  in  existance  on  a  semi¬ 
permanent  basis  in  I,  III,  ana  TJ  CTZ, 

b,  '.eference  item  concerning  target  processing,  page  61,  paragraph 
2b(2):  Concur.  Tar  ret  lists,  logs  of  targets  by  area  of  operation,  and 
pictomap  displays  are  all  acceptable  devices  which  can  be  used  depending  upon 
the  de.-iires  of  the  comjr.arrier. 

c,  '.eference  item  concerning  maintenance  support,  page  62,  paragraph 
2e(l);  This  headquarters  will  take  action  to  deteixiine  the  maintenance 
support  reo'jj  ren-icnts  of  I  Field  Force  Vietnani. 


FCP.  TVS  CCMIAMJE!'.: 


Cy  furn: 
h-Q  I  FFV 


W.C  ARNIZ 
CPI  ACC 

AMitUnt  Adjutant 
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GPOP-DT  (15  Aug  68)  2d  Ind  (U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  HQ,  I  FFORCEV  for  Period  Ending 
31  July  1968,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl) 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Francisco  96558  ■  \j  i/EC  ism 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

This  headquarters  has  evaluated  subject  report  and  forwarding  indorse¬ 
ment  and  concurs  in  the  report  as  indorsed, 

FOR  THE  COMMAIDER  IN  CHIEF: 


C.  1.  SHORTT 
CPT,  AGC 
Atst  AG 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

DSPJSRTKEilT  OF  THE 
.SABQUARTERS  I  FIELD  FORCE  VIErilAI'l 
AFO  San  Francisco  9^55^' 

AVFA-CG  51  1968 

TACTICAL  NOTES 
NUMBER  1 


These  notes  are  printed  for  the  purpose  of  informing  commanders  on  matters 
of  tactical  importance. 


COJTKNTS 


Paragraph  Page 

1.  HiTELLIGEI.'CE  1 

a.  Rapid  Reporting  1 

t,  Cora  mini  cat  ions  Security  2 

2.  OPERjlTIONS  2 

a.  Reporting  2 

bo  Exploitation  of  Personnel  Detector  Missions  2 

Co  Use  of  S-8  Tactical  C3  Launcher  3 

do  Mine  Warfare  3 

e.  Prorer  Utilizaticji  of  Fire  Support  5 

f.  RF/PF  Reinforcement  4 

g.  Combined  Campaign  Flan  4 

h.  Sushmaster  Program  4 

5.  LOGISTICS  5 


1.  (c)  Intelligence; 

a.  Rapid  Reporting  of  Ihtelligence/lnformation ;  Accuracy  and  time¬ 
liness  in  reporting  and  disseminating  intclligence/information  is  vital  to 
the  planning  and  execution  of  combat  operations.  This  is  especially  true 
if  we  are  to  maintain  pressure  on  the  enemy  throughout  the  II  CTZ.  It  is 
of  the  utmost  importance  that  every  item  of  significant  information  obtain¬ 
ed  on  enemy  actions/acoivities  be  forvaraed  as  rapidly  as  possible  so  that 
proper  action  may  be  taken.  While  initial  reports  have,  for  the  most  part 
been  promptly'  forwai’ced,  followup  or  supplemental  reports  have  been  lack¬ 
ing  or  have  been  incomplete.  Frequently  it  has  been  necessary  to  contact 
reporting  units  for  supplementary  information.  This  has  been  especially 
true  of  isolated  small  unit  contacts  and  reports  of  captured  FWs  and  docu¬ 
ments.  In  several  instances,  attacks  on  small  friendly  units  have  not 
been  reported  until  48  to  72  hours  following  the  incident  and  some  reports 
have  failed  to  identify  and/or  cite  the  location  of  the  friendly  element (s) 
involved.  Commanders  are  urged  to  insure  that  all  significant  information 
obtained  on  enemy  actions  is  reported  as  rapidly  and  thoroughly  as  possible. 
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Conmunicatiopfl  Security;  Some  telephone  users  share  the  mis- 
takem  belief  that  a  telephone  is  secxxre  because  personal  contact  is 
established  directly  between  the  sender  and  the  recipient.  This  is 
obviously  not  true.  In  many  telephone  circuits  within  tiiis  command 
radio  links  are  used  between  the  wire  circuits  at  each  end  of  'che  tele¬ 
phone  link,  As  a  result  of  this  radio  link  the  telephoxw  is  highly  sus¬ 
ceptible  to  exploitation  by  enemy  forces.  In  addition  telephones  within 
RVN  pass  throvigh  many  switchboards  employins  \mcleared  indigenous  per¬ 
sonnel  as  switchboard  operators  who  can  easily  overhear  any  conversations 
conducted.  There  have  also  been  indications  that  VC/NVA  forces  employ 
wire  tapping  in  addition  to  their  excellent  radio  intercept  program  in 
order  to  gain  exploitable  information  from  I3S  forces.  Commanders  must 
indoctrinate  all  personnel  on  the  vulnerability  of  telephone  conversa¬ 
tions  to  interception  and  exploitation. 

2.  (C)  Operati  one ; 

a.  Reporting »  Timely  and  accurate  reporting  is  fundamental  to  the 
successful  conduct  of  nilitaiy  operations  for  it  is  upon  these  reports 
that  the  commander  bases  his  decisions.  This  is  true  for  tha  platoon 
leader  as  well  as  the  Commander  in  Chief.  If  our  TOC  reporting  system 
breaks  down  at  any  point  between  these  levels  of  command  we  are  denying 
him  the  complete  picture  of  the  tactical  situation.  The  following  re¬ 
ports  are  two  of  the  most  important  in  providing  up-to-date  infonnation 
on  the  tactical  situation, 

(1)  Situation  Reports ;  These  reports  must  arrive  at  this  headquar¬ 
ters  NLT.  0500  hours  daily  and  reflect  the  complete  picture  of  the  unit's 
activity.  Specific  areas  to  be  improved  are  the  reports  of  the  disposi¬ 
tion  of  friendly  wounded  and  the  accuracy  of  enemy  kill  figrures.  Reports 
of  friendly  wounded  must  be  annotated  to  reflect  the  number  who  required 
KEDEVAC.  Ehemy  killed  must  be  reported  in  the  statistical  portica  of  the 
report  only  if  verified  actual  body  count  by  tJS  personnel.  Where  poesi- 
blcj  the  report  should  indicate  the  number  killed  by  tactical  air,  artil¬ 
lery,  gunships,  naval  guns  hips  and  ground  fire, 

(2)  Spot  Reports;  Description  of  contacts  will  contain  all  detedls 
available  to  include  support  means  employed,  e.g, ,  tactical  air  and  artil- 
leiy.  If  complete  details  of  an  action  are  unknown,  followup  and  correc¬ 
tive  reports  should  be  submitted  as  additional  information  is  obtained, 

b.  ikuloitation  of  Personnel 'Detect  or  Missions  ;  Personnel  detectors 
can  be  s^ranely  valuable  reconnaissance  means  for  all  units.  The  Air¬ 
borne  Personnel  Detector  (APD)  and  the  Manpack  Personnel  Detector  (mPD) 
provide  an  instant  readout  of  probable  eneny  locations.  The  advantage  of 
the  personnel  detector  lies  in  this  instant  readout  capability  but  this 
advantage  must  be  fully  exploited.  Early  morning  "Red  Haze"  followed  by 
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a  sniffer  mission  should  provide  reliable  information  concerning  the  location 
of  enemy  troops  and  the  dimensions  of  the  areas  occupied.  Long  Range 
ReoonnalBsance  Patrols  can  be  inserted  in  the  area  of  the  "Sniffer"  readings 
Or  observed  artillery  and  air  strikes  can  be  called  for  destruction  of  the 
enemy  in-place,  Tiie  key  is  rapid  reaction  to  personnel  detector  readings, 

A  "Sniffer"  mission  with  the  sensor  aircraft  flying  at  trcetop  level 
accompanied  by  two  gonships  and  a  chase  ship  is  probably  well  known  to  VC/nVA 
troops  and  must  be  rapidly  exploited  to  maintain  the  element  of  surprise.  A 
delaj'  of  one  day  gives  the  ever-moving  enemy  a  chance  to  react  to  his  detec¬ 
tion  and  possibly  even  to  set  up  ambushes. 

c.  Use  of  E-8  Tactical  CS  Launcheri  The  E-8  tactical  C3  laU’-LCher  coriSists 
of  sixteen  tubes,  each  containing  four  CS  cartridges.  The  E-B  c  n  be  fired 
manually  or  electrically.  It  produces  an  incapacitating  concentration  of  CS 
over  an  area  of  from  75  meters  X  40  meters  to  250  meters  X  40  meters  at 
ranges  up  to  I50  meters  depending  on  the  elevation  of  the  laxmcher.  A  dense 
cloud  of  CS  will  cover  the  target  area  in  approximately  10  seccnds.  The 

E-8  can  be  used  either  as  an  offensive  or  defensive  weapon.  As  an  offensive 
Weapon,  it  is  beet  xitilized  against  eneny  fortified  positions  or  villages 
from  which  fire  is  being  received.  As  a  defensive  weapon,  it  is  best  utilized 
as 'an  emplaced  munition  around  perimeters  or  mounted  on  convoy  vehicles. 

Tlvs  rapid  employment  of  CS  in  this  manner  against  an  attacking  or  ambush 
force  will  permit  friendly  forces  to  gain  the  element  of  surprise  and  take  the 
offensive, 

d.  Mine  Warfare;  The  oontinuatioi  of  accidents  Involving  friendly 
personnel  in  old  minefields  and  an  upturn  in  the  number  of  US  mines  being 
emplcij-ed  by  the  enemy  is  a  matter  of  serious  concern.  A  revised  mine  war¬ 
fare  policy  is  being  published  as  a  portion  of  the  1  FPCRCEV  SOP.  All 
commanders  must  thoroughly  review  and  comply  with  the  letter  and  the  spirit 
of  this  SOPo  It  is  imperative  that  we  do  not  allow  the  eneiiy  access  to  our 
mineSj  and  that  we  disseminate  broadly  the  location  of  known  fields.  The 
abandonment  of  a  minefield  to  the  enemy  is  a  defeat  in  itself  since  he  will 
surely  employ  the  nines  against  \is  at  a  later  time, 

e.  Proper  Utilization  of  Lire  Support:  The  importance  of  continuous 
fire  support  for  troops  in  contact  cannot  be  oversniphaBized,  It  has  been 
noted  that  upon  occasion  fire  support  has  been  denied  because  artilleiy  was 
check-fired  while  awaiting  the  arrival  of  airstrikes  or  gunshlpe.  In  meet 
cases  it  is  not  necessary  to  check  artilleiy'  fire  until  immediately  before 
the  aircraft  begin  their  pass.  Close  coordinaticn  and  a  workable  system 

of  signals  between  the  FAC  and  other  fire  support  elements  can  eliminate 
unnecessary  periods  of  denying  maneuver  units  fire  support.  Pires  can  be 
shifted  to  other  targets  just  prior  to  the  airstrlke.  l&iowledge  of  the  gun- 
target  line  and  of  the  location  and  time  of  the  last  roxande  in  the  primaiy 
target  area  can  facilitate  safety  and  timeliness.  This  close  coordination 
will  enable  air,  mortar  and  artillery  to  attack  targets  in  the  same  general 
area  simultaneously.  Additionally,  concentrated  artillery  fires  just  prior 
to  airstrikes  can  neutralize  the  effectivenees  of  anti-aircraft  weapons  by 
denying  them  the  chance  to  position  themselves  for  effeotive  fire  or  by 

CONFIDENTIAL 

7V 


avpa-gc 

tactical  notes  #  1 


confidential 


51  May  1968 


forcing  the  orewe  to  take  cover.  These  comments  apply  to  gunehip  support 
as  well.  Close  liaison  between  the  ground  comiiiander  and  the  gunship 
canmander  is  essential.  Proper  coordination  of  all  elements  has  proven 
most  effective  on  the  battlefield  and  has  shown  that  there  is  seldom  ce’jse 
for  a  complete  shutdown  of  any  one  means  of  fire  support.  Emphasis  on  a 
more  thoro\jgh  understanding  of  the  capabilities  and  limitations  of  all  fire 
support  means  will  develop  the  confidence  of  the  users.  Commariders  at  all 
echelons  art;  urged  to  give  their  personal  attention  to  the  continuous  utili¬ 
sation  of  fire  support  on  the  battlefield  and  to  develop  increased  expertise 
in  obtaining  the  r.axiraum  benefits  from  all  air,  mortar  gunship  and  artillery 
support. 


f.  RF/p?  Reinforcement ;  During  the  past  thirty  days  this  headquarters 
has  continued  to  emphasize  the  need  to  seize  the  initiative,  taking  advanta<'re 
of  the  weakened  VC/nVA  posture.  In  a  recent  message  CCMUSMACV  has  stated 
that  our  objective  is  to  make  a  maoor  breakttocugh  toward  military  victory 
in  South  Vietnam.  Toward  that  end  it  is  envisioned  that  every  cemmander 
will  be  constantly  on  the  alert  to  exploit  all  contacts  and  that  the  combined 
forces  in  II  Corps  will  strive  for  the  common  goal  of  defeating  the  eneny. 

In  accomplishing  this  objective  it  is  essential  that  evers'  integral  force  in 
II  CT2  be  fully  oriented  on  and  utilized  for  offensive  operations.  In  this 
regard  it  has  been  encouraging  to  note  the  fine  job  the  Regional  and  Popular 
forces  have  be.n  doing.  Commanders  should  continuously  take  cognizance  of 
what  tlie  RF/PF  units  are  do  ng  and  assist  in  integrating  these  units  into 
the  offensive  thrusts.  Particular  attention  icust  be  given  to  the  reinforce¬ 
ment  of  RF/PF  units  which  engage  enemj'  forces  beyond  their  capability,  A 
combined  letter  of  instruotior'.  is  under  prepai’ation  by  ARVN,  ROK  and  US 
commands  which  will  assign  specific  responsibilities  concerning  such  rein¬ 
forcement. 

g.  Combined  Campai/ai  Plan  i  The  overall  goals  end  objectives  of  th® 

Cep  must  not  be  overlooked  in  the  day  to  day  conduct  of  the  battle.  The 
II  CTZ  CCP  fimiishes  tho  commander  with  a  blueprint  that  encompasses  the 
semi-annual  assessment  and  outlook  by  the  combined  caamanderso  The  plan 
coveiung  tne  period  1  July  -  31  Dbcen.ber  I960  is  currently  under  piepara- 
tion  and  is  scheduled  for  publication  on  13  June  1968. 

h.  Bushmaater  Profixem!  Che  of  the  most  effective  moans  of  exploiting 
enemy  vulnerabilities  is  the  Susliwaster  PrObToin.  There  is  currently  an 
increased  tempo  in  enemy  movement  within  II  CTZ.  The  eneny  has  habitually 
traveled  along  TAOR  boundaries  in  small  groups  to  avoid  contact.  Night 
ambushes  along  these  boundaries  and  outside  of  established  AOs  in  TAORs 
keep  an  unrelenting  pressure  on  the  eneny.  The  totality  of  the  offensive 
effort  demands  24  hour  a  day  operauions  with  particular  emphasis  on  those 
measures  which  will  interdict  enemy  movement  and  resupply. 
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(U)  Logjatica ;  When  operational  planning  is  conducted  at  any  level, 
it  is  imperative  that  the  appropriate  lo^stical  support  activity  be  included 
in  the  coordination.  Failure  to  do  so  will  result  in  an  unanticipated  draw¬ 
down  of  heavily  used  items  and  may  Jeopardize  the  intended  mission.  The 
various  stockage  objeotives  and  stockage  levels  that  are  established  at  supply 
points  are  based  on  current  supply  demands  and  altered  as  required  to  meet 
anticipated  changes.  The  appropriate  logistical  support  activity  must  be 
kept  informed  of  these  anticipated  changes  in  order  to  furnish  ei'fectlve 
support,  in  example  of  lack  of  supply  coordination  that  recently  occurred 
was  a  planned  concentrated  cdr  activity  in  the  vicinity  of  an  ISA  that 
required  aircraft  refueling  at  the  PSA  rather  than  from  their  normal  logis¬ 
tical  support  installations.  This  resulted  in  an  unusually  heavy  demand 
of  JP-4  at  the  PSA.  The  support  command  became  aware  of  this  operational 
change  only  after  the  JP-4  level  at  the  FSA  became  dar.gerou8ly  low.  This 
lack  of  communication  between  tactical  and  logistical  operations  could  have 
produced  dire  consequences,  Riture  operational  plans  must  include  coordina¬ 
tion  with  the  appropriate  support  activity. 


/s/  W.  R.  Peers 
/t/  W.  R.  PEERS 

Major  Generpl,  USA 
Commanding 
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Headquarters,  I  Field  Force  Vietnam 
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AVFA-GC-OT  25  June  1968 

SUBJECT:  I  FFORCEV  Tactical  Notes 


SEE  DISTRIBUTION 


1.  Forwarded  are  I  FFORCEV  Tactical  Notes  #2. 

2,  Some  items  submitted  by  units  arrived  too  late  for  inclusion  in  this 
publication  but  will  be  included  in  the  next  issue  of  the  I  FFORCEV 
Tactical  Notes.  It  wao  noted  that  some  units  and  advisory  groups  made 
no  contribution.  Since  the  success  of  this  endeavor  depends  on  input 
from  a  broad  base,  it  is  requested  that  all  addressees  forward  items  for 
inclusion  in  the  next  issue  by  15  July  1968, 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


1  Incl 

I  FFORCEV  Tactical  Notes  #2 


QjLdi. 


ARTHUR  B.  DUSBEY  J/ 
Colonel,  AGC 
Adjutant  General 
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ARTILLERY 


1.  (U)  Secondary  Explosions.  Secondary  explosions  provide  an  important 

source  intelligence  information.  All  personnel  should  bo  constantly 
alert  fcr  them  during  artillery  firing,  air  strikes  and  gunship  employ¬ 
ment.  Observers  should  carefully  note  and  report  the  color  of  the  fire¬ 
ball  and  the  height  and  shape  of  the  cloud  column.  In  addition,  the 
maneuver  unit  eonmander  must  be  promptly  notified  so  that  he  can  take 
tactical  advantage  of  the  information,  Eire  support  should  be  immediate¬ 
ly  increased  to  exploit  the  discovery  before  the  eneny  can  effectively 
wact.  A  secondary  explosion  confirms  an  eneny  location  and  should  be 
followed  by  additional  fire  in  the  target  area.  (Arty) 

2.  (U)  M12A7  Sight.  lOSimti  Howitzer.  The  white  paint  in  the  etched 

micrometer  graduation  on  the  M12A7  sight  for  the  105nin  howitzer  wears 
rapidly,  making  the  setting  extremely  difficult  to  read  during  night 
firing.  The  problem  can  be  solved  by  the  use  of  white  "grease  pencil" 
(china  rATker  type)  rubbed  lightly  over  the  micrometer  graduations.  The 
pencil  material  will  rub  into  the  small  grooves,  and  will  remain  after 
buffing  with  a  soft  doth  has  removed  ary  excess  material  from  the  knob. 
These  restored  markings  have  been  found  to  be  far  mors  durable  than  the 
original  paint  and  more  easily  read.  (il,th  Jnf  Div) 

AVIATION 

3.  (C)  Combat  Emergency  Frequency.  An  emergency  FK  fi^quency,  3S.90 

MHZ  has  been  designated  for  use  by  all  ground  and  aviation  units  in  II 
CTZ,  The  frequency  will  net  with  the  new  and  old  families  of  tactical 
FM  radios.  The  concept  of  employment  is  for  the  aviator  observing  sig¬ 
nals  or  uiusual  activity  by  a  ground  unit  to  tune  iiiinedlately  to  the 
emergency  FM  frequency  and  attempt  to  establish  contact.  The  ground 
commander,  depending  on  the  situation,  either  gives  the  «ii-craft  his 
tactical  call  sign  and  frequency  or  uses  the  common  frequency.  This 
contact  makes  available  to  the  ground  commander  the  entire  coamunlca- 
tion  capability  of  the  aircraft  in  a  raflio  relay  role.  Ground  and 
aviation  unit  SOI/SSIs  should  be  amended  to  explain  fully  the  use  of 
this  frequency.  (Avn) 


4.  (C)  Bulk  CS  Drop.  As  an  adjunct  to  ground  operations,  Allied  Forces 

drop  bulk  CS  powder  In  55  gallon  drums,  plastic  containers  or  plastic  bags 
which  are  set  to  detonate  or  hurst  on  or  near  the  surface  to  disperse  the 
agent.  Each  drop  should  be  followed  by  VR  to  insure  that  all  containers 
have  ruptured.  Duds  should  be  identified  and  destroyed  by  gunfire  or  WP 
rockets  jn  order  to  prevent  the  CS  from  being  captured  intact  and  used  by 
VC^IVA  forces.  (Chem) 


COMS 

5.  (U)  Hoi  Chanh  Processing.  Within  49  hours  after  a  Hoi  Chanh  rallies 

to  a  U.S  unit,  his  name,  rank,  unit  and  rally  date  will  be  furniohed  to  the 
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respective  Provlnoe  Chieu  Hoi  Service  or  Chieu  Hoi  Advisor.  A  Prellmi- 
naiT^  Interrogation  Report  will  be  pi^ocesaed  and  a  copy  forwarded  to  the 
sector  S2  Advisor.  If  tbe  Hoi  Chanh  is  to  be  retained  by  the  receivirig 
unit  for  exploitation,  an  estimated  date  of  turnover  to  the  Chieu  Hoi 
Service  will  be  Included  with  the  above  information.  Deviations  from 
the  above  procedure  cannot  be  tolerated  as  they  seriously  affect  the 
credibility  of  the  entire  PSYOb  effort  (See  IFFORCEV  Reg  3SO-7).  Remem¬ 
ber  every  rallier  treated  properly  is  a  potential  salesman  for  the  pro¬ 
gram.  The  life  he  subsequently  saves  may  be  one  of  your  men.  (CORDS) 

iRTELHon:'":: 

6.  (C)  Early  Warning  Against  Enemy  .Activity .  Recent  occurrences  in 
the  II  CTZ  have  shown  a  need  for  strengthening  early  warning  around 
ma.ior  installations  and  population  centers  to  assure  that  timely  defen¬ 
sive  measures  can  be  taken.  The  enemy  has  shown  on  several  occasions 
thai  he  can  position  himself  undetected  and  inflict  serious  casualties 
unless  defensive  forces  receive  sufficient  warning.  Some  effort  has 
been  made  to  counter  this  threat  through  the  use  of  several  early  warn¬ 
ing  systems.  Hamlet/villages  warning  radio  nets  are  in  various  stages 
of  completion  in  the  II  CTZ,  It  is  intended  that  the  eventual  system 
will  include  an  extensive  warning  net  through  coordinated  use  of  civil¬ 
ian  and  milita-y  facilities  around  most  ma.'or  population  centers.  As  an 
adjunct  to  these  communication  systems,  agent  and  informant  nets  are  used 
widely  within  the  corps  zone  to  provide  early  detection  of  the  enemy. 

Use  of  the  Volunteer  Informant  Program  (IFFORCEV  Reg  3f^l-2)  to  reward 
civilians  for  information  about  the  enemy  is  another  asset  for  use  in  an 
early  warning  program.  In  order  for  these  systems  to  be  most  effective, 
they  should  be  integrated  by  a  coordinating  element  such  as  a  Province 
Intelligence  Operations  Coordinating  Center  (Piorc),  District  Intelli- 
rence  Operations  Coordinating  Center  (DIOCC)  or  Installation  Defense 
Coordinator.  This  centralized  effort  will  insure  that  warnings  are  dis¬ 
seminated  rapidly  and  that  adequate  defensive  measures  are  taken.  A 
desirable  radius  around  major  installations  and  populatior.  centers 

in  which  early  warning  systems  should  be  employed  is  10  kilometers  in 
order  to  insure  that  standoff  as  well  as  ground  attacks  can  be  detected. 
The  benefits  of  early  warning  were  vividly  demonstrated  neaw  TUT  HOA  in 
of  this  year.  Reports  by  civilians  in  surrounding  villages  enabled 
allied  forces  to  take  offensive  action  and  by  a  decisive  victory,  thwart 
a  multi -battalion  attack  on  the  city  Itself.  Commanders  and  senior  advi¬ 
sory  personnel  are  urged  to  insure  that  adequate  early  warning  systems 
are  developed  and  that  they  represent  a  coordinated  effort  by  all  local 
agencies.  (G2) 

7.  (U)  Importance  of  Prisoners  of  War.  Prisoners  of  war  have  proven 
to  bo  one  of  the  most  important  sources  of  intelligence  available  to  Al¬ 
lied  Forces  in  Vietnam,  It  is  from  the  prisoner  that  we  can  learn  those 
all-important  facts  we  have  a  continuing  need  for:  The  who,  what,  when, 
where  and  how  concerning  the  enemy.  Offensive  action,  necessary  to  de¬ 
feat  an  onenjy,  must  be  based  on  sound  intelligence,  the  type  of  intelli¬ 
gence  available  from  a  IV.  The  capture  and  subsequent  interrogation  of 
PVT  PHAN  VAN  MANH  from  the  5th  Battalion,  32d  NVA  Regiment  by  CIDG  from 

CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDEI^T  I  AL 


Camp  TIEU  ATAR  substantiated  previous  linconfirmed  reports  that  the  32d 
Regiment  had  relocated  from  KONTUM  Province  to  DARLAC  Province  and  that 
two  battalions  would  attack  BAN  ME  THUOT  City.  The  capture  of  LT  NGO 
QUANG  TAG  from  the  '325th  NVA  Division  provided  the  first  intelligence 
that  a  new  enemy  division  had  relocated  from  KHE  SANH  to  the  Western 
Highlands.  Further  interrogation  yielded  invaluable  Information  *oncem- 
in-^  the  new  enemy  threat.  These  prisoners  are  but  two  of  many  who  re¬ 
vealed  highly  valuable  and  immediately  exploitable  intelligence.  With 
these  exf;m*^les  in  mind,  commanders  should  take  every  opportunity  to  en- 
conrare  the  canture  of  orlsoners.  Appropriate  awards  for  the  capture 
of  P'.' ;  should  be  considered.  (G2) 

R.  (U)  Increased  Intelligence  Through  Aerial  .Surveillance.  Units  often 
request  aerial  surveillance  coverage  of  broad  areas  rather  than  more  pre¬ 
cisely  defined  targets.  This  practice  is  costly  and  often  resrilts  in  less 
than  satisfactory  imagery  for  the  requestor.  Emphasis  should  be  placed 
on  the  selection  of  the  smallest  aerial  surveillance  target  possible  that 
will  satisfy  the  EEI  requirements.  Specific  requests  will  permit  a  bet¬ 
tor  scale  of  photography  and  allows  more  detailed  interpretation  thus 
providing  more  intelligence.  In  addition,  multiple  targets  can  often  be 
incorporated  into  a  single  mission,  which  will  allow  reconnaissance  air¬ 
craft  to  be  more  responsive  to  other  aerial  reconnedssance  requests,  (G2) 

9.  (U)  Intelligence  for  the  Small  Unit  Commander.  We  have  available  to 

us  a  limitless  reservoir  of  combat  intelligence, which,  if  disseminated, 
updated^  learned  and  applied,  would  go  far  toward  enriching  the  American 
soldier's  knowledge  of  his  enemy.  To  supplement  unit  studies  and  publi¬ 
cations,  a  list  of  selected  intoUigonce  and  operational  studies  is  pro¬ 
vided  at  Appendix  I  for  reference  by  company  and  platoon  level  unit  com¬ 
manders.  For  assistance  in  obtaining  copies  of  these  publicaHons,  major 
unite  should  contact  this  headquarters,  aTTN^  ACofS,  G2.  (G2) 

10.  (C)  Programmed  Use  of  Reconnaissance  Assets.  In  order  to  get  maxi- 
miiin  coverage  of  the  extremely  large  division  area  of  operations  (8,000  - 
10,000  square  miles),  reconnaissance  assets  roust  be  employed  most  judicious¬ 
ly.  The  fragmenting  of  reconnaissance  assets,  in  an  attempt  to  get  some 
coverage  over  the  entire  area  of  operations  at  all  times,  dissipates  the 
overall  potential  of  these  assets,  thereby  greatly  reducing  the  chances  of 
finding  the  enemy.  Reconnaissance  assets  should  be  programmed  into  select¬ 
ed  target  areas  in  a  progression  commensurate  with  the  developing  intelli¬ 
gence  picture.  Suspect  areas  are  determined  from  agent  reports,  PW  inter¬ 
rogations,  captured  documents  and  general  trends  in  oneny  activity.  Ini¬ 
tial  reconnaissance,  consisting  of  Red  Haze,  Snoopy,  aerial  photography  and 
SLAR,  is  concentrated  in  the  suspected  areas.  Once  these  suspect  areas 
have  been  further  narrowed  down,  long  range  pat^'ols  and  air  and  ground 
cavalry  forces  are  Inserted  into  the  reduced  area  At  the  same  time. 

Snoopy,  aerial  photography,  SIAR, concentrated  VR  amd  other  means  continue 

to  be  employed.  After  this  phase  has  been  completed  and  the  enemy  has 
been  fixed  in  what  is  now  a  relatively  small  area,  maxinw;..  dst.trucLicn  is 
caused  by  air  and  artillery  while  ground  forces  further  fj;'.  the  enemy. 

It  has  been  found  that  this  is  the  most  efficient  and  proauctive  way  to 
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utilize  reconnaissance  resources  tc  find  and  destro7  Aneoy  forces  in  a 
large  area  of  operations.  (4th  Inf  Dlv) 


OPERATIONS 

11.  (U)  Ambushes.  Ambushes  can  make  more  tactical  "monej"  for  the  com¬ 
mander  than  any  other  type  of  combat  action.  Their  use  should  be  extensire 
and  continuous.  An  analysis  of  recent  ambush  results  indicates  that  some 
units  are  more  successful  than  others  in  ambushing.  Since  all  units  have 
equal  opportunities  to  put  out  ambushes  and  to  get  kills,  enemy  casualties 
become  a  good  indicator  of  relative  ambush  efficiency.  Basically  there 
are  two  ti-pes  of  ambush;  the  large-force,  or  classic  ambush  and  the 
small  hasty  ambush.  Tne  lui^.w-force  ambush,  which  is  extensively  covered 
in  field  manuals,  is  not  well  siiited  to  the  day-to-day  situation  we  face 
in  II  CTZ.  It  is  complicated  and  difficult  to  establish.  The  small  hasty 
5-10  N-ari  ambush  is  simple  to  establish  and  execute.  The  overriding  con¬ 
sideration,  however,  for  the  successful  ambush  is  surprise.  This  is  achieved 
not  by  digging-in,  as  the  ambush  is  not  a  defensive  position,  nor  by  using 
the  same  sites  over  and  over,  but  by  moving  with  stealth  into  well  chosen, 
concealed  positions  preferably  during  the  hours  of  darkness.  The  actual 
movement  into  position  is  critical,  for  a  single  footprint  on  the  trail  will 
warn  the  enemy,  thus  giving  away  the  ambush  site  and  permitting  an  eneny 
counterambush.  In  order  to  get  extensive  area  coverage,  which  makes  con¬ 
tact  more  probable,  a  platoon  can  move  out  2000-3000  meters  from  a  mini¬ 
mally  secured  company  base  and  then  further  break  down  into  squad  and/or 
fire  team  size  elements.  Sites  are  chosen  along  trails  and  other  likely 
avenues  of  approach  in  places  which  provide  concealment  to  the  ambush 

but  which  will  not  place  fire  on  other  ambushes.  Likely  enemy  mortar  posi¬ 
tions  should  be  considered.  Thorough  training  and  guidance  will  be  re¬ 
quired  to  enable  elements  to  rapidly  occupy  adequate  positions.  Because 
ambushes  often  receive  little  prior  warning  of  the  eneny's  approach,  all 
personnel  must  remain  awake  to  enhance  the  probability  of  timely  action. 
Commanders,  therefore,  must  make  provisions  for  night  ambushers  to  sleep 
during  the  day.  If  properly  planned  and  executed,  an  ambush  should  be 
able  to  destroy  all  the  enemy  within  the  predesigned  killing  zone, thus 
annihilating  small  groups  and  scaring  off  most  large  ones.  Fires  must 
be  carefully  planned  and  well  distributed  to  cover  completely  the  kill¬ 
ing  zone.  There  has  often  been  a  notable  absence  of  small  element  leaders 
in  field  ambushes.  Because  of  the  tendency  to  "let  the  subordinate  do  it" 
the  experienced  leader's  knowledge  of  ambush  techniques  is  wasted.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  many  unit  commanders  do  not  really  know  what  is  happening  on  their 
ambushes.  They  must  make  arrangements  to  find  out.  If  necessary,  comaand- 
ers  should  accompany  small  ambushes  to  learn  first  hand.  As  the  eneny's 
knowledge  of  the  terrain  diminishes  with  his  increased  use  of  troops  from 
the  north,  our  ability  to  ambush  these  less-well  trained  soldiers  should 
proportionately  grow.  Remember  the-  two  bywords  of  the  ambush,  SURPRISE 
and  SIMPLICITY  and  you  will  "get  the  jump  on  the  enemy"  permanently.  (G3) 

12,  (U)  Tactical  Emergency.  IFFX)RCEV  Regulation  55-2,  dated  4  Jime  1968 
defines  tactical  emergency  (TAG  "E")  in  part,  as  a  situation  in  which  "the 
unit  is  engaged  with  the  enemy  or  contact  is  inminent."  There  have  been 
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indications  in  the  past  that  commanders  and  advisors  have  declared  tacti¬ 
cal  emergencies  to  obtain  additional  support  for  their  units  vrtien  this 
criterion  does  not  exijt.  Such  a  practice  is  extremol7  dangerous  because 
IFFORCEV  assets  are  limited  and  must  be  conserved  to  support  1  Allied 
Forces.  The  fulfillment  of  a  TAG  "E"  request  for  one  unit  in  II  CTZ  nor- 
mall7  requires  a  drawdown  of  assets  allocated  to  other  users.  Such  draw¬ 
downs  frequently  disrupt  other  important  but  lessor  priority  missions. 
Commanders  must  insure  that  the  above  criterion  is  met  before  declaring 
a  TAG  "E".  (G3) 

13.  (U)  Use  of  UtP's  in  Conjunction  with  Airmobile  Operations.  There 

are  many  ways  in  which  IP.Ps  can  assist  airmobile  operations.  One  effect¬ 
ive  tecnhique  often  overlooked,  is  the  use  of  IHPs  to  recon  a  planned 
landing  zone.  Insertion  of  a  UIP  team  prior  to  the  assault  can  determine 
if  the  enemy  is  on  or  near  the  12.  If  the  enemy  is  not  present,  the  com¬ 
bat  assault  can  be  made  without  "prepping"  the  12.  If  the  enemy  is  pre¬ 
sent,  the  LRP  team  can  adjust  the  12  preparatory  fires  or  assist  in  selec¬ 
tion  of  alternate  L2's.  (G2) 
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14.  (u)  Recovery  of  Deceased  Personnel.  It  is  a  proud  unit  which 

"Takes  care  of  its  own",  whether  in  garrison  or  on  the  battlefield.  No 
better  example  of  this  proud  spirit  of  compsetence  exists  than  that  evi¬ 
denced  by  units  of  high  morale  and  esprit  de  corps  in  the  care  and  atten¬ 
tion  they  give  to  the  recovery,  protection  and  evacuation  of  comrades  vrtio 
have  been  killed  in  action.  There  is  a  definite  detrimental  effect  on  the 
morale  of  a  unit  when  bodies  of  deceased  members  of  that  imit  are  left  un- 
recovered  on  the  field.  Additionally,  the  sorrow,  worry  and  uncertainty 
visited  upon  families  back  home  adds  to  what  is  already  a  heavy  burden  of 
sadness  for  them.  Every  effort  arust  bo  made  to  recover  and  evacuate  as 
soon  as  possible  the  bodies  of  personnel  killed  in  action.  Commanding 
Officers  at  all  levels  will  insure  maximum  effort  is  made  to  recover  re¬ 
mains  of  personnel  killed  and  missing  in  action.  (Gl) 
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15.  (U)  Offensive  Operations.  These  consist  of  finding  the  enemy,  fix¬ 
ing  him,  exploiting  the  contact  and  maintaining  contact  and  pursuing  him 
to  ultimate  destruction.  The  most  difficult  of  all  of  these  is  finding 
hjjn,  particularly  the  enemy  we  have  here  in  SVN.  Hence,  whenever  we  do 
find  him,  the  automatic  thought  action  should  be  "to  inmediately  employ 

an  exploitation  force  and  build  on  it."  This  is  applicable  at  all  level.s 
of  command. 

16.  (U)  Tactical  Security.  There  are  too  many  Instances  wherein  securi¬ 
ty  elements  are  non-existent  or  so  close  in  that  they  are  non-effective. 

a.  Offensive  -  The  point,  advance  party  and  advance  guard  must  be 
sufficiently  far  ahead  of  the  main  body  to  provide  ample  warning  time  of 
the  presence  of  the  enemy  and  to  provide  ample  maneuver  room.  Normally, 
in  comparatively  open  ter^'^-in  elements  should  be  500  - 


1000  meters  ahead  of  the  main  body.  In  thick  or  restricted  ter¬ 

rain  the  distances  are  reduced  to  IOO-3OO  meter;. 

Defensive  •  tumorous  OP's  and  .ambush  positions  well  out  from 
the  defensive  rosition  are  .ibsoluLely  essential  to  provide  early  warning 
of  impending  enemy  .attacks  and  tc  prevent  the  enemy  from  reconnoitering 
the  position  and  gaining  initial  surprise. 

17.  (U)  Ambushes.  The  following  are  rather  typical  ambush  reports. 

a.  1  ambushe;]  5  enemy  -  results  5  VC/lNk.  KIA,  5  weapons  CIA  - 
(obviously  this  was  a  well  planned  and  well  executed  ambush). 

b.  Y  ambushed  3  VC  -  res  - .‘.s  1  VC  KIA,  the  other  two  packed  up 
the  weapon  and  ran  -  (premature  engagement,  trigger  happy  and  perhaps 
scared,  did  not  wait  for  the  enemy  to  enter  the  predetermined  kill  zone). 

c.  Z  ambush  was  attacked  by  VC  squad  -  results  2  KIA,  1  weapon  lost, 
enemy  unknown  (who  ambushed  whom  -  no  friendly  ambush  existed). 

18 .  ( U )  Friendly  Unit  Ambushed  by  the  Enemy  when  Returning  from  Night 
AmbushSJd^.  This  has  happened  more  than  a  few  times  and  with  heavy 
losses.  It  was  caused  in  almost  all  instances  by  the  friendly  unit  using 
the  same  ambush  position,  night  after  night,  setting  up  a  pattern  as  to 
the  time  and  route  of  return  to  the  base  location,  and  becoming  careless. 
Avoiding  such  instances  requires  frequent,  almost  daily  changes  in  the  lo¬ 
cation  of  the  ambush  site,  moving  into  the  position  by  stealth  or  under 
cover  of  darkness,  careful  development  of  the  ambush  site  and  the  use  of 
a  proper  tactical  formation  while  returning  to  the  ba  . 

19.  (U)  LRP  Contacts.  Too  many  lilP's  and  Hawkeyes  are  being  extracted 

immediately  after  an  enemy  sighting  or  contact.  If  the  UIF  is  operating 
properly  the  enemy  should  not  susnect  its  presence  so  there  is  no  need 
for  extraction.  Similarly,  should  a  Hawkeye  or  LRP  establish  contact, 
the  object  is  to  immediately  reinforce  to  pin  down  the  enemy  and  ultimate¬ 
ly  destroy  h:  IRP's  and  Hawkeyes  are  not  an  end  in  themselves,  their 

greatest  val  s  comes  from  rapid  exploitation  of  their  sightings  or  con¬ 
tacts. 

20.  (U)  Reaction  Forces,  Every  battalion  size  and  larger  unit  must 
have  a  readily  available  reaction  force  to  exploit  contacts.  Such  a 
force  need  not  be  held  in  a  static  position  in  the  base  camp.  It  may 
be  composed  of  elements  defending  the  ri«  base,  a  unit  performing  S&C 
operations  with  nearby  12 's,  and  so  on.  Aircraft  to  move  the  reaction 
force  and  gunships  to  protect  the  movement  must  also  bo  readily  avail¬ 
able.  It  will  probably  bo  unusual  to  have  sufficient  aircraft  to  keep 
them  on  standby;  therefore,  it  is  imperative  that  someone  continually 
monitor  the  use  of  aircraft  eo  that  when  the  employment  of  a  reaction 
force  is  necessary,  he  will  be  prepared  to  make  an  immediate  i^commenda- 
tion  as  to  where  the  aircraft  should  come  from.  It  does  little  good  for 
the  reaction  force  to  arrive  after  the  contact  is  broken.  Moreover,  if 
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thcs  reaction  force  Is  delayed  too  long,  the  enemy  will  surely  police  the 
battlefield. 

21.  (u)  Feeling  of  Urgency.  In  counterinsursjency  operations,  as  in  any 
war,  it  is  essential  not  only  to  have  the  weapons  cocked  and  primed,  so  to 
speak,  and  the  smaller  units  prepared  for  instant  contact,  bui  it  is  also 
necessary  that  commanders  at  all  echelons  be  mentally  geared  to  the  situ¬ 
ation.  The  commander  owes  it  to  hia  men  to  be  able  to  rrovide  additional 
protection  or  to  exploit  their  contacts.  It  requires  fast  reaction  but 
it  must  be  an  intelligent  decision,  well  thought  out  and  executed  as  a 
matter  of  SOP.  Invariably  the  better  commanders  are  those  having  the 
greater  feeling  of  concern  for  their  men  and  units. 

22.  (U)  Sunday  Holidays.  It  comes  as  a  great  surprise  to  learn  that 
soint,  combat  'units  and  some  advisory  elements  consider  Sundays  as  a  day 
of  stand-down  and  a  large  percentage  of  the  personnel  in  the  units  are 
given  leave  and  passes.  The  VC/MVa  are  communists;  they  are  anti-God; 
and  they  regard  Sunday  as  another  day  for  combat.  Accordingly,  it  is 
expected  that  all  units  assigned  or  under  the  operational  control  of 
IFFORCEV  including  all  advisor  elements,  will  be  manned  and  fully  capa¬ 
ble  of  performing  their  assigned  responsibilities  on  Sundays  as  well  as 
any  other  day.  This  does  not  preclude  a  slightly  later  starting  time 
on  Sundays,  nor  does  it  preclude  personnel  taking  time  off  to  attend 
religious  service.  Moreover,  personnel  and  advisory  elements  should  en¬ 
courage  their  counterpart  organization  to  be  fully  capable  of  accomplish¬ 
ing  assigned  duties. 

23.  (C)  Checking  Arc-Lights.  V.'e  have  been  requested  repeatedly  by 
COFJUSHhJV  to  thoroughly  check  out  all  Arc-Ilghts,  preferably  by  ground 
reconnaissance.  The  fact  of  the  matter  is,  however,  that  the  response 
has  not  been  conmensurate  with  the  eagerness  of  the  request  for  the 
Arc-Lights.  The  same  is  generally  true  for  air  strikes  (FAC  or  Combat 
Sky  Spot  directed),  Cook-Outs,  areas  of  secondary  explosions  and  others. 
V/e  have  received  outstanding  support  from  our  higher  headquarters  and  the 
7th  Air  Force  but  we  have  not  been  overly  enthusiastic  in  obtaining  the 
data  required  to  continue  justification  of  such  support.  For  US  \inits, 
all  Arc-ULghts,  Cook-Outs  and  multiple  air  strikes  (three  or  more)  will 
be  reoonnoltered  by  a  groxmd  element  within  72  hours  or  a  complete  ex¬ 
planation  will  be  provided  FQ  IFFORCEV,  (Strikes  within  2  KM  of  the 
Laos-Cambodian  border  are  excluded  but  every  effort  should  be  made  to 
check  them  out  with  LRP,  Omega  or  Air  Cav  ground  elements.)  Advisors 
and  IFFORCEV  ROK  Special  Liaison  Group  personnel  are  requested  to  ef¬ 
fect  comparable  arrangements  with  their  cowiterparts. 
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ARTILLERY 

1,  (U)  Joint  /J.VNAis  Artillery  Support.  Recently  a  US  artillery  bat¬ 
tery  provided  artillery  support  for  two  ARVN  operations  in  conjunction 
with  an  ARVN  artillery  platoon.  US  forward  observers  and  a  liaison  of¬ 
ficer  accompanied  the  maneuver  units.  As  a  result  of  these  operations, 
the  following  recommendations  for  the  Joint  employment  of  US  and  ARYL' 
artillery  were  made : 

a.  The  US  LO  can  provide  valuable  assistance  to  the  ARVN  maneuver 
comm.ander.  Ho  should  be  aggressive  in  insuring  that  preplanned  targets 
are  available  along  all  routes  of  march  and  that  defensive  targets  are 
planned  and  fired  in  for  all  defensive  positions. 

b.  A  fire  coordination  line  should  be  established  by  the  ARVN  head¬ 
quarters  to  allow  firing  of  both  artillery  units  into  the  contact  area 
and  allow  the  continuance  of  artillery  fire  while  gunships  >nd  air  strikes 
are  employed.  If  ARVN  personnel  do  not  establish  the  fire  coordination 
line,  the  US  LD  should  recommend  it, 

c.  US  artillery  units  fbould  be  furnished  an  overlay  showing  vil¬ 
lages  and  no  fire  7,ones  by  the  ARVTi  headquarters.  (I  FFORCEV  Arty) 

2.  (u)  Daa£sx_-.PN^.  Sqt.  lUvmnatrion- 

a.  The  large  danger  zone  created  by  the  empty  canister  and  base 
plate  of  illuminating  rounds  restricts  employment  of  shell,  illumina¬ 
ting  in  populated  areas.  The  selection  of  an  alternate  burst  point  to 
.move  the  danger  zone  outside  safety  areas  introduces  delay  in  respon¬ 
siveness  and  the  possibility  of  insufficient  Illumination, 

b.  Test  firing  of  illumination  shells  at  Fort  Sill  revealed  that 
debris  from  a  10.5mm  shell  fell  into  an  area  on  the  ground  300  meters 
on  either  side  of  the  azimuth  of  fire  and  from  400  meters  short  of  the 
point  of  ejection  to  the  projected  point  of  impact.  Danger  zone  for 
155mm  shell  was  found  to  be  an  area  on  the  ground  300  meters  on  either 
side  of  the  azimuth  of  fire  and  from  the  point  of  ejection  to  the  pro¬ 
jected  point  of  impact. 

c.  The  FDC  exercising  technical  fire  control  should  determine  the 

d-inger  zone  and  insure  it  is  cleared.  In  populated  areas  a  solution 
enabling  the  FDC  to  determine  at  a  glance  the  areas  over  vdiich  lilumi- 
natlon  can  be  fired  is  the  preparation  of  an  "illumination  dead  space" 
overlay,  (I  FFORCEV  Arty) 
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3.  CC)  Y. valuation  of  Personnel  Detector  tfi salons.  Personnel  detectors 
be  an  invaluable  adjunct  to  the  reconnaissance  and  surveillance  program. 
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Although  in  a&ny  instances  "hot  readings"  are  followc;'!  by  rdr,  ai'til- 
lery  or  gunship  strikes,  follow-up  action  must  be  ac'.crrlishe arr.i  ro- 
I'orted  in  order  to  properly  'svaluate  the  intelligaricL  i-.formjt  ;  on  ob¬ 
tained  by  the  detectors.  Saturation  of  an  area  by  fire  follcwin,"  a 
"hot  i’eading"  without  fcllow-up  makes  evaJ.uatioi;  of  detectoi-  effective¬ 
ness  meanj.rigless.  Detectors  can  be  profitably  used  in  road  openiny  or 
cl.arir.r  operations.  The  employment  of  detectors  immediate^:/  precedjnj’ 
and  dur.ing  the  convoy  passage  vdll  provide  additional  valuable  intelli¬ 
gence  information  concernj.ng  possible  enony  locations  or  ar.’.bush  sites, 
"ased  on  successes  achieved  by  personnel  detectors  in  'JHl  aircraft 
throughout  II  CTZ,  consideration  is  being  given  to  utilization  of  the 
01  aircraft  in  a  similar  role,  Knplcyment  of  the  personnel  detector 
in  the  01  aircraft  would  provide  an  additional  asset  for  acquisition 
of  targets  and  would  be  especially  useful  in  detecting  targets  con¬ 
cealed  by  thick  Jungle  growth.  An  additional  benefit  derived  from  em¬ 
ployment  of  the  personnel  detector  in  this  role  would  be  the  capability 
of  the  accompanying  aerial  observer  to  bring  immediate  responsive  fire 
on  detected  targets.  When  the  01  aircraft  is  utilized  in  this  role, 
it  must  be  provided  security,  (Chemical) 


CORDS 

L.  (C)  Revolutionary  Development  Operations.  Revolutionary  Develop¬ 
ment  (RD)  is  an  integrated  military  and  civil  program  to  restore,  con¬ 
solidate  and  expand  government  control,  so  that  nation  building  can 
progress  throughout  the  Republic  of  Vietnam.  It  consists  of  those  co¬ 
ordinated  military  and  civic  actions  necessary  to  liberate  the  people 
from  VC  control,  restore  public  security,  initiate  political  and  econo- 
ijiic  development,  extend  effective  G’/tJ  authority,  and  win  the  willing 
support  of  the  psople  toward  these  ends.  The  focal  point  of  RD  is  the 
people  in  the  hamlets.  The  RD  program  aims  at  transforming  VC-controlled 
hamlets  in  order  that  new  life  t.;.;.!  be  deve.loped  for  the  people  within 
a  secure  environment  and  with  iciproved  political,  economic  and  social 
standards  of  living  for  all.  An  intermediate  goal  of  the  RD  program  is 
the  establishinent  of  a  secure  hamlet.  The  following  points  provide 
criteria  for  determining  the  security  status  of  a  hamlet: 

a.  A  census  of  residents  has  to  be  completed,  the  VC  infrastiruc- 
ture  has  to  be  identified  and  destroyed,  or  neutralized,  and  an  intel¬ 
ligence  net  has  to  be  established  to  deter  its  recurrence. 

b.  An  adequate  popular  force  and/or  parai.-iJ.itary  force  has  to 
be  recruited,  trained,  armed  and  qualified  for  operations. 

c.  Hamlet  security  must  be  effected  with  an  integrated  defensive 
system  to  include  methods  of  requesting  reinforcements. 

d.  Hamlet  inhabitants  are  questioned  and  permitted  to  e^qsress 
their  grievances  and  aspirations.  V/ith  this  information,  some  economde 
and  social  development  projects  have  to  be  initiated  to  satisfy  people's 
desires. 
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S3,  i'ajnlet  inhabitants  nl.oulsi  bo  oiY-.ii'i'.’.ef'  -^or  ricl'.f-'Je''t;rr,c  ?,n:j 
rlnvclonn.ont  tasks. 

f,  Ha'nlot  chief  should  be  appointed  and  trained,  dnieis  r>ho’'i;i 
be  supported  by  a  r.iajority  of  the  people  in  ths;  ha.- let.  (CO;!)  ,) 

T-miUGb::Ch' 

5.  (0)  Intelliesinco  on  VC  Infra r;tn:c'.ure  c,:~.d  tpc.-'l  oorcc  "nit-. 

The  [jost  current  intelligence  iafoisuation  on  VC  irj'rantruct-aro  .".nc 
local  force  units  vdthin  a  district  is  J.ocatmi  at  th:-,  iirdrjct  - 
tellieence  Cpe^tions  Coordination  Center  (flOC..).  Ti.ncl;,'  in.-d.'.— 
pence  of  this  nature  if;  rot  alvays  .available  to  i'C  units  o.  sit-nti-  r- 
unilaterally  vrithin  a  particul.sr  area.  To  insure  access  to  thio 
valuable  intelligence,  US  operation's  plars  should  induce  pro’/;:>io;  '; 
for  repusstinf  from  the  district  Chief  infor'T'fltior.  concornir;;’  ti'e  cur- 
ront  Ion, "I  encriv  situation,  .ar.i  I'or  co^'Cined  or.er.atio.no  ’.'ith  '  T  und.s. 

(S3) 


qei.u3LI£::2 

T.  (c)  erortin  I'-cporting  the  ir.ajor  source  of  infonvation  on 
the  tactical  situatio.n  has  been  and  will  continue  to  be  through  the 
•Spot  Report  system,  iha  sub.ioct  of  reporting,  procedure,-:  v/as  ciisc.iosc- 
in  I  Tactical  I.otes  ,-'1,  >totel  31  ’'ay  196C,  /.t  the  present 

ti-Tie,  t!ic  iii'portance  of  accurate,  timelj'  and  corripletc  ir.for .  aeio.u  esn- 
not  he  over  emphasized  enough  by  all  comnandGrB.  Shilc  solving  in  an 
econorry  of  force  role,  allied  force.c  none  the  less  have  .-..ointaineri  an 
offensive  posture.  This  has  been  possible  by  the  prudent  and  aggressive 
allocation  of  our  limited  assets  to  o.xploit  contacts  and  maintain  .jrco- 
sure  on  a^i  eneny  presently  attempting  to  avoid  decisive  combat,  '.eports 
f  contacts  several  hours  late  are  of  little  value  to  Iot.x  date  reaction. 
Initial  reports  have  generally  been  approp)i*iate  and  infonr.ative;  however, 
a  serious  gap  in  folloiv-up  reports  currently  exists.  .^ddition.al  infer 
nation  on  contacts,  casualties,  dcplojnnents  »r  correction,©!  proviouc 
errors  rust  be  reported  to  this  headquarters  immediately.  V;.i.s  v.li.l  ;  c.-- 
mtt  reaction  and  planning  in  a  positive  and  tactic.illy  sound  ;iorincr. 
Coro.'iar.icrs  at  all  echelons  are  expected  to  review  their  rc  ortLng  pre- 
cedui’es  and  exercise  continuous  scrutinj-  to  ensure  t.hc  bent  means  ava.il- 
■iblc  are  being  utilized  to  raaintain  an  effective  reporting  systca..  (Cl) 

7.  (’J)  Fire  support  Bunkers.  V/'hen  planning  for  conatrucliGn  of  a;-- 

tillfei-v  fire  support  bunkers  on  the  dov/re-jard  slopes  of  h.ill:  cr  or 
gerir.eters,  care  must  be  taken  to  insure  that  the  artilleip  rieces  onn 
fir«  close  range  direct  fire,  Tliis  is  especially  critical  v;-,cn  plan 
include  the  firing  of  "Rte  Hive"  c.mmun-i tion  during  enemy  etter-.;  tr.  to 
penetrate  the  defensive  perimeter,  (it;:  T  .1’  .  -.v; 

R,  (U)  Ivoidinr  Stereotyped  Airmobile  Coerations.  Ivcry  off  or,.  ..-.r-.t 
be  made  to  i  stereotyx®^'  helicopter  operations,  Althoi-,/ h  L'  pregnrr- 
tionti  r.omally  include  artillery  and  fighter  strikes,  this  ;,:attem  d-.cuOd 
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be  changed  occasionally  by  using  a  short  and  intensive  strike  by  armed 
helicopters  immediately  before  the  first  assault  element  touches  down. 
With  the  large  number  of  airmobile  assaults  that  have  been  conducted  in 
Vietnam,  emphasis  must  be  placed  on  effective  variations,  so  that  a 
predictable  pattern  is  not  set.  Other  possibilities,  in  addition  to 
those  mentioned  above,  are  the  use  of  naval  gunfire  support  when  avail¬ 
able,  assaults  in  conjunction  with  preplanned  B-52  strikes,  night  air¬ 
mobile  operations,  and  surprise  assaults  with  no  preparation  fired. 

If  the  greatest  flexibility  and  imagination  are  not  employed,  t-;e  ri' 
of  enemy  ambush  on  the  12  will  be  increased.  In  cill  cases  any  pr^.- 
paration  should  be  equated  to  the  enemy  threat  and  the  amount  of  rr.urh. - 
tlons  expended  should  be  so  tailored,  (USACDC  ORLL  I'ay  1968) 

9.  (U)  Convoy  Procedures.  Ac  with  any  successful  combat  operation, 

conduct  of  a  successful  convoy  is  the  result  of  the  planning  and 
coordination  which  has  taken  place  prior  to  the  move.  A  convoy  should 
be  conducted  as  a  tactical  operation.  It  shovild  not  be  considered  as 
an  administrative  move  even  though  convoys  have  followed  the  same 
route  before  and  were  unmolested.  Guidance  for  convoy  procedures  is 
given  in  an  I  FPORCEV  SOP,  subj:  Hwy  19  SOP  for  Logistical  and  Security 
Elements,  dated  17  July  1968.  (G3) 

10,  (U)  .IRyN/CIDG/kOKA/OS  Combi^d  Operations.  US  and  FWHAF  operations 

involving  the  utili«ation  of  Camp  Strike  Force  (Ct'F)  and  Mobile  Strike 
Force  (M3F)  units  must  be  effectively  coordinated  between  the  US  con¬ 
ventional  unit  and  Special  Forces  persoruiel.  Concerning  the  employment 
of  CIDG  forces,  it  is  absolutely  essential  that  conventional  units  exer¬ 
cising  OPCON  over  CIDG  forces  fully  understand  the  limitations  and  ca¬ 
pabilities  of  the  CIDG,  CIDG  personnel  are  civilian  paramilitary  forces, 
and  as  such,  have  cert«Qn  limitations  which  dictate  their  method  of 
employment.  USASF  advisory  personnel  fully  understand  the  cap.abilitle3 
and  limitations  of  the  CIDG  and  can  advise  OPCON  units  of  the-,e  capa¬ 
bilities  and  limitations,  (5th  SFGA) 

11.  (C)  A  Successful  RF  Comparry  Tactical  Formation.  The  most  success¬ 
ful  tactical  formation  employed  by  RF  companies  is  an  adaptation  of  a 
"T"  formation.  In  this  formation,  the  unit  commander  deploys  a  squad 
on  line  30-500  meters  in  advance  of  the  main  body.  The  main  body  is 
deployed  in  two  columns,  50  meters  apart,  with  flank  security  deployed 
on  the  flanks  50-500  meters  out.  This  formation  affords  the  unit  a 
capability  of  rapid  ratvement,  security  and  the  ability  to  maneuver 
quickly  in  response  to  an  enemy  threat.  It  also  allows  the  unit  to 
search  a  much  larger  area  while  moving.  See  sketch  of  "T"  formation 

as  shown  on  next  page.  (DSA,  II  CIZ) 
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12.  (C)  ffVA  Hovemant  Technimjes  and  Habits.  VJhen  assaulting  a 

friendly  position  such  as  a  Fire  Support  Base  (FSR),  the  MVA  rove 
in  close  to  the  objective  (250-300  meters  away)  so  that  they  will, 
not  be  hit  by  artillery  and  air  strikes.  One  Hoi  Chanh  recommended 
that  friendly  units,  when  being  attacked  in  a  defensive  position, 
fire  artillery  on  all  sides  of  the  position  at  a  range  of  250-300 
meters.  Two  other  Hci  Chanhs  who  participated  in  the  26  March  at¬ 
tack  on  3d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  FSB  in  Kontum  Province  stated 
that  they  remained  in  the  vicinity  of  the  FSB  for  over  two  weeks 
after  the  unsuccessful  attack  on  the  FSB.  This  was  done  in  order 
to  avoid  air  strikes  being  conducted  further  away  from  the  FSB. 

Upon  withdrawal  from  the  area  of  an  attack,  it  is  a  NVA  practice 
to  guide  on  stream  junctions  as  rally  points.  Whenever  possible, 
they  withdraw  down  ravines  in  order  to  reduce  the  effects  of  friend¬ 
ly  air  strikes  and  artillery.  NVA  units  generally  bivouac  in  ra¬ 
vines  or  on  the  sides  of  hills  in  order  to  mitigate  th<.  effects  of 
friendly  air  strikes  and  artillerj--  while  positioning  only  a  small 
element  on  the  hilltop  or  rldgeline  for  observation  and  security 
purposes.  Several  PWs  and  Hoi  Chanhs  have  reported  witnessing  US 
air  strikes  and  artillery  fired  into  the  hilltop  while  tliey  bi- 
vouaced  aafely  down  the  slope.  (4th  Inf  Div) 

13-  (C)  Utilization  of  Kit  Carson  ocoota.  UtiUzation  of  the  first 

Increment  of  Kit  Carson  Scouts  indicates  that  the  program  has  great  po¬ 
tential  value,  and  commanders  indicate  a  desire  lor  assignment  of  more 
KC  Scouts.  On  one  occasion,  a  Scout,  through  observation  of  trail 
markera,  was  able  to  warn  his  unit  commander  of  a  minefield  ahead. 

In  another  case,  a  Scout  ej^josed  booby  traps  in  a  reoccupled  area. 
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The  Sco’jta  have  adapted  wel?,  to  their  units.  One  corOT.andar  encoun¬ 
tered  a  prohleri  v/hen  he  ntte:;  •  '  ocl  to  transfer  a  Scout  to  another  ele¬ 
ment  for  an  operation.  Tlic-  i'  -t  ob.lccted  to  leaving  his  friends 
in  the  sruad.  The  prcblei.:  -•■■as  solved  by  attaching  t!'.e  entire  squad 
for  the  duratfa’i  of  t''-  ■'peration.  (1th  Inf  Div) 

11,  (U)  PT./lT  Police  and  Improvements.  Police  of  helicopter  land¬ 

ing  sitet  reriair.s  a  continuing  problem  in  Fire  Support  Bases,  Tur¬ 
bine  >npine-inf,e3tio.n  of  loose  objects  and  debris  (i.e,,  plastic  am- 
murJ-tion  covers,  sandbags,  packing  material,  steel  vrire,  ponchos, 
etc  .  .  . )  which  litter  helicopter  FSB  and  LOG  pads  have  proven  costly 
and  resulted  in  unsafe  operations,  Post  important,  is  the  resultant 
decrease  in  aircraft  availability  for  future  operations.  Positive 
implementation  of  assets  incorporates  the  following:  "Each  unit  which 
bxillds  and/or  utilizes  a  landing  pad  in  an  LZ  or  other  area  designates 
an  officer  or  senior  MCC  as  the  aircraft  landing  site  safety  officer. 

He  is  responsible  for  the  removal  of  trees,  brush,  loose  objects  and 
other  items  which  present  a  hazard  to  safe  helicopter  operation,'' 

Police  and  continual  inproveraent  of  helicopter  landing  sites  are  re¬ 
quired  to  preclude  further  incidents  which  may  cause  aircraft  dasiage 
and  a  resultant  degradation  in  combat  effectiveness.  (4th  Inf  Div) 

15.  (C)  DOmri'.  and  106nri  Reeollless  Rifles  as  Defensive  'veapons.  In 
firebase  defense,  there  have  been  many  instances  in  v?hich  direct  fire 
Is  needed,  and  artillery  is  not  able  to  provide  it  because  of  proximity 
to  friendly  troops  or  conflicting  missions.  The  90mm  and  106mm  recoil¬ 
less  rifles  are  an  accurate  and  effective  substitute  for  direct  fire 
artillery.  It  can  be  integrated  in  the  defense  of  the  perimeter  to 
control  avenues  of  approach,  and  be  used  as  a  counter-mortar  weapon 
against  close-in  positions,  It  can  also  assist  short  rcuige  patrols 
operating  out  of  the  fire  base.  The  9Ctam  recoilless  rifle  can  be 
utilised  where  it  is  not  feasible  to  employ  the  106inm  recoilless  ri¬ 
fle.  Similarly,  in  the  defense  of  urban  areas,  recoilless  rifles 

are  extremely  effective  in  destroying  a  specific  house  or  bunker 
without  destroying  other  structures  near  the  target,  (4th  Inf  Div) 

16.  (C)  White  Phosphorous  Grenade  Used  as  Immediate  Action  in 

Contact .  The  point  man  of  a  patrol  or  any  other  tactical  element 
can  use  the  '.TP  grenade  as  a  means  of  gaining  initiative.  The  grenade 
will  momentarily  distract  an  enen^  and  provide  some  concealment  for 
the  point  man's  movement.  Point  men  can  be  trained  to  employ  the  WP 
grenade  as  an  immediate  action  upon  making  contact.  (4th  Inf  Div) 

17.  (C)  NVA  Use  of  Saddle  Positions.  A  generalized  MVA  tactic,  i.e., 
used  by  more  than  one  HV/,  rcriment,  has  teen  identified  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  v/ith  the  use  of  saddle  positions.  The  tactic  is  believed  develop¬ 
ed  from  an  HVA  analysis  which  apparently  assumes  that: 

a,  US  units  habitually  move  down  the  lidge  or  saddle  which  con¬ 
nects  two  pieces  of  high  ground,  rather  than  approaclBug  by  contour 
across  draws  and  up  fJ.ngers. 
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b.  When  MVA  are  believed  to  be  defending  in  the  area,  US  xmits 
will  hold  on  one  hill  and  prepare  the  next  with  an  intensive  air  or 
artillery  preparation  directed  primarily  against  the  objective  hill 
mass,  with  secondary  emphasis  on  the  ridge  or  saddle  cor-necting  the 
high  ground.  Based  on  this  analysis  of  US  characteristics,  the  NVA 
do  not  place  their  position  on  the  objective  hill  mass,  but  locate 
it  so  as  to  control  the  most  likely  avenue  of  approach,  as  well  as 
limited  (20C-300  meters)  flanking  attempts.  The  majority  of  the 
fighting  positions  are  not  located  on  the  ridge  or  saddle  (the  pro¬ 
bable  US  line  of  march),  but  rather  on  the  sides.  The  position  is 
sited  so  that  it  can  be  fought  as  either  a  perii.eter  or  an  ambush; 
in  either  case,  good  withdrawal  routes  and  aelay  positions  are  avail¬ 
able,  Further,  the  siting,  of  the  individual  positions  permits  the 
IfVA  to  deliver  heavy  fire  towards  the  center  of  their  own  positions 
without  masking  each  other's  fires.  Finally,  protective  bunkers  lo¬ 
cated  some  distance  away  in  well-protected  draws  on  each  flank  pro¬ 
vide  protection  during  air  and  artillery  preparation  as  well  as  a 
covered  attack  position  for  reinforcing  units,  Sketch  of  OTA  Saddle 
Position  is  provided  at  Appendix  I,  (4th  Inf  Uiv) 

SIGNAL 

IS.  (C)  Ftadio  Com:r, unications.  The  enemy's  capability  to  monitor 
and  derive  useful  intelligence  from  taotical  voice  radio  nets  con¬ 
tinues  to  improve,  as  does  his  ability  to  enter  nets  and  attempt 
"imitative  deception,"  To  offset  this  growing  capability  it  is 
increasingly  important  for  tactical  commanders  to  insure  that  strict 
net  discipline  and  appropriate  transmission  security  procedures  are 
inforoed  on  all  nets  for  which  they  are  responsible,  The  procedures 
include  the  periodic  change  of  frequencies  and  call  words,  habitual 
use  of  authentication  and  low  level  operations  and  numeral  codes. 
Compliance  with  US,ARV  Regulation  380-13  is  required.  (Signal) 

19.  (C)  Dispersal  of_Tactical  Signal  Eouipment.  Staff  visits  to 
subordinate  elements  throughout  II  CTZ  have  revealed  that  in  many 
cases  communications  equipment  is  not  adequately  protected  or  dis¬ 
persed,  Numerous  sites  have  been  found  to  have  all  radio  and  tele¬ 
type  equipment  located  in  a  single  building,  room  or  bxuiker  so  that 
a  single  large  caliber  round,  or  even  a  well  placed  satchel  charge 
would  completely  disrupt  that  iinit's  communications.  It  is  recog¬ 
nized  that  in  many  cases  quantities  of  communications  equipment  must, 
for  valid  operational  reasons,  be  located  in  a  single  room  such  as 

a  TOC,  However,  prudence  would  dictate  that  a  least  some  elements 
of  the  communications  resources,  (i.e.,  a  radio  team)  be  located  in 
another  bunker  or  shelter,  (Signal) 

CG,  I  FFQRCEV  MISCELLANEOUS  FOTbS 

20.  (C)  Success  Through  Diversified  Tactics.  The  VC  and  OTA  forces 
have  been  credited  many  times  with  being  masters  of  deception  and  am¬ 
bush  techniques.  However,  with  ingenuity  and  imagination,  they  can  be 
beaten  at  their  nwn  rame.  Commanders  at  all  levels  should  always  be 
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soarchinff:  for  new  and  different  tactics  to  engage  and  destroy  the  enemy 
In  this  regard,  it  is  important  to  avoid  establishing  set  patterns  of 
operation.  Captured  enemy  documents  have  repeatedly  pointed  out  that 
the  VC/OTA  are  well  aware  of  our  standard  operating  techniques.  For 
example,  it  is  known  that  US  forces  consistently  operate  within  an  ar¬ 
tillery  fan.  If  the  enemy  desires  to  avoid  contact, all  he  need  do  is 
remain  outside  of  US  supporting  artillery  range.  Concealed  movement 
of  artillery  or  mortars  to  extend  the  fan  will  often  catch  VC/NVA  un¬ 
prepared  when  ground  troops  are  deployed  into  the  extended  fan  area. 
Varying  dally  the  simple  routine  of  getting  up  and  getting  started  can 
also  catch  the  enemy  off  guard.  For  example,  instead  of  eating  break¬ 
fast  and  then  starting  out,  move  out  at  first  light  and  eat  an  hour  or 
two  later.  You  may  catch  the  enemy  eating  his  breakfast. _  All  success¬ 
ful  tactics  should  be  passed  on  to  replacements  and  also  published  in 
lessons  learned  or  commander's  notes  with  actual  examples  from  after 
action  reports.  Some  examples  of  techniques  which  have  already  been 
found  effective  are  as  follows: 

a.  The  "claymore  ambush"  can  be  extremely  effective  when  properly 
employed.  The  ambushing  unit  places  numerous  claymores  along  a  trail 
or  road  at  the  ambush  site.  Both  sides  of  the  trail  can  be  utilized, 
as  well  as  the  additional  use  of  claymores  along  possible  routes  of 
escape.  The  objective  is  to  inflict  maximum  casualties  in  minimum  time 
not  utilizing  small  arms  unless  it  becomes  necessary.  By  detonating 

the  mines  along  the  trail  simultaneously,  maximum  surprise  and  effective¬ 
ness  are  attained,  The  escape  route  claymores  are  detonated  as  the 
enemy  left  alive  try  to  flee.  In  this  way  maximum  casualties  are  in¬ 
flicted  without  giving  away  friendly  locations  or  exposing  frienJl;' 
personnel  to  enemy  fire. 

b.  One  of  the  highly  successful  tactics  available  to  the  small 
unit  commander  is  the  stay  behind  ambush.  It  can  be  used  effectively 
in  two  basic  circumstances; 

(1)  When  a  unit  is  leaving  a  company  base  area  that  has  been  oc¬ 
cupied  for  a  short  period  of  time  or  a  FSB  occupied  for  a  longer  period 
of  time,  a  stay  behind  ambush  of  squad  size  is  many  times  an  effective 
tactic.  The  VC  and  NVA  make  a  habit  of  searching  known  US  positions 
for  anything  that  may  have  been  left  behind  which  could  be  of  use,  i,e., 
ammo,  C  ration  cans,  commo  wire  or  web  equipment,  formally  a  5  to  10 
man  element  will  search  the  abandoned  area.  A  stay  behind  ambush  should 
not  be  left  each  time  a  unit  moves,  but  doing  so  periodically  will 
reap  positive  results.  However,  you  must  insure  that  you  can  reinforce 
the  stay  behind  troops  if  it  becomes  necessary, 

(2)  After  a  meeting  engagement,  where  VC/NVA  bodies  are  left  on 
the  battlefield,  a  stay  behind  ambush  will  normally  prove  worthwhile. 

The  VC/NVA  will  always  retrieve  as  many  bodies  as  possible  as  well  as 
police  the  battlefield.  A  well  placed  ambush  in  an  area  of  contact 
will  normally  have  good  results.  If  helicopters  and  troops  are  avail¬ 
able,  the  enemy  can  be  made  to  think  that  the  US  force  is  leaving  the 
area.  Bring  in  the  helicopters,  loaded  with  troops,  but  with  doors 
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closAd.  Upon  landing,  open  doors,  let  the  troops  hang  their  legs  out 
aztd  the  helicopter  takes  off  full,  but  with  the  original  troops  still 
left  in  the  area.  If  helicopters  are  not  utilised,  the  entire  unit 
leaves  the  area,  but  an  ambush  element  is  dropped  off  after  moving  a 
few  hundred  meters  and  circles  back  to  the  contact  area. 

c.  A  successful  tactic  to  "sucker"  the  VC/NVA  into  an  attack  ad¬ 
vantageous  to  friendly  forces  is  the  infiltration  of  units  to  a  new 
location.  This  can  be  applied  at  con^tany  or  battalion  level.  If  it 
is  felt  that  the  enemy  is  closely  observing  unit  movements  waiting 
for  an  opening  to  attack,  fragment  the  unit  to  appear  that  only  funall 
perimeters  will  be  occupied.  For  example,  a  ccatipany  moving  along 
which  encounters  sporadic  sniper  fire  or  scout  type  elements  follow¬ 
ing  the  unit  movement  can  employ  this  tactic.  First,  a  lucrative  tar¬ 
get  must  be  flaunted  such  as  a  company  command  group  with  mortars. 
Establish  a  relatively  obvious  position  which  is  marginally  defended. 
At  dusk,  have  the  remainder  of  the  company  close  into  the  position. 

If  the  unit  has  been  watched,  the  7C/NVA  will  attack  based  on  the  thin 
defenses  originally  established  in  hepes  of  overrunning  the  position. 
Attacking  the  now  well  defended  position  can  prove  disastrous  for  the 
VC/MVA, 


d.  The  reverse  of  the  above  is  also  very  effective.  A  coo^tany  can 
establish  a  perimeter  and  give  the  appearance  of  "digging  in"  for  the 
night.  However,  at  dusk  the  entire  unit  moves  to  a  new  location  a  short 
distance  away.  Booby  trapped  grenades,  if  authorised,  can  be  left  in 
the  old  perimeter.  If  possible,  the  new  position  should  bo  able  to 
observe  the  old  and  place  effective  fire  upon  it.  Naturally,  artillery 
fires  are  planned  on  the  old  position.  If  the  VC/NVA  attack,  they  find 
nothing  but  intensive  incoming  fire. 

e.  The  establishment  of  ambushes  along  a  unit’s  route  of  movement 
can  be  employed  to  discourage  trail  watchers  anl  snipers.  If  a  unit 
is  moving  along  a  fairly  obvious  route  or  one  that  is  easily  followed, 
dropping  off  an  ambush  element  will  surprise  aiy  eneny  who  are  attempt¬ 
ing  to  fellow  the  unit.  This  technique  is  habitually  successful  as 
the  VC/NVA  make  a  practice  of  assigning  personnel  to  follow  US  units. 
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